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ME 44-1987

REVOLVER YOUND IN POSSESSION OF
. JAMES FARL RAY WHEN ARRESTED
JUNE 8, 1968, IN LONDON, ENGLAND

When JANES EARL RAY was apprehended by members
of Kew Scotland Yard on June 8, 1968, in London, England,
he had in his possession a .38 caliber "Liberty Chief™
revolver manufactured by Miroku Firearms Manufacturing -

Company, a Japanese concern., This revolver has serial
number 715.

Sy ‘The Natiomal Polieo Agencys of . Japan was ‘requested

to dotmino to whom this revolver was shipped by the

manufacturer, and the following letter was forthconing
from that agency: o

ALL TNFQRUATION COY CI‘*S ;I {ED
HL‘E&\ IS UNCLASSIRT
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NE 44-1987

«

On June 10, 1268, Mr. XILA SYOBOIA, owner,
Liberty Aras Company and Solingen Cutlery Company, Post
Office Box 308, Montrose, California, sdvised that
Liberty revolver #715 had bheen sold to R, TATUX, New and
Used Guns, 118 Edwards Drive, Mableton, Georgia, on
October 3, 19686, under Invoice No, 13909,

On June 11, 1968, Mr. ROBERT TATUM, 118 Edwards
Strest, Mableton, Georgia, advised EA JAMES RICHARD FLICK
that the Liberty Chief revolver having serial number 715
had been s0ld by him on December 3, 1966, for $50.00 to
VALTER E, BPAIN, 2904-42nd Avenue, Birmingham, Alabama,
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. NATIONAL POLICE AGENCY  INTERPOL
, v+ NATIONAL CENTRAL BUREAU
1/, 2-Chome.  Kasumiyascki o~ - ,
Chiyoda ku.  Tokyo T N '.‘,- a : -.E Teleyrapfiic Address:
Japan . r%e00 “INTERPOLJAPAN TOKYO"
" "N‘:"{. JZ?L(?_&" e e e s

, TORYO, June 10, 19u&.
¥r, Roderick V., Prechtl, Jr,

Legal Attache

hmerican Embassy

Tokyo
Re: Information about a pistol - '
"Liberty-Chicf® o, 715
- " Dear Sir; . . Tl s C e .

In rceply to your tcleplione request made tlds corning
concerning the captioned matter, we wish to inform you as follows: .

1, bestination of this weapon!s shipment:
This pistol in question was shipped from the manufacturing
company given below on Auguat 3, 1966, and was clcarcd by our
Custenst dnspection on August 19, 1966 and was loaded on the
PHAVANA-MARUM at "SWiA-PORTY in Hyogo Prefecture for shimment to:
Nane of a company : LIBERTY AIMS CORPORATION. :
Address: F,0. BOL, 306, MONTROsE, CALIFCRNIA, U.S.A,

2, Itens for your refercnce:
The name of this weayon!s rmanufacturing commany is YXABUSLEIRY
KAJLHA, MIROKY SEISARUSLOY (tmnalatcd in English : MIKOLY
YANUFACTURING CULTANY LTD. ).
Address: 160, 1NARI-ClG, hu..!ll-blxr, ROCHI FREFECTURYE, JAPAN
Name of the President: IDO Chiyoki.

»

» y »
Trusting the above information is of sone assistancs

to you. .
: . Yours sincerely,
|
j
J L d
for MuAD, KCi}, JAPAN: ‘ .
N3 ' % %& UZ—
Ja
- (YOS!HITO SODE)
. Chief

g Cr.xm::a.l ficscarch & Statistics Sccticn -0
NYY-859%4—Bocld:32985731-Page-5 : e % Yeerartimatdam Dureau ‘ 3553
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£D-302 (Rev. 4-35-6¢)
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVEéTIGATION

June 20, 1968

L d

Date

YALTER E, SPAIN./2904 ~ 42nd Avenue North,
Birmingham, Alabama, furnished the following:

Sometime in December, 1965, SPAIN went to Atlanta,
Georgia, with his father, WALTER LEON SPAIN, so his father
~could attempt to obtain employment. While in Atlanta, '
WALTER E., SPAIN saw an advertisement in a newspaper for a
+38 caliber Liberty snub-nose revolver, which was being
sold by a gun dealer in a small town outside Atlanta,
believed to be Mapleton, Georgia. SPAIN, accompanied by
his father, went to this gun dealer and bought the gun and
SPAIN returned it to his residence in Birmingham, Alabama.

In the Spring of 1967, SPAIN gave the gun to his
father in partial payment of a debt he owed to his father.
SPAIN was later told by his father that he had sold the
gun after placing a want ad for it in a Birmingham newspaper.
SPAIN was not present when his father sold the gun and
therefore did not see the purchaser,

=

BH 44-1740
On__6/11/68 o, Birmingham, Alabama Filo#. ME 44-1987
SA ROBERT M. BARRETT and 59
SA WILLIAM A, SAUCI : :
by. ER / RMB:hss 2 Dote dictoted 6/14/68

Thes document contolns melther recommendotions nor conclustons of the FBL I Is the property=of the FB) ond 3s looned 10 your ogenty:
K 0nd its contents ore notio be istributed ovliide your ogency. . . -~
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date ___June 20, 1968

*

YALTER LEON _SPALN; #3 Glen Iris Parkway, Birmingham,
Alabama, furnished the following:
/

In the Spring of 1967, SPAIN's son, WALTER E, SPAIN,
gave Mr, SPAIN a .38 caliber Liberty snub-nose revolver,
which his son had purchased in late 1966 or early 1967 from
‘a gun dealer near Atlanta, Georgia. His son owed Mr, SPAIN
some money and the gun was a partial payment of this debt.

In the Fall of 1967, after having been hospitalized
‘in August, 1967, at Huntsville, Alabama, for an illness and
. being in need of money to pay bills, Mr, SPAIN sold many
personal items by wsans of placing want ads for these items
in tke "Birmingham News.'" Among the items sold was the .38
caliber Liberty snub-nose revolver. Mr, SPAIN recalled he
placed an ad for this gun in a Sunday paper, and that same oo
Sunday he received a call from a.man who asked about the gun,
the price, and the directions to get to SPAIN's residence.
The caller said he was in the western section of Birmirngham.
About an hour after this call, and while SPAIN's wife and
daughter were at church, 2 man came to the front door and
said he had called about the gun. He looked at the gun,
’ stated he had been looking for a gun of the same type, and
when told again that the price was $65.00, he gave SPAIN
two twenty dollar bills, two ten dollar bills, and a five
dollar bill, after saying he would take it. SPAIN did no<
give the man a receipt for the money, nor did he record his
name or see any identification of the man, and he did not
. obtain any information as to his name. The man left carryzng
the gun in his hand., SPAIN furnished neither ammunition nor
any papers for the gun, ¢

at

.y

Yhen the man first arrived, SPAIN observed ke had
parked his- car, described by SPAIN only as a late nodel,
white or light-colored, on the street in front of SPAIN's
house, a distance of about 150 feet, SPAIXN did not pay
any further attention to the car. SPAIN did recall the
buyer saying he lived in the western section of Birmingham,

“—— -
*

‘ BH 44-1740
on___6/11/68 ., Birmingham, Alabama _File#__ ME 44-1987
g: ROBERT M. BARRETT and 32
WILLIAM A, SA : a3
by. UCIER / RMB:hss Daote dictoted 6/14/68
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Ihes document containg apither recommendotions aor conclusions of the FBL It is the properly of the FBI ond 1s looned to your ogency:
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

i

June 20, 1968

* ]

Date

All Sunday issues of "The Birmingham News''for
the months of September and October, 1967, were reviewed
at "Tte Birmingkam News." ‘Fromdﬁgjé/;eview, it was
determined that only one want a or a .38 calibexr revolver

. was placed by WALTER LEON SPAIN, that being in the October 1,
1968, 1issue,
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BH 44-1740

| on__6/11/68  ,,_ Birmingham, Alabama File#_ ME 44-1987
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The buyer said he wanted the gun to keep around his house,
Mr, SPAIN described the buyer as a white male, about forty
to. forty-five years of age, 5'8" or 5'9" tall, 170 to 175
pounds, dark bair slightly graying at the temples, with a
local (Alabama) accent. The man was wearing a sport shirt
and slacks, colors unrecalled, and he did not have glasses.

Mr. SPAIN was shown five different photographs
of JAXES EARL RAY, and he chose one which had been taken in
California during January or February, 1968, as 'resembling
the man' who bought the revolver; however, Mr., SPAIN would
not make a definite identification of the photograph of RAY
as the buyer,

Mr, SPAIN recalled he was contacted by FBI Agents
on April 7, 1968, and shown an artist's conception of an
individual the FBI was attempting to locate. At that time,
he advised Agents the drawing reminded him of someone he may
have seen previously, but was unable to furnish any other
identifying information, After viewing the photographs of
JAMES EARL RAY and being questioned about the sale of the
revolver, SPAIN said he was now able to connect the sale
of the revolver with the drawing in that the person depicted
in the drawing reminded SPAIN of the person to whom he had
sold the revolver. ’

MW 559894 Docld:32989731 Page 8
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

.
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L -7 JNSEB ESLTON GARIZR

-

107 - 14th Strest, N3.,

Atlanta, Goorfid, was coataceed at 10:37 P,, April 14,
1963, at which tiro ko Furnisicd ths followirg inforanation:

GARIZR nmade available 2 rccord Lbookx maintained
by bhin ccacerainz parsons who ront rooxs at hoth’1067 2rd 113 -
14th Stxecet, li,S5,, rooning houscs operatcd by hin on a lcass
basis, A roview of this rccord book Lailed to cigclese any

rezistration in tks naps GALT,”

It sbould ba notcd this beok

coatains only a rocerd of rocxers for tho poriod bkaziunicg

-January 1,1058,

Uvnon bainy cucstioned concoraing indivicuals yoniins
at thoso addrezses who plisht havo ckzelicd cut pricr to tlho
complotion o2 thd p2riod Zor whia tkzy k2ad naid, o
fex any rzason might rot ko rzzoxdid in Thls xczoxd LTok,
Gai2R nanod, among otlors, on dndividual wancd (Fiwst ian
Unkncany CGALD?, Ca k2isz qucaiione
this insividunl vos Zixzt scon ky hin on

Lpxil 5, 10352, Latwooa tin ihTurs
enploin il thnt onoliinr redlT,

rcon 71 ot 113 -~ 14Th Sioeet, i

othzxs who

d concesaing GALY, ko noid
2 aftornooa c2

G:CD 2,13,
a0 oSz

2 Podn g an 2
ittivy 4

P Ueny o~ - . g <
of tbis bLuildins and wns Sononelos

- [y >’ & MY 4 S lus s
concondny tho availability ol &

» qrmmn iy

pair axd CUD izsicatezd o GLISD
a cipzlo, euiol recm.  Inwing no cuch reon
told C.LY ko would pat ki £ Joom 45,

walch reo 1o o C2Uunlid o2 DXl

[ o orbe Bl I A
SOV VNS

k> w3 4 ¢t in oXtaining
2% 107 - 1At
15 would o oved to 2
caid o

giizle rcoa &3 £003 o3 ond BLLan3 availndico,
noied GLLY vias Gruivinzg o Dizck eoy, prctadly o 'Foxd, L
on cut-o02-ctato liconzo pliute (stato o2 yrezistr

dewseradal e

roscibly o 1852 o 1

rocallcd), and that tio cox vies posc

CALY nccontod this tan

2zcnoat ond paid Gh

outsido tha ¢r2lling ard ke nkolioves ko recoived o $10 vill
ard a 31 bill in moymont, T2 cost of tko roon was 510,80

p2r weok ard a {5,350 oy Coponit,

Duricz 'the conversaticn,
d orisinally caid

CAILR 4dndicated ko wos o w2lizr an

Carolinaz,." Lo e:mlnincd €int

Loz o ¢iizoy
2 in axnothrox £

L2 Lhad o ¢

gioto 02 tho Foxrd Lozauzd ko lad 20n vio

-

Al

4/14,15/568,, htlanta, Geoxsin

Stz SOOI N C3IT4 axd

-~ o ® s ma
s AAD S
TCE03 Ly 1l &Ddee
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AT 44-2386 )
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: At this point GARNER indicated ‘that possibly the Zag on the
Ford was a Tennessce tag, but he was not at all certain of .
this, iy

E
*

GARIER described CALZSas being a white male, 32 ~ 35
years of age, 5' 11", 190 pounds, dark brown or black hair
worn in a brush cut, blue eyes, mediun "outdoor' coxnlexion
end having a southern accent. Ie noted no distinguishing
fecatures or characteristies and had no recollection of any.
riny or othor Jjewelry, IHis dress was castal, specifically
cdescribed as a shirt and slacks,

: GALT noved into Rooz #5 at 107 -~ 14th Sireet, H.E.,

] where he reasined untild Sunlday, Azril 7, 18563, On this day . -
= . .GALY was noved to ocn #6 at 113 -~ 14th Street, N.E, Ca this

PRI Yol

‘ occasion, GA2ZR observed GLLT nove his pesscessions and.npoted
that h2 had no luzgnze ana alil of bis pesszessions were cither |
roved in a poper baz ox o,

: On Apxil) 7, 1953, }Z.-‘;I‘.GL‘:)G/.« s DonS0H, an enployee
. of the Albert Pick lotel, 14%7n and enrinz Si¥eets, N.h.,

Atlanta, vias brought to the rcenipy howse by IIlp C, JOLES,
wio is 2als50 cnployed by this hotel, GALILR assianed ANDIRSON
Rooa ##2 at 113 - l4th Street, li.S., ond noted taat the .

individunl he belisved to ke CGALY and AIZIRECI bLeoenxze fricnd;y;

On April 9, 19G5, at opprosinately 9:00 P,lH., GALT

and AMDINS0H come to GANIER's roon at 107 ~ 14th Street, M,LE,,

at wvhich time CGLLT advised GAIuTR that both he and AIDURSOH

wexre checking out, Iz said both nza appeared to have Lecen

drinzinz, Durinz the coaversation, GILT ndvised he had -

receizd n telephone call fron a friend in dichigan and had learned

that weldexrs were receiving a higiner howrly wage there, For This
- yeason, he had docided to go to lidichigan o scek work, AMDIRSON,

vho was & rote) emnloyee, indicaiced ne ving goXy to liichigan

with CGALT and hoped to obiain crmployniont as & wolder's helpor,

GANER yecalled he rofunded approximately $17 To AIDIERSOH, who

hod paid two weeks in advance on xegisteringz on Apxil 7., CALT

did not ask for a refund, 2ithouzh he was paia thrcugh April 11, .
3 but did xecceive the return of "his $,50 deposit Lor the ley.

[ X4

</
H 426
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‘AT 44-2386

,l ’ - —,
L
!

1

%

! A L *
. Thereafter, GARIER acconpanied GALT and ANDERSON “to AIDERSON's

roonm where he secured the rcom keys fron both CGALT and ALDIRSON.
At this tine ho noted several boer bottles in the rocaz and |
presunced GALT and AIDZRSON had been drinking together, GARINER
did not actually okserve the departure of CALT and AIDERSON,
but noted both were gone on the wmorning of April 10, 1868, as

was the previously-describzsd bleck Ford auto,

*~ e

GARIER nmade available the registration for HARCID G,
AIDZERSOil. This registration dozs not refleect an address fox
AYDOZERSOIl, but indicates that his fatiser is G, T, AUDINION,
Duluth, CGeorgia, telcphono muwaper 443-4572, CARXER cxplainad
that he always aticeonts to obtain The nxue and address for 2
next of kin for his rooxzers,

' GAN:iZR provided tac Zollowingz physical dcécription
of DAROLD G, AIDSREDN: .

Race Yhite

Sex ’ liale
Aze 20
Heignt 51 o
Vieight 155 -~ 160 pounds
Hair Light brcwm, parted on side
Coxple:s:ion Eediuvna
Lyes Unknown
Distinguishing
Characteristics Noie noted
Dress . Casunl, shixrt and slacks

CATEIER ddentificd other terants vho resided at

113 ~ l4th Street, N, X,, durinzy the san2 period that GALT

was a yrooner there,

CGARIIZR said ke was unable to recall GALT!s Rirst
nare, but ndvised he had observed nail on the hall toble of
the rocning house at 113 ~ 14th Street, N.L,, which nail was

(g :

"NW 65994 Docld:32989731 Page 12
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ié’r 44-2336 . .

»

.addressed to GALT, At this point, GARIER accompanied the
dnterviewving Agents to 113 - l4th Street, N,E., vhere it was
Observed that -there were two lctters and 2 package on the hall
table addressed to ERIC S, or ¥, GALT, 7The package was ",
postmaxrked 4/1/68, and the lettero wvexre postnarked 4/9.and °
4/19/68, CARIZER advised his sister, RC3BIL LESQMER, a
school teacher wao resides in the Dixleland Apartnents, - .
'1295 Donnolly Avenue, S.W,, Atlanta, had visited hin on
cither Friday or Saturday nisat, Anril 12 or 13, 1963, At
this tire his sister had thunbesd throuzh the mail on the ;
table at the 113 - 14th Street address and upon noticing the
nail addressed to LRIC GALY, she commznted to GARER that
this was the saone nano as the indzv;du.l who, fccoxrding to
newsnaner publiclity, was a suspect in thz purdox of D‘. HATTIN
LYGER ¥3::G, J2, CADITIR s%ated thet he did not feel thexc was
ny liliclihocd taat the CGILY siho bhad stayed ot 113 -~ 14th Strco»,
1T.8,, was ddentical with thnis suspeet, stating nany pcopTc
have the sone nass,

n

GAMER sthucd that he had rpeithexr secn noxr heard o2
CGALT »ricr to Zpril G, 1€35, arni thub aLr~a” CliM's ciny at
his roo:in" houce he sow nothinz to indicate that GALR hod
ary cennzetion witan any otner tonant at »his address prior-to
his arriv 21 theore, GITICR vwias asked vagstier ke nad any
cxolanation for tn- Zact that CGALY hod 3:2il poztrarked 4/1/G8
dd:cs ed to hin at 113 -~ l4tn utivyu, il,5,, ard according
to G»nuzn, GALT did not arrive at tais location uatil April 5, .
1985, GALT sald he was unable to explain this, and had no
idea how this could ceceur, J
GARLIR vias also 'questionced concerning the popsibility
that CGALT or any other roonoys haod lelt ma»erlul with hin in
storage or for eafelicepinz. e assured that this was not
50, fle aid report tha 't Loo:s #4 and 75 ot 113 ~ Y4th Street,
N,%,, Eoth of which it was noted woxe fasteored with hasps
and padlocis, wisd storaze rooms, He stated they coatnined
only linens and possibly a few itcns of no value left behind
by rooxners,

’

, 5~O ,

1
A

428




AT 44-2386
s . « )
v Cr
g With regard to Rooa #5 at 107 ~ 1l4th Street,
N}P., GARKER said that this roon had not bacroccupied by )
anyone since GALT was transferred from this room on April 7, '

- 1963, Fe noted, bowever, that the r2id, PERRY LIE ZACIRY -

or her helper, id ntity unknown, would haV° .changed the sheets

in Boom #5 after GALT was noved, ! .

; With rezard/to Room #6 at 113 - 14th Street, M.E.;
this roon remained vAcant until April. 13, 1233, whon it was
rented to.DLfID O'DLTLYL, 12 Andover Drive, Syossett, New
York, Ne Goescrikcd O'DONELL as 2 vory youngz pan who is also

~  exployed at the Alboert P;c“ hocel and who was brouzht-to the
rocuning houze by ¥Yi=Zd C, I3, E2 said k do“f-noo L*lie"e
this roon was nade up prioxr to its boing rentcd to OIDUIIICLL,
but advised he bod given O'LSLIELL clcan siieats so tkat he
could change the lincns hirsel?, '

" C'A,Ln

Ti
*.-:

said he éid not know of ¢ ny assceliation

can oaly cxplain this by sayinz he xccelved payneont

between GAL? aud othe" recners at either of the rooning
houses except the assceciation 'sith HLROJD G. ATD3ER301, as
previously descr ibed.

In explanation for the failure of the name YGALT!
to appear on tile xoominz house records, CLIUIOR sald that ho

for the

roon while avwny Zrox the

plh-e waere he nainonzns his rﬂcordﬂ

and had inadvertently f£ailed to xecord the nane when he rc turnecd
to his roon,

The intecrview of CARIER concluded at 1:38 £l
April 15, 1€58. | : .

. 4R
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

¥

% Dote. 4/16/68 , .

i

Duriny tho interview of JIILIIZ LILTON GARIER, he
asked the question, 'How are you coaing on tka King mxrdor?" ,
lls was then asked by interviewing A*ont if ko had h.ard or . )
read much concexrninz this and he stated ke had read quite
a bit in the rzrspanoxrs and seen a lot on television,
GALISR then indicated tbat ho knoew this was why ye wero .
asking about GALT, t

L]
»

.
= = . Cer g F = y =

57/

On 434 ,35/68. Atlonta, Georgia Filez Atlonta 442306
A PR BAAS, ) 4/15/653
by s.ﬁ n.,\...l.‘b L FES TS 4 10‘3 DO}G 6Idoled 3/1\’/63

Thit docunent conto'ns neither recommendansng nor contlusions of the FEL It is the property of the FB1 0nd 1s looned 10 your ogaaty:
Mond itg contents ore notIo be distiibyuted cutside your 0gercy.
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RN ' FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIC,

-
. i -

) © pesbpril 16, 19G3

. At 2:30 a.n, JIIIRE DILTON G2

- GLZJER.-telephonically
contacted the Atlanta CIXicE of tEe"I

eral Bureau of

’ Investigation at wahich tine he prov:&ded the followinz

.o inforration: . ;

‘ . Since providing the infcrzation concerxing IRIC

. GALT durinz & porsonal interviewn by agents, he has rechecked -
his xccoxr(3 and now believes thot the ‘indivicual yphom he

-t .- knew as CALY actuxlly mas regzistered at the roomipz house -
; under tne pane of TILLIAL LT3, Route 1, Castonlia, liorth
. ) ’ t B

Carolina,
‘punber to whiclh LT3 was assigred but noted that the iecords
do show L3R arrived April 5, 1¢Z3, and paid through Anril 12,
.+ 319538, TVihon renting the rosn, 1S3 sunplied the npane diss
BIZXTT DIRIRUAN, AC52 Yaltz Street, Varren, iichigan, as the ™
individual io k2 notified in -ease of cxerpgency. CGATRIZR said
21Y 4infoxnnticon provided durinz th2 prior interview was
‘securate exeeot that he non fells ceortain that UILLIAN 1ZD's
g registraticn portains to ZD3IC CGLLR, ’ ' ‘

Aryecency

Tetwtorndesr
wants naze to b2
of LT3, oL

was questicaecd
ClU2 waeon ta2 v
w%asS unaple o oo
except €9 say Lhnt he fe2is Lt

CA® whien Comidig'sister cailed &
h )

at the roczming house vaich wns Gir

txation was in the ponie )
Zactorlily cininin thiz Lo

”
>e
Pl I P4 o’ - D
corzlulad ¢that 203 vvas -
3
(e
L4

A

£9 hzo e Qotersined tais .
P
»r

ot P2
N Y

v

[

WA 0

attonticn to tre il
ted to ZJIC C3I2.

X

0Ore

",
,ov N .

Ll

CARIER said his records Co not reflect- the roca .

3 4 '
-

. On._2/15/G3 ot Atdanta, Caowzin File_ Ltlanta 44-2E35
M .
by A SSANLLTNT sein Dote dictoted A LXZ/CT

This docueieat contcins neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FSL It o
it ond its contents are not 5o be distributeld oviside yeur cgency.

the property of the F&1 ond is Jooned 10 your cgecy;
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

i -

Dote_April 16, 1958

+
>

- ]

In response to a telephgnfg request received
.at 9:31 a.m. from JILTIIE DELXON CGARNER, he was inter-

iiviewed in front of “his restaurant located at 1052 . '
" Northside Drive, lorthwest, Atlanta, Georgla. J

GARIIER opened thz conversation by statinz
"Lee 4s not Galt."
. records for his. rooning house. It was agzain noted these
» - pecords do not reflect a rezistration in the naaz of GALT,
‘ At th= saae timz, GARIER produced an envelopz bearing
the printed naze "Bric S. Calt." CGAZNER sa2id this nane
was printed thereon by CALT when GARLIER requested his
full naze. Other handurlittcon notations thereon were,
according to CARIER, prepared by himself.
. GARCIER stated that subsecusnt to a prior
intervic:, h2e had bzen secarehinz nis records and hic
menory and had nos deterained that on llarch 24, 1628, .
late in The eveninz, an inaivicéual knocked cn his ’
apartmant door, Antroduczsd hiuselfl as ilr, GALT, and
requested a sinsle rocn.

' []

E2 wes placed in hioon
Yortheast, Atlanta, Gzorgzla, on
szall, vas offcred an adjoining

iumber 2, 113 14th Strect,
noting that the rooa ueas
storaze rooam in ithich

to place his surplus belonsings. At this point, GILT
resarked he weald be able to utilize a aesk in tne storage
roon for his television sct.

GARIIER d3d not sce CGALZ unload his auborovile
or brinz his pcsscssions into the rccm. He next say
CALD on ilarch 31, 1638, at which %tinz the rent ut2s due and

Ca 2oril 5, 1653, CGAREER entered the rooa at
approxiratzly 11:00 a.n. to chanze thc linens., At this
tina., h2 found & note on the bed written on-a plece of

Ce

He then made available the registration . .

'R

GAIR made tn2 stateazné, "I n2y &s uell pay you for another
_week." fhis was Lotueen 1:00 and 2:30 p.n.

carivezrd, bkelicved oy ﬁln 0 »2 & Lithaly Siirs ozesing
which statad in effect "Ifve 1od to go to EZirzinzhan,

Ilve 1loft my TV set here end uill ¢ry to retura for i In

Onti f35/53— o1 Bf1ontia, Caopziy file= Atlanta 44-2335
Si RC2AR L. 3.3 and 57{

Joomey @y re mn —p »
3-..--.4 X

pIA thic

b} =5 -
Dote dictoted 1/16/ >

This document contoing neither recommendstons nor conclusicas of the FBIL IS 15 the property of the F£I o0ad is Yooned 10 your
#ord it contents ore notso be distributed ovtsids your ojency, 4
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AD L4-2385
| RLZ:bjec - .
t2 _
i about a weck." He doz2s not reczll whether the note was
! printed or written and Gestroyed it by throwing it in
i;the trash lanzdistely. . ’
4
| ! ~ -« OARNER descrilo ed GALT o5 a vhite akle, 323 to 35
- years of age, approxinmately six feet tall, slender build,

bi;cv hair, sworn very short with pO”Siblj a part on the.
- 8 eo

f GARNER had previously noted GALT to be ut11491n°
g a 1lizht cqlorcd, oclss 1o;y white, autonodile &nd on the
morningﬂz? Aoril 15, 1653, uulevhonicallj cantacted Hr. . . .
HAFOLD T“”‘, Rooa Nuaver ), 107 1Lth Street, liortheast, -
Zs TChIB Tutoaovile was packed near WATERS, at which tine
he as¥ed VYATEAS generslly Af ho recalled the make of coar
end UATZRS advized hia L€ wss a late codel Huztong,
. poseidly 19350 or 1927. ‘

>4

CARLIZR cstinzted hia toizl contact with GaAL?°

on both occaslions dia noe ceed onc~helf heur. lie stated |
on both oce aSlbu~ CALT :rs catly'drcascd in a gere suls,
whise shirt, ongd tis iz characterized nia a3 loskins

like a2 preachzr, ‘ -

The inconzistencies in the inforaation greviouszly.
furnished by CaAxLeEd end the forﬂ"oirﬂ were thorousily
discueced vwith Hln and ho could atbribute 1t cnly to
"belng conxused in that ho had CPPOJCOJS’J aszoclated
the nazne GALT vith the roouer, WILLIAM LEE, asobout whom
h2 had furnishcd the inforaation.

At this ti=e, GAINZR made available & three pase
genoransun in his handuritinz which chronolozlcally scts
forth his cssocliation with 9iL7P., The envelope previously
referred to, furnished by GnLJdR, on uhich GALT wrote his

name, alco contzined the notatlon "gould do several
difrernnt kinds of work." This note was prepared by GANIIER.
¢ -

59
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<

4 ¢ »
GARNER stated he made this notation durinz his inlitial
contact wvilth GALT, at which time he asked his usual
questions of ncw roomers about their line of work. He
on the envelope in his peraanent records. GARNER added
that at the tiae of rentins thez rooan, he received a
p $1.00 key deposit froa GALT and the key was left with
the note on tnz bed by GALT,

56

NV 65994 Docld:32989731 Page 19

sald he inadversently failed to record the inforaation '
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® FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGA TN,y

i ] . ’ . Date April 16, 1958

-

I . : / .
i JUCIIE DELToM GARMER was interviowed in the

office of théfFEadfazg%uﬁeau of Investigation, 275 Peach-~

tree Street, Northeast, Atlanta, Georgia, after voluntarily
accompanyinz SAs RO3ZER L. KAXS and EARRY L, LEE.froa his

place of business, 1052 MNorthside Irive, llorthwest,”

Atlanta, Gzorgla. At this tine, GARGZR stated that he was @ -

: aware of thes discrepancies in the inforaation furnished Yy

hinm but insisted it was due solely to the confusion which.

existed in his mind in crronecously relating the nan

GALT with his rooxar, HILLIL! LEZ, i- -
E H° stated he had no reagon for telling th°

Arenos that he had no itens in his pessession uhich be-

lonvcd to GALY, winen, in fact, he was holding a television.

sét, other than the ccnfusion previcusly referred to.

j In‘detoraininz the indivicuals in each of the
recainz houses osesratad by hin (167 1lsh Streot, llortheast,
Atlanta, CGzorglia) vho T2y have bezn in a oouiticn to
observe GALT, h adviscd theb at the tinme of rantipa to-

GAL?, tnere vizs no obthexr occurzant in this bulldainz

E= stgtcd he had closed 113 A4th Street on
February 11, 1S33) after the nalishborhcod hippies atbtezirted
to take it over.

He 2Gazitbed that ho nagd tso double roc:is .
vacant at tne tice GLLZ arplind for & ca and that ha
had prcv*ouuly ranted thoese for tna nrice of a sinzle
roox, but CGALR insisted on a single rota, s0 he uccidcﬁ
to open the ofher rocninzg house. Iz adzmitted 16 cost
hia oorz to do this than he tionld receilve initially in
rent, but ¢that Lo bad been plannir to opan 4it, as the
other houce was £illing ud. * .

. &7 R

on_ 4/15/68 . Atlenta, Georgia Fiiox A0lanta 452335
SA HARRY L. Ie..u and -
n-n oy : .\l-". _- R s o : n'

by q(\ nCu— Lc FORR Scte v e J DOfe’ dfc,o,erd l/lv/v-) _

Thes document contains neither recommendotons nor conclusions of the FEL It is the property” of the F8I ond is tcaned o ,ef, ozeray;

i ond its contents ore not o be distribyted ovtside your ogency.
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GALT remained the sole occupant of this
buildin~ until April 1, 19068, at which timz FRED C,
JOVLo vwas placed in Rooa MNumber.l. i e . .

In continuinz to question GARMER as td'why‘hc
had denied holdinz property for GALT, he finzlly adaitted
that it had been his pollcy in the past to retain for
:30 days pozsesscions leflt behind by rooxners, fthen to
‘claim thea as his oin, and 1% was his intention to do

, this with the television eget.

GARIIER t£pecifically denied that he had pre-
viously knoun GALY, thzt GaALT h23d been rafcerred to hin
by anyonz, that he had accepted en extra amount of
noney rron GALT for cny r~1son, or tnhat he had any
kno ’Jse concerning his present vhereabouts,

GARGZR stated that h2 was born and raised in
Vlssisslﬁpi, waz a nesozr of ths Laptist Church, and
vas "not a Comaunicst.” He denied havinzg any knouledze
of the John 2Ziren or othzsr rizht ﬁ*no orzanizations,
staetinzg he h2d Joincé only cne orzaénization wvhich nﬁn:
he could not noi reccall, but dcscribcd by him as a
civic orzanization.

Ha reiterated that &% had always been his
intention to cooperate with the F3XI and that he had,
in fact, thrat corning given the address and telephone
nuaver of his rastzurant to a rocsier, Hr. BURGESS, where
he could be reached should GALT return for the tele-
vision set. Hz stated he did this 50 he could
Aaaediately notify the ¥3I of GALT!s return.

. o
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ADDITIONAL MATERIAL TO BE REFERRED TO

Chicago Field Office File 44-1114-772

NV 65994 Docld:32989731 Page 22




L2 Ak arin

e P I I

S , - Iy ‘ L ~ o . o . ¢
AT .L".; e " “FIDERALBUREAY * INVESTIGATION @A 4+ b si in rolockf
MR el 57 U.S. DEPAGTHIL CF JUSTICE RN R S
f1 583 Wsw pe, o ., o, COMMUNICAT N SECTION " L I/ A
‘“gf"v" S ";’:; G e, o MARLBISES AL e VT M. Caliahane,

’1"4;3955' SRR IO s L N Lo . 2;;‘,'{‘—,»"",‘ :;X' !(.J:inr&d
: 0 T Y oo St TR v
rs- FB1 msmpms S L xererveEl | L e
1 N 'w, ‘. ‘ 5 /l‘ : . %“gx\’,—s‘:o;u

‘n »f': 'y B “ e T T i
{ .705 PM URGEX T 3=13~ 69 DND:, ‘_- . X . | ﬁ'- T:vgan_.
r. Trotter. .
ﬁrg, o TO DIREGAOR (44- 38861) ATTN: ma 'AL ROSEN, ASSISTANT DIRECTOR e Reomm
aH e ' S “.93 Heles

; ks;vGENE L INVESTICATIVE' DIVISIONwéT{ -t"*'*’“’“”’??(“T f”*‘ NS KA/

R 3 87 : N . s i -a: ";M ‘ A ‘ *% - i ‘i 5) .“,«’ |1* T’Af";‘ 4..1: *

A FRON NENPHIS <44 1937) B e N A W

g w0, o o S «L;f,m;bx\mj* S "f\ _‘p! E
SN MURKIN /— Nos ac S\NA—T\ON oF N\mvfm LoTRER V\NG SR e

EPrna: U Ty Sy P N

T R TR e A

B

if"’*',zum SO IT WAS NOT POSSIBLE FOR US TO, msauorg HIM. RAY INDICATED
. i P ; . &‘ X )
{1 HE'BETTER GO BACK TO CELL AS SAC WAS ONLY TRYING TO TRICK HIM - /“
"‘.d'
k. ‘?4
i INTO TALKIfG ABOUT CASE. HE UAS THEN REMINDED 2 HIS GU% T PR
x ;g“‘ln OPEN COYRT /AND UAS ‘ASKED IF HE. mr%:mssg“ro NI L —%

B ;.t);; sl L. B "ﬂ"x - T 4 ) i ;v ?”‘;,‘":&“
g}ésf'smn’éno. T T e ‘.} ?? oS qe AR 17 1988 I
%’ﬁv Ry mr,nfc} ITICIZED HIS, ATTORNEY ART xanss SR RESATD
xidy | f 5 ‘ L

‘AT APPROXIMATELY 'TWO FORTYFIVE PM, INTERVIEW VAS BEGUN VITH )
} % S_ JAYES EARL RAY DY.SAC, MEMPHIS AT .TENNESSEE STATE PRISON. INTERVIEW ! C

‘ln;’

1 f’ CONCLUDED AT APPROXIMATELY THREE THIRTYFIVE PM. RAY ON sn;sﬁmf

| éz,f}‘“noom SAID, "YOU'RE THE GUY WHO TESTIFIED. I DON'T WANT TO TALK . *
?‘"“To YOU ‘0% ABYBODY FROM THE FBI.™ RAY WAS ASKED TO SIT DOVN AND
;Ez g N‘Aé TOLD IT WAS POSSIBLE WE HAD THINGS VE COULD TALK ABOUT. RAY

11 "j SAID, It NOT GOING TO TALK ABOUT' CASE AS I°VE BEEN HISQUOTED o
 §

;:.' xENOUGH. HE WAS UNABLE TO POINT ouT ANY SPECIFICS WHERE FBI HAD
ol :
5“*’ EVER NISQUOTED LiM. . HE WAS ALSO TOLD FBI HAD HOT IN‘IEQVIEWED

A o

B
[

HANES wAs NOT GOOD ATTORNEY AS HE.REFUSED To mvssnemvcass "ff.' { "’.;

.ﬁ.w

k “"‘"SAC INTERJECTED THAT HIS ATTO?NEY HAD HIRED I‘WESTIGA}'OR: TO

B "' KB
. i . L A i+ R ?
f’-’ END o QT — i O -
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" T~

i
TELLTY e, e Py, Pt R R d Ay
S P R e e e e —
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Yy, ool R T
3 :f"w»sg‘j A S wl *i.,, S, : A, ‘ *
¥ .,::MPA(‘E 'WO Lo AR LM ETRP T Sa,iu ‘:!g"‘is

g i:%; WHICH RAY REPLIED, "HE'S NO soon EITHER; AND HE ONLY BEGAN TO ;?f{,‘g

E ;;j;lxnvs TIGATE A FEV DAYS BEFORE THE TRIAL.” RAY STATED HANES REALLY;Y,

; }é ' WASN T WIS ATTORNEY AS szhzam BRADFO?D Huxg HAD HIRED HANED 10 g;f -

1 ‘2§%¥éd'ro LONDON TO ACT AS ATTORNEY, Fb¥ épy I&tééIURN FOR’ STORY ﬁ\fxifti
,%E§“CONTRACTS. 'RAY WOULD HOT AMPLIFY ov co&raacrs BUT DID srarz HE ;@ »

%%‘]HAD TUO HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS IN CONTRACTS OUT. RAY SAID HE..'i 't

: jf:%¥HADN T RECEIVED ANY MONEY ow ANY oF THESE CGNTRACTS er.- HE ALso'sA\o

' 1%&%;32 HAD ‘CONTRACTED WITH PERCY FOREMAN REGARDING POSSIBLE STORY. H;»h"
f%;igALso SAID PART OF .HIS CONTRACT WITH FORENAN VAS THAT RAY WOULD . .
:gﬂ " NOTEMBARRASS FOREMAN IN COURT. WHEN ASKED IF THAT IS WHY HE . -

§ f”f%?sAID NO WORE IN COURT WHEN HE ROSE TO MAXE COMNENT, RAY SAID HE. -

§‘i§t’?wOULDu T TALK ACOUT IT ANY MORE.. | o RS

% S, HE THEN BECAME CRITICAL OF FOREMAN, SAYING ﬁs YOULDN T

0 T
:;;Iuvssrlrarz 'HIS.CASE EISHER. ' saxa THAT FOREMAN cars 10 x:m

ta,»‘..

: gzﬂszru A naearxva ATTITUDE, SAYING ' YOU? ezsr DEFEVSE is ro PLEAD |
A il

; {;}:GUILTY o? YOU ‘LL GET THE DEATH SENTENCE.” RAY INDICATED DIS- | ‘

.x". :

“k“JSATISFAcIION WITH HIS PAST ATTORNEYS. HE SAID HE WAS TRYING TO '~

i ?ge GET AN ATTORNEY 1IN GEORGIA NOW, HE REFUSED TO INDENTIFY THIS .
. K
: .éﬁg ATTORNEY.. ,(SAC, 1AD ‘PREVIOUS DISCUSSION WITH, WARDEN LAKE '
§ :}.-C'?.
! ag. RUSSELL AT PRISON AND WARDEN van onzssn RAY HAD TOLD HIM HE ‘
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?;jj VAS MAKING EFFORTS TO GET'J. B.. STONER, AN ATTORNEY IN GEOQGIA‘ra)h‘»
iﬁga To REP?ESENI HIM.; J. B, sronsa uELL KNOWN FIGURE IN .VARIOUS WHITE o
ﬁ%%} HAIE G?OUPS I¥ GEORGIA.), Y %;f~bﬁaf R t@,;ffﬁ;gy:?§g4
{aalie ' Lt e e
3§gﬁ}§;f' RAY'ALSO SAID 'HE DIDN’T WANT ro TALK ANY MO?E ABOUT "n;. AN
{5 | ANYTHING, AS HE FELT HIS ATTORNEY, WOULD BE ABLE T0 REOPEN HIS - ¢ 0 .
.'f- ‘;._j‘,' L . ‘ f
%g;i CASE. "HE ALSO SAID KE HAD LETTER PREPARED TO SEND TO sanaroa
e ,
iy EASTLAND AND THEN IN ABOUT TWO OR THREE MONTHS HIS CASE WOULD BE
q’ik CLEARED UP.' HE INDICATED HE MIGHT ; THEN BE WILLING TO'SIT DouN ,
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o MDEFENSE. HE EXPRESSED SOME SKEPTICISM. HE THEN ASKED IF FBI ’{;”~
&Nv A v ) ;
,g}.THOUuHT HE YWAS STUPID ENOUGH TO LEAVE HIS FINGERPRINTS 1IN THE .

r’p‘n« "« 54 ,"‘,‘.« ‘ﬁé

¥

AND DISCUSS THE CASE FULLY. . AL R g:!ﬁ
s ADDITIONAL SMALL TALK OCCURRED AND RAY BROUGHT UP FBI TV N
" SERIES. HE WONDERED WHY F2I ALWAYS HAD TO LET THE CRIMINALS

A”DRAU FIRST BEFO?& THEY VERE SHOT. HE WAS TOLD THIS IS ONLY -

! .§g?iTPYINu TO TELL SAC THAT SONEONE PLANTED HIS PRINTS, AND IF s0 o
E B hid %QHIS STORY WAS GETTING THIN AND SAC WOULD LEAVE. MHE THEN RAISED .
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D-302 (Rev. 4-13-61)

1 FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

' Date ___4/11/68

37

At approximately 10:30 a.m, DONALD F, WOOD
was contacted at Aeromarine Supply Company, 5701 Airport
Highway, Birmingham, and. advised that he is the son of
ROBERT E, WOOD, SR., who is the owner of the Aeromarine
Supply Company, ¥WOOD was discreetly questioned con-
cerning the sale of a Remington caliber 30,06 rifle,
serial number 461476, which Aeromarine had purchased
from Wimberley-~Thomas in August, 1966, DONALD F, WCCD
immediately stated that he had heard the accounts of tke
assassination of MARTIN LUTHER KING the previous day on
the radio and had immediately recalled selling a rifle,
as was described in the newspaper as the murder weapon,’ to
an individual about a week before the murder, WOOD
immediately searched for and found a sales invoice in hkis
records and indicated that on SBaturday, March 30, 1968, he
had sold this gun to.an individual using the name HARVET -
LOWMEYER, .

After obtaining both copies of this sales
invoice, Mr, WOOD was requested to accompany the inter.
viewing Agent to the Birmingham Office of the FBI, whicth
he agreed to do, Mr, WOOD was transported to the Birmipz-
ham Office of the FBI, where he furnished the following
signed statement: .

"Birmingham, Alabama
April 5, 1968

"I, DONALD F, WOOD, hereby make
this statement to Special Agent NEIL P, SHANAHAN
who has identified himself to me as a Special P
Agent of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, I
reside at 405 Lance Lane, Birmingham, Alabama and
subscribe to telephone number 836-4918, I am
employed by my father, ROBERT E, WOOD, SR, at the
Aeromarine Supply Company, 5701 Airport Highway,
Birmingham, Ala,, a8 a salesman,
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*On Friday, March 29, 1968, sometime
in the early afternoon I had Just returned fron
lunch when I observed Mr, U, L, BAKER, alsc a
., salesman, completing the sale of a rifle to an
individual unknown to me, 'Mr. BAKER had just
sold this man a Remington, Model 700, Caliber
243 Winchester with a 2x-7x Redfield Scope
mounted thereon, Mr, BAKER had made this sale f
‘and had also mounted and bore sighted the scope
on our machine, This individual also bought onz
box of 20 rounds of ,243 Norma ammunition, He
payed cash for this sale, When I fixrst observed
this man he was dressed in a dark business sult
with a white shirt and tie, as well as I remember,
He was approximately 5'8" tall, 150 to 160 pounds
and had dark hair, He had a medium complexicn and
appeared to be a meek individual, This individuali
had given his name as HARVEY LOWMEYER and stated
that he resided at 1907 South 1llth Street,
. Birmingham, Alabama, He also advised that he wasg
36 years of age,

re

"This information was not given to me
personally by this individual, but I determined it
from the bill of sale that was prepared by
”r. BARR.

"Following the sale this individual left
the store carrying the gun in a cardboard box
utilized by the Browning Manufacturing Company,

This box was used because with the scope mounted

the rifle would not fit in the normal Remington bcx,
. He also took the empty Remington manufacturer'a

carton with him when he left,

"It was, as best I recall, either later
that afternoon or early the following Saturday
morning when this individual called on the tele.
phone and stated that he hud had a conversation
with his brother and decided that the gun he had
purchased was not the gun he wanted and he regurated
whether he could exchange it for a Remington, ¥Yodel
760, 30,06 caliber, I adviscd him that we coulsd
make this exchange but that it would cost hin arn
addi tional $5,00,

- 024
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"At approximately 9:00 AM on Saturday,
March 30, this same individual returncd to the
store with the gun he had previously purchased,
Yhen he returned the gun he had the gun still in . o
the Browning box, I told him that I would change
the scope from the caliber ,243 rifle to the
¥odel 760, but that it would take me until approvi-
mately 3:00 o'clock in the afternoon and X
instructed him to return at 3:00 o'clock and to bxing
the original Remington box for the caliber ,243
weapon with him when he came as I would need 2 box to
store the gun in, I gave him the Model 760 gun and
I believe that I left it in the Browning carton, X
did not receive the $5.00 because in exchanging the
scope I had to use a Weaver base and rings instasald
of the Redfield base and rings and this made up the
cost difference. I also exchanged tl» box of ,243
caliber ammunition for a box of 30,06 ammunition
which I believe was Peters Core Lokt, 150 grain,
20 rounds per box, He left the store carrying tbs simn
in the cardboard box,

"During the course of our dealings cn
Saturday I asked this individual why he didn't want
the caliber ,243 gun and I told him that it was =&
big enough gun to bring down any deer in Alabama, H&
stated in an offhand manner, that he wanted the 50,96 -
caliber gun because he was going to use it to hurt in
Wisconsin,

"At the present time this is all that'I cax
remember concerning the transaction with this indivia
dual, ,

"4/5/68

"I have read this signed statement and
accopt wvhexn X have initiated one correction, I
find it to consist of this and two other pages and
it is true and correct.

"/g/ DONALD F, WOOD

"/s8/ NEIL P, SHANAHAN, Special Agent,
FBI, 4/5/68. .

“/s/ MARVIN M, EUBANKS, Special Agent,
FBI, Birmingham, 4/5/68." -

: 72 - ORS
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FD-302 (Rev, 4-15-64)

1 FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION .

: - Date __April 8, 1968

. DONALD F, WOOD, residence 405 Lance Lane, Birminghanm,
the son of the owner of Aeromarine Supply Company, Airport
: Highway, was asked 1f he could identify a customex who purchased
a gun case for a Varmint model rifle on March 29, 1968. WOOD,
after checking his invoices, noted that there was such a sale
" made on March 29, 1968, but the invoice was made out to '"Cash.”
WOOD recalled, however, that this customer is a regular custoner
who is8 a white male, about 25 years old, five feet, tean inchss,
170 pounds, long, black hair, whose first name is JOHN, WOOD
further recalled that he had sold a Browning pistol to this man
about two .and one-half years ago. WOOD then checked his records
and identified this man as JOHN WEBSTER DeSHAZO, 17 Montevallo
Lane, Mountain Brook, Alabama, who purchased a Browning Standard
Weight Pistol on December 11, 1965. ¢
Later on April 7, 1968, DON WOOD made available the
following weapons which had been identitied by JOHN WEBSTER
DeSHAZO as having been handled by the person who purchased a
rifle and scope sight at the Aeromarine Supply Company on
March 29, 1968:

One Browning Safari grade, caliber .243,
bolt-action rifle, Serial No. 3700Z5,
Stock No. 946A.

One Remington Model 700, heavy barrel,.
Varmint .243 Winchester, S8erial No. 266009,
8tock No. 753A.

One Remington Model 788, caliber .30-30, bolt-
action rifle, Serial No. 020726, Stock No. 756A.

Mr. WOOD was furnished a receipt for the above
weapons.,

On __4/7/68 at _ Birmingham, Alabama File # __BH 44-1740

SAs ROBERT M, BARRETT ME 44-1987 ... 02

and WILLIAM A, SAUCIER RMB:mas . 4/8/68 -~ !

b)' re Date dictated -

MW jﬁ%& BouldgpoaIphp @@’ge{gg;omo.ndaﬁom nor conclusions of the FBL. Itis tlif perty of the FBI and is loaned to
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION - * =
1

Date -_April 14, 1968

[T

. Immediately following the ‘receipt of a package at
approximately 12:30 a.m., April 8, 1968, containing three
weapons from Special Agent ROBERT M. BARRETT, Special Agent
RALPH N, BUTLER hand-carried them aboard a Delta Airlines
flight, changing to an Eastern Airlines flight in Atlanta,
Georgia, and ultimately accompanied them to Mr. GEORGE BOWEBRAKE
of the FBI Identification Division at approximately 8:00 a m.
on April 8, 1968.

These items, from the time they were delivered to SA
BUTLER, did not leave his possession until delivered to Mr.

BONEBRAKE.,
i
) Birmingham, Alabama -
On 4/8/68 ot ¥Yashington, D. C. File ¥ __BH 44-1740 .
028

v
; * This document contains neither recommendations n conc!uamf the FBL. Jtis lhe property of the FBI and is losned to
N AsanagEneidbEnbite e natheny not to be distrTited outside your agency.




D-302 (Rev. 4:.5-84, .
1 FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date ___4/11/68

At approximately 1:00 p,m, on April 5, 1968,
Mxr, ROBERT E, WOOD, SR.,, and DONALD F, WOOD accompanied
. the interviewing Agents to the Aeromarine Supply Company,
5701 Airport Highway, Birmingham, where DONALD F, WCOD
made available a Remington Model 700, caliber ,243, rifis,
which was believed by them to have been handled by the
unknown individual who had purchased the Remington Model
760 rifle on March 30, 1968, DONALD F, WOOD also furnished
nine boxes of caliber ,243 ammunition from their inventory
stating that one box of this ammunition was believed o
have been handled by the individual who purchased the gue, -~ ' .
o DONALD ¥, WOOD also furnished a set of Redfield bases and L
rings which had been the original bases and rings furnished
by the manufacturer of the Redfield scope,
Nr, WOOD Was>u£urnished a signed receipt for
the above itens, -

Immediately following the receipt of these itens,
SA NEIL P, SHANAHAN hand carried them aboard a United Atz-
lines flight, changing to a Delta flight in Atlanta, Ceoxypla,
and ultimately accompanied them to Mr, GEORGE BONEBRAKE 154
the ¥BI ldentification Division at approximately 8:00 p.nm,
same date, These items, from the time they were delivezad
to BA SHANAHAN, did not leave his possession until delivered
to Mr. BONEBRAKE,

on __4/5/68 at Birmingham, Alabama File 4 _ BH 44-.1740
S8As NEIL P, SHANAHAN and - -
by NEIL G, MARTIN: NPS/jnml Date dictated 3/ 11768 029
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FD-302 (Rev, 4-15-64)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

w

H

1 Date 4/8/68

L}

U, L. BAKER, 1408 Clermont-Drive, advised he. is an - ‘/
employee of the Aeromarine Supply Company, Airport Highway. -
Birmingham., In connection with the sale of a gun case for- 9«
Varmint model rifle, BAKER said he recalled making suci a
sale, but could not recall the date nor the name of the
customer. He said:he cculd not state that this gun case was
sold on the same date that he had sold a rifle and scope sight,
which was March 29, 1968, He said the man who bought the gun

27 -~ 28 years old, 5'9", 180 1lbs., heavyset, with blond,
thinuning hair,  BAKER identified the other salesman, who would
X have been behind the counter on March 29, 1968 as the manager
“.  of the store, J, HOYT STEPHENS, , -

o,

In connection with the accent or speech of the persoR

it was from "this" (Alabama) general area., BAKER said that

the man who purchased the rifle had left the store on March 29,
1968, and came back later in the afternoon and picked up tke
rifle. He was asked if it was possible that the man stayed 1in
the store during this time, and BAKER said he was not sure,

case was a frequent customer, and described bhim as a white male.

who purchased the rifle and scope sight, BAKER said he believed -

- 035

on__4/7/68 . Birmingham, Alabama File # _BH_44-1740 _
SAs ROBERT M. BARRETT and
by __ WILLIAM A, SAUCIER:RMB:jbt 2" Date dictated ___ 1/8/68
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L] VP —
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TO : Mr. Jenkins . vate: 10-31-74 - f b i:wu-
- . L] q- 2z
' : Geay uwk" i
Som,
FROM * : J. J. McD © imapection e
‘{m\(/ 'ALL Izzro;z"mm CONTAINED f’ . e
HB““’I}X\ 18 UNCLACORLE \{ e
SUBJECT: SevRKm (44-3886) R &9 B
Cegel Covn. ..
Morris Cunningham, Washington representative of the e~

Memphis Commercial Appeal, called Inspector Bowers during the
‘ afternoon of 10-30-74 from Memphis, where he is covering the James Earl
~ Ray hearing in Federal District Court. Cunningham said Ray had testified
A to having sent a letter to Senator James O. Eastland (D-Miss.) shortly after
; ‘he had been sentenced to prison for the King slaying. Ray allegedly said
that he told Senator Eastland in the letter that he personally did not shoot
King, but was partially responsible for his death. (News reports, '10-30-74,
on the hearing corroborate this and indicated that Ray's letter to Senator
Eastland was read into the record.) .
Cunningham said he called Senator Eastland at his residence in . :
Mississippi and asked him about this matter. Eastland recalled the letter
and said he advised Cunningham about it when it was received, however, '
Cunningham does not recall this. He said Eastland had told him he had ‘
forwarded the letter to the FBI as he does many similar letters he receives N
from prisoners. ..Cunningham said Eastland suggested he call Bowers to
determine if the FBI could locate the letter and to tell Bowers that he,
Eastland, approves furnishing contents of the letter to Cunningham,

e a—

.
P ]
2

-7

‘ Bowers pointed out to Cunningham that we were precluded from
‘ doing so under Department regulations. It was pointed out to him, however,
that should Senator Eastland desire, a copy of the letter, if located, could .
be made available to the Senator's office and the Senator could release the
letter if he wishes. Cunningham said that should be satisfactory with him.
He was told he would be advised as soon as this matter could be checked out. He
can be reached through the news room of the Memphls Commercial Appeal, gy -~

area c?de 901 526-8811 in Memphis. EC 5Y -3 4] 596 7L

This matter was checked th gourtney Pace, Administrative
Assistant to Senator Eastland, who indicated he was aware of Cunmngham s request.

el it KL
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Enclosure NG ,
1 - Mr. Callahan 1 - Mr. McDermott b { -} NO ‘ :
1 - Mr. Mintz 1 - Mr. McGowan v ‘5 1974+
1 - Mr. Gebhardt . 1 - Mr. Bowers b ey e,
CBF:dk (9) __!.___ KoY CONTINUED - OVER,
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! McPermott to Jenkins Memo
Re: MURKIN

He said that should we find the letter in question and furnish a copy to ,
him, he would be glad to handle the matter with Cunningham for the Senator.

Bufiles reflect that Senator Eastland made a copy of Ray's letter
available to Inspector Bowers on 3-17-69. Accordingly, a copy of Ray's
letter, see attached, has been made available to Courtney Pace on 10-31-74
so that he can handle the matter with Cunningham.

RECOMMENDATION:

For information.
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Your File No. - 44-1987 April 24, 1968 R
FBI File No. 44-38861 s
Latent Case No., 91075 -~ '
7o
f
'f
b, g ’
RE: JAMES EARL RAY, FBI #405942G |
~ ' Latent fingerprint previously reported on the
i Remington model 760 rifle, serial #461476, Q2; the latent finger-
. print on the telescopic sight, serial #A17350 on the rifle, Q2;
K latent fingerprint on the binoculars, Q14; the latent fingerprint
. on the newspaper, Q19; the latent fingerprint on the after shave
- lotion bottle, part of Q24; and the latent fingerprint on the Schlitz .
5 beer can, Q533, have all been identified with the fingerprints of , .
James Earl Ray. ' ~ .
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. AUGUST 29 and 30, 1967. .
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

1 . _ Date ____4/13/68

e At 8:30 A,M,, the records of the Jefferson County ;
W Department of Revenue were examined to determine the registéred
owner of an automcbile bearing 1968 Alabama tag no. 1-38983,

f» These records indicated that this tag was issued on October 2, .
. 1967, to Mr., ERIC S. GALT, 2608 Highland Avenue, Birminghanm,
e Alabama for a 1966 Mustang, two-door, eight cylinder Vehicle

. Identification No., 6T07C190647. This record also indicated "
Lt that' this car bore a previous 1967 Alabama tag no. 1A-88354, )
" A check of the records concerning this number revealed that

s> this pumber was issued for the same automobile to a Mr.*

ia, . WILLIAM D, PAISLEY, 701 48th Street South, Birminghanm, Alabama,,
KA vho bought this.car 'from Maring Crawford Ford Company, Birminbham,
Nt ogjnecember'ls,,lgss This car 'had originally beea registered .

‘2 . By, Maring Crawford Ford Company, on March 11, :1966, jas bavieg

NI
H‘". vy

%y
J:‘

v i
{22,
g

T

]
LA

CFew,
Vi 2

2 . been /801d jto MELVIN E:HARVEY, 3311 'Highland Drive,’ Birm.ngham.
ﬁgg The record shcws the car was transferred from HARVEY 8 name to“ e
SR ., - PAYISIEY on December 15, 1966, and was them transferred from.w & 77+
L PAISLEY to ERIC S, GALT 2608 Highland Avenue, Birmingham,
Alabama, on. August 30, 1967.
- t e ‘ }‘:
{.‘.-'& g . . A
[ » : ‘ 1 C
. ‘ 4
% ! 43
on__4/8/68 . Birmingham, Alabama File # ___BH 44-1740
SAs NEIL P. SHANAHAN and ) o
by ROBERT M. BARRETT:NPS tinlzjbt Date dictated ";’11/68

This document contains nelther recommendations nor concluuono of the FBI. 4@ the property of the FBI and is loaned to

 NUPES9s R liarbisgPertage 4gt to be distributed outeide your sgency '
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PAISLEY recalls GALT mentioned that he wo“khd oh

. barge 1line between New Orleans and St. Louis, and that hs
'would work 20 days and then be off 10 days. He recalled

GALT saying that he was married, and that his wife was row

.1iving "over in Rocky Ridge," re;terr.tng to an area south of

". Bonewood Alabama. _ L -
. oF . .\ PAISLEY described GALT as a white male, age about

'dark brown hair, neat-looking, neat dresser, quiet, accc"*
wwas snot: :trom :the Alabama area.

. .
R :

* on August 30, 1967,
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w'*:-. griztt,: | vefpevibis e e e T B R
*35. '»"-'--,,. ,nl!r. PAISLEY said he did not believe he could 169:1
..fGRL’n AL-hé ,ever saw him: iagainliii {‘.‘i’o,a" I R A S 74
u/#;ﬁ‘r:}_}"” q-?ﬂ"(‘ e -?"""f‘"-j o .4,,.. ,!u,“ - .‘;'Plrf,' b ;?,,_,1‘.‘.:':_:,"94 '
g "533*4- ~.PAISLEY produced a bill of sale for this transacti
~1iwhich shows the car was sold to ERIC GALT, 2608 Highland
~iAvenue, .Birmingham, Alabama, telephone 323-—9487, for 81,825
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. e 32, five feet, ten and oneihalf inches tall, 160 to 16% psunds,.




FD-302 (Rev, 4-15-84)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

-

e
“  pate__April 9, 1968 -"iL%!

. H ' » o .~‘-"f.-;: .'s:,.'
2L " WILLIAM D. prsm, 701 48th Street South,
iuh:%",nirninghan, 1urnished the followiqg.

On August 29, 1967, a man later identified as ERIC

GALT came to the PAISLEY residence in a taxi cab. This man

~. apparently was the same man who had called earlier in the -
- ;. day-and talked to PAISLEY'S wife about an ad the PAISLETs had
'"?placed in a local newspaper in an effort to sell their 1366 ‘
: ~'“white Mustang. PAISLEY showed.the automobile which has a "
oo xed interior to GALT and offered to let him test-drive ths |
Axn‘gﬁrcar¢vacALT refused to drive the. car,.saying he did not have " . ...
ZsErivfan Alabana [drivers’ 1icense, “butihe did ‘have:one in Louisiana.~~ ,”ifﬁ
jf yég“PmISLB!fthen drove GALT around the area, and during this P ~# F3
:474, i.drive picked up PAISLEY'sS son DAVID. "When they returzed to g

"’J
3

"the.: DPAISLEY residence, GALT said "X'll take it off your ’
bhands,” GALT said he did not like the off-white color of the
car, but apparently was otherwise satisfied. GALT then gug-~
.gested that he give PAISLEY some earnest money, and asked £f
"PAXSLEY would .drive GALT to the downtown area of Birminghram, -
It was then agreed that they would meet the next day at
., =bout 10:00 a.m, at the First National Bank to settle the
"+, -deal. GALT told PAISLEY that he, GALT, had his bank accoautt

. at the Birmingham Trust National Bank. GALT asked PAZSLET
. .. how he wanted payment for.the car, and PAISLEY suggested a
il .cashier's check. GALT said he did not know how to get a

-+ ' caAshier's check, and PAISLEY said he would show him how the
» next day.  PAISLEY, accompanied by his son DAVID, then tock

i, GALT to First Avenue and North 20th Street, where CALT get
A Out ot the car.,, . P e Coe ..gn»

‘ " The next day PAISLBY received a telephone call from o .
. “canm, who said he would meet him at the First National Banrk K
.- to mettle the deal, At about 10:15 a.m,, they met in freni BERAS
.. of the bank, and GALT took $2,000 cash out of his shirt . g 02
. ‘pocket and gave it to PAISLBY PAISLEY suggested they go RIPLILS
. *'4nside the bank and count the money, which they did.. PAXSITY - . .
4. deposited the money -in the bank, and GALT went with PAIRLF"' L
. son to a parking'lot where he took possession of the car.

" .
. :
b % e .ot Lﬂ e

Pt
‘_‘;-’ ot

On.__4/9/68 at Birmingham, Alsbama File # __BH 44-1740
| SAs NEIL P, SHANAHAN " ; - 058
o and;ROBERT M, JBARRETT RMB:mas 4/0/68




FD-302 (Rev, 4-15-64)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

1 ' " Date 4/12/68
i - : : L »-,:;‘;:f“fw
RIS wn.L):AM DAVID PAISLEY, JR., 701 South 48th Street .

Birminghan, on April 9, 1968 furnished the following:

Sometime in late August, 1967 PAISLEY's father

%vss. . had run an ad-in the Sunday newspaper 1n an effort to sell
WLET their 1966 white two-door hardtop Miustang with red intericer
T and whitewall tires, They advertised the car as being for
e sale for $1,995. A couple of days later, a man later identi-
¥4, | fled as ERIC GALT and PAISLEY's father picked up PAISLEY at the

.+ _:.home of one of his friends, PAISLEY's father was driving the .
... rcar and GALT was riding in the front seat. They drove around '
oo, athe.area for awhile and then returned to the PAISLEY restdenco, .
~WGAlu“did not ask' any questions, look at the motor or.in-the truzk
"joz-‘the.cary He said,~"I'll be glad to take this car off . your s
4 .‘:hands.ﬂi Ho then agreed to give PAISLEY's father a down, pa-meﬁx g
e YT Tt PAISLEY would take GALT back to downtown Birmingham.
e They then agreed to meet.the next morning at the Pirst Natioeal
Bank to settle the deal, because PAISLEY's father has his office
in that building and PAISLEY at the time was employed in the
First National Bank.

: o Hr. PAISLEY suggested that GALT obtain a cashier’s
. check, PAISLEY and his father then took GALT to First Aveave
" North and.20th Street, where he got out of the car. That
ant evening, August 29, 1968, PAISLEY tried to call GALT at the tele~-
Cnl phone number GALT had left with PAXSLEY's father, PAISLEY .
W <, :was-unable, to talk to GALT as he was not at the number called
and PAISLEY learned this number was at a rooming house oa Bigbh-
land Avenue. The next day PAISLEY's father received a telephche
call from GALT who said he was six blocks away from the First
 National Bank building and would meet the PAISLEYs in front of
L "the First National Bank at about 10:15 A.M. They met in frout
.. ' of. the bank at 10:15 A,M, and GALT produced $2,000 &n cash, [ T
©..'.  mostly twenties, with some 100-dollar bills, They stepped’ v
"inside the bank where the money was counted and GALT was o
.. given a bill of sale.

- - »:“"""w ; J" "i' ”‘ ir ! 2 . NI
- R ' :' .:.,',-.. AR i<f~» . '
SRS . . ' - *'.‘
“On 4/9,10/68 ot Birmingham, Alabama ' File # BH_44-1740 -
SAS NEIL P, SHANAHAN and .. 060
2 H Date dictated 4/9.11/68
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BE 44~1740 . .., o L ’ oo SEnEEL
e, PAISI.EY then took GALT to the parking lot where the .
:car was parked and showed him how to drive the car. Be tbe-a .
gave GALT .the keys and GALT drove off .- . S ”"; _:j;f.:’;;‘,
I “DAVID PAISLEY recalled that he observed this san» L
car for about .81x weeks after the sale, parked in front of
the .rooming house in the 2600 block of Highland Avenue, but . N
'__,’, - that he-had mot seen this automobile since about the first cf ...
KB j0ctober,,1967. 1. He . also recalled that on one of these occasions ™'
gy - he“observed 4 front. bumper tag with a drawing of a Conledazate
‘:tfé;; o8 i tlag thereon“ e ,,,;;:_’-,".ﬁg_;;;‘;;,.g; ;-‘:{‘-ﬁ..‘:“r:bs-‘;-;. IR P 1
_%’; ;:_;!‘“" 2 e {‘ “u‘Y ‘:_’_: :’;, e Y 9 -‘ "‘.*‘:f{‘;}.;}s.‘- cf,l’_, by ‘;,;xlu:.‘;?:‘?i”‘ % -;.:. ot e r.’,-*‘w-,_:.z&:::_'t 5
Z;%;.gf.{-:".f"’,; -’w-v- w»PAISLEY recalled 'GALT: saying that he worked on a *
o ichis od he“Mississippf River "out of St. Louis" to Yew . e
,’:‘-’;‘;’ﬁ*_." Orleans. He would work a month and then be off for two wecks,
L ‘ and ‘that’ this was a lonely life. He also said he bad saved
' 211 ‘his money from his job and would pay cash for the csar. .
— PAISLEY also recalled that GALT was emphatic a2bout
T not test driving the automobile, and said that his Louisfanx
Lk license had ‘expired and he had not obtained an Alabama driver
st ' license yet. He.also recalled GALT making 2 statemoent that w
NS did his banking at the Birmingham Trust National Bank, and e
L;,;f - "I have ny noney there.’: M e IR .,,.,.,. S ‘,;-f»_",,;;g';;:;{” ey
Zeb o w0 7 pAYSIRY described GALT as a white male, 5°8"-83. age 32
R tall,. 145 pounds§, dark brown or black hair with a widow's peak

‘x5 and cut short, This person was not a smoker, was very clean~ '
2. - cut, very shy and quiet, He claimed he was divorced and that
L. his vite was presently living on Rocky Ridge or Dolly Rilge
2o’ -~ "Road "over the mountain," referring to an area south of
:i”. .  Homewood, Alabama, PAISLEY recalled this person had an zecr
w4t which was possibly Western, but was definitely not from t.!-e
i+ Alabama area, PAISLEY also recalled thls person saymg he sae
e unenployed at that. tine. . o L, . o N e g
é?“‘}{‘:jt;: e «.’v’-’ ."l‘.»‘ﬁ't-"’l"""‘“ “-.r*":' A .“” {‘ T "‘ e ’ ) " ‘-A: - . "~‘
e pitmaiia ety e TS .' P e
2N i T S PAISIBY “satd be could definitely idontify
295, this person iz he _ever saw him again, R 7%
‘;»%:,',4("-‘: 'hw a s > . , o . - b . - £ g
i‘r:. ’ ‘;t :. ': ,:‘:‘ ES . ¥ o ; : - . o N
L‘;;; ‘-f'ﬂ- ' N :‘ ' '\ - + - '!.'"‘ - o ' P v ! K N y ‘ ‘:’--i
R LR A S o, : - A g
R - ~ : RTEIN
Wb . ’l , - ) _-\‘4; ¢ X 3
‘. T ’ = ¢ i
" : ‘ S . L R ]
(9 - . - ¥ }* - :i
. . : .Tro6l
B i /;‘ : rpe. :Q
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On April 10, 1968, DAVID PAISLEY observed an
artist’s conception of a person who had purchased a rifle
* at Aeromarine Supply, Birmingham, on March 29, 1968. P3:SIc¥
said this artist s conception did not resemble ERIC GALY,

. -
q*s-ii- 3 Eewe ? TME? 4

B 4 ‘ PAISEEY said his father had told GALT during the -
. transaction that GALT would have to get insurance for the Moesi=-,
as the PAISLEYs would cancel their car insurance by calliwng

; State Farm Insurance Company that day (August 3C, 2968°%. .
.. .. PAISLEY recalled that GALT did not ask any questions or say
fu_;anything further about car insurance. oo

K 5 -
¥ o r2 :, - :"“ - -. PR 3
- S-' , i B ,a ® v & ’ * w; A 1 '-'«' " 2

:B"‘ ‘ » e Ly *
A s 4;v3During his contacts,with GADT PAISLEY Baid. be e T
«never detected the odor of alcohol on GALT nor did he observe T
coxo-tsu.GALT smoke cigarettes. PAISLEY sald the ad for the autcmetile
;ﬁi"’“ ‘had been run in the "Birmingham News" on Sunday, August 27, .95’ '
. only.

- . _PAISLEY recalled GALT, after inspecting PAISLEY'w
Mustang, saying that this was the cleanest one that GA{(T hsia zced
He also recalled GALT saying, "I've get my money in tho Ris- s-g%3n
* Trust,” and did not refer to the bank as the "BT:hB,™ ahich 1 s
- commonly done by natives of Birmingham.: In conrection sdii:n .
e GALT's divorced wife whom GALT claimed was living cn 20cky -
_ Ridge Road or Dolly Ridge Road, "over the mountain," PAISIe
o . recalls GABT saying, "Yeah, that's the way it goes,™

o P%ISEEY said the price of $1 995 for the Mustang
was $300 too much, but this price was never questioned by
.GALT and this prica did not seem to bother GALT in any wazy,
GALT said he had been saving his money and because he workes oot
F barge he bad no place .to spend {t. . ‘:n__,v,
° - 5‘5*

PﬁISLEY said he could not recall how GALT was dyesien i

on August 29, 1967, but did believe that on August 30, 19¢7,
GALT was wearing & sport coat a8 dress shirt with ac {te.

W geme Wb I WY S
+

M A o

'?EQW"

f ,open at thosneck.;’ . - i T »{ﬁi%@: ik
%ﬁ%ff:= .. T priof.to GALT's taking possession of the car oa ""*Z'
;33?“ ’ August 30, 1967, PAISLEY's father asked GALT how GALT was goi=

el to get his driver's license, GALT replied that he had a

L friend "over at the xrooming house," who would take him to tie
e place where he could obtain a driver's license and change 56 Cod
B registration on the car. *.

NV 65994 D@guhaﬁ%ﬂws1’Pagééé ! .
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Lo, . S e
e DAVID FAISIEY recalled that during thc movts to stx * ~ 7~

e woeks after the .sale he had observed this car parked o numerowe 7 .

' occasions in front ot the rooming house 1n the Z600 block m }
Highlaud Avenve. He had noted that this car seemed to ber dagz . -
from non-use, rather than from being driven, am! that oa the fi-% .
occasion of observing this car which would have been abwzt e
first of October. 1967, the car still had the slick ball v
tlres ‘l}hat had bcen on i.t. when Lt was sold _ T -
FE Bl ele L0 " ; - .”,i,’-‘;:;-,s .
,"""' PAISLE? furnished the Iollowing dotailed dtrs gt
the automobile° Ve » - LT e
A TUNY S DL S R : ""':'4';.»k-.;?:??.x"':f,,i:-_‘?."i.'.i_;
;."1966 white Hustarg, .two-door hardtop, oigbt Pl At
§«¢»fv #»cylinder, 289, .four individual red plastic- ... . eI
3 ‘floor mats, push button radio., heater, rc-:nam R IR - Y
EIPY RN 1 "control outside mirror, day-nlght instde mivrex’ .
“..” " very clean engine, milecage 20.000 milcr, cquipge?:
. with Autolite battery, four whitewall. tail fives=,
e The spare was in good shape but had a wideyr »hi!-w
T wall than the tires on the wheoels. The secats
o . -+ wore medium red in color and the carpeting sas
CaAtE . maroon or dark red. The body coaditic: of the
Pty : ‘ .car was excellent and the m.ffler was paianteld Lo
A ; shiny silver. SN
;:: ' s PAISI.EY said that he had forgotten to advise ¢ ol )
St April 9, 1968, that on April 5, 196B, sometine betweanm 1:{0 =.%,
S, and l°30 p, u., while driving east on Fifth Avenue North, i«
iz front of the U, S. Post Office, PAISLLY observed a2 1966 = 1lvt:
st white Mustang hardtop, which he thought could ponsibiy “u ~r '
i, . same car he had sold to GALT, He also. af {4~ Kas> iz, o
5.  observed the back of »~ san getting into this car wixexe % 31 .
~ie-' . resembled that of G'LY¥, PAISLEY said he couldl ret be dez, o027 0%
#%2. . that this was the rume car and that the individe al wae S0 ¥ ,'f;,
2w a8 be cnly had a fleeting glinmpse. . e gt
RIS co e e '«':"*i * ‘ T " 'g.a.,.':‘;i-_}i-'
DT )t Palen o g 1 e ‘ R = e
A ‘ g ' . RSHE
‘;‘.;.“:j'{:' ** A f‘::;‘:" :“’ o * 4 » v e i T (A
L L :
w 55 wE

© NW 65994 Docld:32989731 Page 54 - .




T OY T T R 7 . f~20-00 560~
LA ‘ . ;" \

"v',\ ,“ ' . . L ’ T . 10007
Th* following Fol record, NUMBER .. 405:642" G , is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY,

taformction shown on this Idenlificativis Record represents dote furnishied.FBI by fingerprint coniriduiors. YWHERE

FINAL DISPOSIION 1S MOT SHOWI OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE lS DESIRED, COMMUN!CATE
WiITH AGENCY CONTRIZUTING TBOS: FINGERPRINTS. ‘

CONTARUTOR OF = - : . B
% HNGERPRINTS " NAME AND jrparR PR LN . ammee . - DISFOSIION -~ *
2, Y \ hd
. - - B . . A )
‘;rﬂ;y - . wl . ‘ James Ea’l"[ :Ray ‘:"t Fe-bruary . ' L. | . J. a"_ * . , ’:"*E,:

. : . |#16 163 135 - 19, 1046 | = Tn v e i
heriff!s Office- . Janes Far] qu ' Octobeor’ S.uspj:cion. of -~ ~ . 'f.:- . ';:
os Angcles, -° #8-119908 {11, 1949 | burgiary , oot
faliforaia - ) . T . - R . T

. R wr oy . “» ;‘ :‘ , o K N - / "’_
olice Department lJames Eari’ Ray October o suspicion | 8 months Cou
os Angeles, .. [Fa89s48 - T+ 111; 1949 | 459 Penal Code ‘| Jail suspendd
cliforaia - - - e o Vi (burglary) Lol 2-years. .

T T T . e R L probation
o R s e b RN e e e T T o served; fixs
S SN .- x Lt - | 80 days Covnt
c_ ) - 'Q. : * ' '»' ’n- - "; “""' '.’. l ‘ . * - e : ., :‘ Jail. 146
e Co ' SR :«. . .o Decaw;bcr 20,
e ‘. ot 1 : " 3 .o, : ’1949 Csl&943
oeriffts Office Janes E hay - |Aprid 18,| vagrancy . . 'é ")'“
«lir Rapids, Jowa “5937 .t heso . - o
lice 'Department iames Earl Ray |July 23, | no operator's released, to
toa, Illinois  [#7514 1951 license —~ no _ | later .
o ot e )y .| State License - .
R . . - [ no City License .

L]

iice Department |James Ray

L" May 6 | robbery (Gun . Crana Jur
icago, Illinois [fD9069G - . y o y (Cun) y

‘ B L L =>3000 saen
ok County Ja1l |James Ray R z.ray'g,\/ robbery "o June 13, 1952

icago, Illinois [#131165 " . 1952 - - sentenced to
S : SRR N e ) | penditentiary
» 3 € ey . ‘f“ I ' tLe W Bl ~M~"i - l tO 2 years
xte Penitentiary James E, Ray . " lsune 13, |xrobbery..., * | i 4oz
Liet, Il'lino:ls 32419 o y sz T L .y RN B years
.tuJPenitcntiary James E, & : Jﬁi 7, | robbe A Ttz eaxs:
tiac, I1linois #19121 . y . 195% ’ - ry st Liargh -ig, 195
IO/ TR R "Hn ‘ +-s . 7= .|} discharged - -
.4:; % ; SRS “ ... |transfer Soe e L T
. . i |from ¢ e . . :
' \TMNED : . -
1NFOFﬂk IOW CQ oo, - |Joliet . . .
ﬁggﬁl U:cLASS FIED", - PO PO : .
DATE A Sm-_. - [ \ e - :

ototions indicated by * are NOT basu..{ on ﬁngerpnms in FB) files but are listed only os investigative lcods os
zing possioly idenhco‘ with sub'ect of tinis record, L
. ’ - Can ’. s . John Edgor Hoover
CoTR N L e * .« Director




El

» is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY,

* Informetion shown on this Identificolion Record ropresents data furnished Ful by fingerprint contributors. YericR

| FINAL DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOV/N'OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE 15 DESIRED, COMMUN:CA
WiTH AG..i\CY CONTRIBUTING THOSE F!\GEt\?.d\l’S

‘—' The following £51 record, NUMSER T490-942 G s

‘%’.‘Ié’s‘éi‘z?ﬁx? P o mio s A'x“:gg's&ooz . ‘_ CHARGE . 'bxs?os‘ngo; ,_.:
Sheriff’$‘0£ficef James Egrl Ray August. burgla y'and ' ‘*;' %‘;f .
Edwardsville, . . ”2640 . #2730, 1954 | larceny ALY
I<51n015 T . L : B EE A
Polxce Department Janes E, Bay :"'uarch 23, invest;gaéion : L
Hapnibal, - . |F40734 - o |1855 . {of.breaking and. )
Missouri ' ‘._2:! . . entering’ Post 7 .

TR ) } o -7« | Office PR B N
State Highway o James Earl Ray ﬂarch 23, cashinﬁ stolen cleased to
Patrol = . ; ° |#B-3376 °= 19»5 postal money ostal Insped
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- ’ John Edgor Hoover



N st i it 2 4 ] A ~T1 Vel s * - -

¢ O . - ‘ o .

» . -

* The following FBl record, NUMBER %05 942 G o Is furnished T OR OFFICIAL USE
. Informetion shown on this Identificotion Record represents dato furnished FBI by fingerprint contributors. \
FINAL DISPOSITION I1S.-NOT SHOV/iM OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE IS DESIRED, COAMUN
WITH AGENCY CONTRISUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS. ‘

’ R OF . ARRESTED O, .
' AN Al NAME AND NUMER . Rttt . CHARGE . « DISPOSTIO)
3 S

.
» s
s . » L - - L 9

- ¥
- - oy

" Police bepartment James Earl-Ray _ |October [suspicion of

, Saint Louis,”  [#81071 - . " 116, 1959 robbery -~ .
: Missouri . . I e stealing and : .
b LT TR ' |fugitive other -
: . K : L ' LT . authorities . T

tate Peniteﬁti:‘u-)" Janes Earl Ray Harch 17, v7CY o T 120 &earé

. Jefferson City, J #00416 - 1960 v~ |operating motor {7, 5,

? Massourl oL o ' vchicle without °| concurre:
TR " . - © . .| permicsion of |April 23,
i S L B .+ . |owner escaped

i S . | robbery first . ,

; - o . |"b/na DDW" 1 I

‘ s ' . . 1(2 charges) .

: State Hospital~ James Earl Ray FBecptémberyPatient :
Nunber 1 - | #37045 C~5 8,,1965 " | i
 Fulton, Missouri . ‘ ..t

SO rerphis Tenn\ | James Eafl Ray [7-19-68 |murder lst deg | .

- - K P
$39728 -
' s [ . -
H . * -,
- - ) -
. , Lty . “ -
v + ’ -
. » . .
ot » : . . . - - *
f 2’ " » [ » + -
s ¥ a . . . > : . i » ?
. o o tr ' R : I . P . * * s - -
[ S % - . - 4 L -
ta. s B e a® 2%y . » . ) »
U P . T v, - N . > T . R e
- - - . -
- ¥ s 5, DR ]
5% "j"".’ - :, 1._‘. » . . s . - r ® . ‘. ,‘ ]
S, o e T . F R . ¥ A » . £  »t
R T, . a® - » . 4 > - - ,
- - 7 L4 4 2« A a1 [ . A A - L] »~ % i
. et ) . . - - . 4 « x50 *
. - . = ) " * * ] FCR 4 ' K
N ;" - - re %y L x . - -t
* - * i4 R -
' » . PRSI .~ - *e " » * . + b “.
s * " .. » »
1 -, st pry » - - - : * < e 4 .‘ . 3, » . - 1 -. o’ s B
fa nr Aw v - - P a2t . » by
1 v * L4 e b4 s L d .
%, e ”‘ S x ., #™ ", e’ oy * . - "y s » . s
- - LB} - o
'; ” -y - -... !z- - Fd . H . . : ’:.,;
. . .
“ - AR PR '; - P * L * N » - e 2 et
x . . w .
ol r e «m gt . * *u 4 ) e > % - fa
4 - . - ] ’ N N 1 -
et s - - 't a4 -« k3 “* »: [ R i e - ]
’ . -t " 3 : d * . * » - -
- e ’s * . - - '« . -
A ) + s M b4 ¥ ¢ - - B .
2 ., * » e, ¥ » o, M 1 A - . * N - :q"
™ . B ® - v - * ) * - t . -
» , Wi - ® = a N . c 0 N
g - . b = M - P
L] * -
PR P e - £, - . 4 v . LI
LIRS . ¥ » ’ -~ ., - » . - " »
[ g L4 e - “ s €, [ L)
. 5 - » . g N P e -
- - 4 ¥ L4 [l * » »
- » * . . - - » - - 4 X
* - * P L ] LI N N -
. . . . ;
- ' 'y L4 s s - L= . . T "
. . ¥ ]
.
. L 4 4 . - - . M e e . "
- * . L . s o = » » f L
-
] o - ' “ - . - r °
» » L3 . LR
» * ¥
- * - L - *
. P . R .t . . - ,
s -
. .. .
’ - > 8 4 .
= - -
Lo * : P x -
- »
= * * . ¥ »
; ¢ .’ . P N * ' A
’ * P2 L -
-
.
: . Fal fil b l ' listed onl ! d
Norohons indicoted by * are NOT bused on fingerprints in iles but ore listed only as investigalive ea

being possibly identicol with subject of this record.

. . e v . N JESCR SRR John— Edgor Hoover
. v, LA oW . . P '.“ 2 » N - " s -
T o .ot o Director




- - hd

, Is furaished FOR OFFICIAL U

~Tho following F8) record, NUMBER 405 942 G

’ Information shown on $his Identificction Record represents dato furnished FBI by fingerprint contribulor

FR\GERPA:\ 1. i

T FINAL DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLANAT!O\ OF CHARGE IS DESIRED, COMM
.« WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE

. NTRIBUTOR OF . aas RRESTED OR R 4
PR O CERPRINIS = NAMZ AND NUMBE3 RECEIVED CHARGE - DIS?O
H + Py
- * . ' ., “
; 1'1. * ?. - '.'.‘ .- - * ., * y . 3 3 - LS » ..J.-. "
s e Rl L T T WATED: James Itarl Ray for escape 4-23-67, = .
o .o , (o er K/V-vi/o- pd rm of ownler; xrobb 1lst deg | -~ .
T '+ ' b/mof aDé& )L (wvill extradite) Notify . ot
;. . . - - Waxden SPen Jefrexrson Citly Mo inf rec )
i .o , 5-10-67 .. - : ) . . . [
P ; N NO LONGER WANTE)D per inf‘jrec 7~19-68 b4
: » * i ' ’ ': B . » 4 * » ) = N ’.,1 -" % , d
, . ’- "?. . - 7. ., . . R 4 ' . e :, > e
-, . . , " . b ’ ) N R
. ’ : iy NS " . . . . ' [ .. “ »
-‘,’l ’ e e 2 : » ’ ¥ : : 4 " » ‘ ‘.’a *
: " . ) ., » .. ) » ¢ . ] 3 : =, . , _ . 2o
i '| . . 4 ..l i . ¥ . ‘, .
° - , -t ' * ' s b
) - € '; * ‘, ' L » L ° . ‘ - ..
’ S ’: . « . ' = % - : ’
* ) - e Te Y “ %
Pt ) - t i - . > R » N , - ] )
- -‘ » 0. ! - e . [ LI
'4 i i - ¥ ' E ' ’ - hd » N ‘l i
: . :; o “ - -f:' o P - » ' "': - - : : ot i o '
. . ] ¥ :. , e LY : . . . . 4 : -y -
. .‘:. 2 a’ A - ., :,.:. ,.: st ” H . . . ‘,. ) , - Y
n'.lv"‘: l‘ « s 4 .'1’..',:’ s e, 0~ ’ " ‘-~ 4 o T 4= - : - . 2 S
' I:: '.’ ) ‘- .': ’. '.:;: Ve # -‘n:-' ’ »* , . ) . ‘s ‘,' x = * : * " . ,: . ", *
= ”--‘.’: . * “ .“ ‘!.:. -_,:'-‘ L P . » . , H : . \ . . ‘}- .‘
y "’:u’" < = ’ ,“‘:‘.:':'l-,.; : 3 ) ‘1! ; ¥ ’ 14 ' : LY ¢ ' % 4 . ” » - ,:. ) Tt * - K - ' .'. v ¢
: - "‘::." . ! ’ .’ ) ‘-‘,).'* “: .;a - " ! »* R P r R . B .
:'_q .’; N ;-.. 3" :‘-& -.":f‘ : 'J$n ," . . 9 LS £ ] " ) '. = :- ’:‘ A
K B GO S SN VR A R L T O R o To
. P N A S Cee e, o - el T Leie g
L I IO LA AP LI Dy e e e e T T i I
Y .fil “-,. . _-"- ‘l‘:s’ ‘.;.;:c\.’ . R -y ’; T ‘: Tt 2% . _: . !’ -, ,? . -‘ . i » . ..‘z-:i
[ .;: ‘.t . + :‘ i :'w .ul;' »e ’- » A " .‘-, ; * 7 ¥ - * M ‘ " :.1 -
i 5’30 "": e v, T .t L - T . ) '.‘ Y Lo Y et
i <& " : . : ."""‘_t ':_s v ' ., " B . s - - L ’»‘. . -(:. < TLa _‘
%. -: . 2 » i -, R ) .t -: '.: " .‘—. " . . - ..:.: . . ;‘:':
. ..-' . A . - E . f e « -.n \ .'. .,' .. -
s l : . o K PURS SN ’ ‘ .'.. ) d
i ¢ L P », ' ’ . .t N " . ' '
i’ : . - - . . . . - s R
i 7=~ Notations indicoted by * are NOT bosed on fngerpnnts in FBI files but ore Jisted only os inveshgahva lec
{ bemg possibly identicol with subpd of ”us record . S .
-, : g : . STt ... John Edgor Hoover
.: - ', ) .2 . :1 ,-’, . , --' .,'-' * -, . v . \ , -: - -n -\,“‘ - . D;rec’or k2 )
- . ’ ' .



— héile 0y *\ve <003 T ., 7"26"‘6
0 = a7y e, . i

-
A

= - rd

. ~ The= foliowing FBI record, NUMBER 405 942 G . , 15 furnishad FORO 1CIAL USH

Information shown on this Ideniificolion Record represents dato furnished FBI by fingerprint conlributorz.
. FINAL DiSPOSITION 1S NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLANAYION OF CHARGE IS DESIRE D COHIAY
P WITH AGENCY CONTRISUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS. .

ES * CONIXUICR OF - ARRESTED, OR * . *
* . nﬂgggggm;s . NAME AND NUMIZIR Lo RECﬂ‘Vﬂ) » N CHARGE . DISPO‘SG’!

»
A,
[3 » - L - -
£ * N * - a N
. .
.o . . : . L - .
. » R -
. PR . ‘ 5 D . . .- ,
; CC: W¥arden . Lo ~ g ‘
. . . . . fae [ 2d A - N
¥ . . . " . s foe - . ., »
3 , -
. SPen . . - ‘ . vom . ‘
c . ’ J‘ ‘:f Cit M . - o -
B -
’ exxrerson Lty 0 ’
-: = s ™ ' ) . L] - + - - =
2 : .
i . . s » 9 . . » %
L R » i . ) - . .
. . u .
H v N . L + -
e . . .y . .
b= » " » " s -
- . » -
- H Lom, 2t s ¥ . voe . P .
[l “t - '] M el + -
p " - » . " - v » - 2
LN ‘e 2t » . -
E ] LR .
" .
" L v ' * . nr
- ‘ * . . . ¢ ) - o *
;7 » .
oS ey . A B . : . , ' -
H v - : ‘el e, R P * - - N
« v
, . » » . d 5 . 5 - s’ * - .
4 H e ¢ . i s
H " - F o L » 4 » .
” A . . » B .
> » . F . - . r)
B % . ¥y = . ¢
‘ L4 - L] - X N
L 3 H * . » . -
n . »
i f » ' . f *
- c ’ - . » = * » )
4 - » . - »
x B
i e ‘ * . » v 4 ,o
9 . * ‘ . » -
, e’ ‘ v . » ¢ + - "
i * » " N -~" » *
| + ! ‘ - ' . = > . . s * .‘ oy ¥ . .
-~ M 2 3 - -
o .
A L J »
p < [4 L4 -
.
1 ' - . . . . .
* ' -
¥ § 3 hd » -
. H . w f - . * L
- x -
- s . -
e . - ¥
E: N ¥ L4

-
-
[
(]
.

R T b ¢

I S——
R o ~ AP
i, i nhﬂ‘
WS PN B SRS \---
.
.
.
.
.
M
.
-
.

-5
. . g - » +
‘¥
= . . - »
R LI ] ‘
* » L3 - -
4. “ - P
| I * * . »
. < I S * 2 PY - ’
' - - -, - A ¥ - +
« - P * . L a » * » §
i Wt . . . T ¢ » ‘. * a4 :
b . ® - ! [ . Y
| - . . R R
v . “ : - . :
r » « 2 * . - - L4 » = -
R v . ] » . L e . oy R
! I b ‘ -
b - » - - N . v ™
» 2 * . . . « .
.
-2 . > y . L . e . d * " -
» B
N ’, . 3 N x ’ . ¢ > % *
] B LS ] - . P . . . * d 5 - e 1 I
'-u, ! XN [ » oy 4 " * . -
- % R - . - " » » 2 ’ e
k ” [ e - I3 » =
o . P e L &, x »
cu e . P A 1 o 4 . » v ] * -
* 'y e e - » P— . . ’ e B '
- 87 :, N " . * ® -4 PR * . L T
.r s - o
5 O * a ., T 7 . P - . a k *
P el P s ’ v > " - - » « a -
-~ [ N 2 - Lo . - » * *
TN Pk A s » v, - - » » -
‘e P » ® - - v . N - » - - - N -
, _ma " o . v . . n "y s . ' . . R - - s
LI Y . ., - + PR, » ¥ N 2 e -
LR [ - - . - .
. % »? ’ -
| - . I % LA e, - v P f .
- -
L z’ 1 . s s *a 4 - e * y - R [ "
» ¥ - .
- » - .- - * - s e L 2
’ ¥ » v * L * < - ) -~
- . - . + . M . .
» .
AP ., Y b TP ' .. . . . . "
LRl »” . 2 N x » L . . -
) i ” LI . - - . . . = 2
. * L4 -, . a - - £ = q® -
- - £3 -
™
[ . ., = ., - - > . - »
4 [ 4 - .
B . . *
- », R - P +
i 2% . .
El o
» v
. - * - * L3
-
- - . H - . * *
NS4 . .
| . N ' * - -
’ * ¥ ’ » » . > L4
¥ ’ » - . - - - .
t - - - . [y ;.
» . A R S . 5
. -
B
. . . - N . LY

Notations indicated by ® cre NOT based on fingerprints jn FBI ﬁlcs bui are lnled only as inveshgchvo lecc

R : - being pombly identical with sub;ect of tb»s record. . .

o .. g Lot , I John Edgar Hoover
P j,- s . . v . * . Director
¢ . . " -t rd 2 - . v "




. '; = T ‘; ; % ca t ‘u“‘ T ": N ( . R o
' ik following FEl record, NUMBER .. . . 862 651 A , Is b..1ished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY.

Informotion shown on this ldentificotion Rccord topreseats doto furnished EBI by fingsrprint contributors. VHERE
FINAL DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOWRN'OR FURTHER EXPlANA"ON OF CPARGE IS D"SIPED COM\\UN:CAT‘:

*

WITH AGENCY CONTRIZUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS. ¥

4

CONTRILTCR OF ©° © L argsteo o2 | .. Ll . . )
"N.Gu:;;_;“rs . NAME AND NUMLER , RECEIVED CHARGE * = DISPOSTION i~ ¢+
’ - v Y '
Chathom Co !’ql Jorxy Willizm 7-25-70 {agg A 11..2-,...0 3.c.
"Savanndh Ga Ray ' - . - . v e
' £3-6696 - : ;
‘ " ‘ -~ I hem .' L * a * e
> ‘- va .
) ' \ -
. ' " . L Y
; . “ . » « .
; . . .
33_' » . ‘E . L] . - . R »
< , C e .o -
- ‘ " ! .
; . v
~ - - . “y ¥
! s
: '"' o - . < . »
! L]
. . - <
f ‘. b [
. |}
ol

Neloticne silicai. d by

bty ooy iunticet vaith sebject of this rocord.

Nw'ﬁwaocmﬂagsm&%page-ﬁ@

IDERTIFICATION DIVISICH

* cro MOT Lo:ed on fingasprints in 701 files but are hsted only os investigetive l2ods o




J"‘A

e ‘/“:‘Aﬁ‘( oy
‘ - - .‘
- T :-r*-'---"—-—- o Ary R e T I i
A I b S'h'LBY COd TY JAIL e A e, 83 5 ;
- e ’;;":,'-::_": LR '.'-',r:' :'_'.. SLT S L. e '.""'_ . Sy ‘
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I I LI j-g February 18 1969 j ‘
SR T A R ST T el
N ;’ e - W . . . :. . . "V'.‘, e ‘.' (.‘..-.,- .
&= . “t "a;_'- ’.‘{: M‘f-_":-,o_ !
- --. -* "._ - \'f. - . .-‘ 'l'..-‘ I-.'
S s el
.= ‘ Percy Forcman, Luq.’ ‘

-~ Attorney at Law, Y
Iemohis, Tenn»ssee. A

'i. .»'. A R ‘.'_l ’. - » JOE N '.'.: - . -
"_“'fcnear Mr, Foreman: . PR agfer peb e FLoen
. _" s -:"'-:-' L - - ’ o . .. '-"-.'- :‘ [l ‘-; ="‘ . - : :' ,~ 't ) :. Lo )

s AT e You have as&sd ne’ to pat in writing ny authorlza—
. ’-='°1on to you to nesotiate a plea of guilty in the murd er -.°
A« .7 :case pending in Shelby County, Tenncssee (Memohis) “in vhich
.5 % I am indicted for the murdexr of iartin Luther King.  That is -
ory Ty »the purpose ol this letter. - - . S TES o S e
[ b

L2 - -.Il » anm - * ‘\-"ﬁ-’
LI ] %
._‘-... _ N - -~ P - - -, .
»
TR |

SIS SR & aporeciate the fact-that you “hive' bt ed you are- IL- -
& willing to contest this case throuzh ths trial court and the °° -° -
<% .17 appellate courts of Teancssze;.and, if necessary, to the Su- .-

.prema Court ol tne United States, Buu you have told me that ~ ---

s . ..~

.- ‘an appeal is not necessarily. synon/xouo with a. rcvergal, and RN
~ - X alread xnewﬁtnat. ) R I I el L P R T L T
-..:' -. - \ hae™ "‘-.‘. s",-u.-&').""- - ! - g -. ’"‘: ." ™ ’{ (} "'?‘. - .;" ': ‘}g' - r’sr'.‘.’”." -' ‘- '.2:;-'\'.;- S..: -.'..:-;.::i.. '.l.: .p
.; SR el We have togepne , analyzed’ the evidanée against. - L.

7 DO ‘and both of us have concluded that it is impossible to cone . |
. btrovert cersain incﬁgmxnatzn fingesrprints,” identificetion, -
- -=-gnd other circumstances. e both believe that, ultxnntely, a.

"+ - trial or trials will result in a final cowvzctiow, and that

77 the alternate punishments will be elther-life, ninsty-nine 93 -
_5,-..years 1n tno p°n1t°ntxary or oeatq in tna electeic cna;r., ;; "Lt

PEE RN a - e ‘-.,-_":4..‘ »

A . Trnerefore, tnis is oy, authorzty to you ‘to neg otiato
a plea of guilty on’ ny behalf for any term of years, but with :
“a waivar of the death penalty. If'you are successful in doing
80, I will cnter such 2 plea at tho convenience of the ‘Gourt
and all concerned. You anave guaranteed me that if I do enter
- such a plea, that the death vunalty neéds wust be waived and
that I will not .bc sontenced to deatn.. ;- < :

\,‘..

t o.e, . . l, '.'-"‘,-: _n-- Y
S c LT ancnrely yours, .. | t
f ) . ) - :
\__ L] . ,: .~ . < " ° ’ 1
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‘Date A il b, 100

Mr. RALPH MEREDITH CARPENTER, '4844 Durbin Stxrecct,
Memphis, Tennessee,'’telephone 685-5618, advised that he is a
salcsran at tho York Arms Company locatcd ‘at 162 South biain
Strect, Memphis, ) : " . - :

. Mx. CARPENTER recalls’that yesterdny, April 4, 1264,
he was in the above mentioncd store talking to one of the
othcyx salesmen in the storxe when an individual entered and
subscquently bought from him a pair of Bushnell binoculavs,
T™is individual centered the store at about 4,00 in the °
aftiernoon. Mr, CARPENTFR cstimates this to be the corrcet
timc and, 3in part,.bases his cstimate on the fact that
there werc pickcts ‘parading ‘in front ‘of the store at that
time. Mr. CARPENTER ' recalls' that:as this'individual procceded
further into the store he turned to this’individual and asked
if he could be of assistance.,, The :individual stated that he
wished {o purchase some binoculaxs, and Mr. CARPENTER told
Bin that he was abhout out’ of binoculars and -believed -the
onty ones he had in stock were'a pair sclling.-for $200 and
spatpeyr pair scelling for ninety-some dollars., The individual
sinted Lthat he belicved these were’too high priced for him,
ana tuen 13, CARPENTER recalled that, there might be a cheaper

'Afre o* hinoculars in the window and advised the individunl
« L e would find out. Mr, CARPENTER thercupon went to
Vit uiuplay vindow in the front of the storc and determinced
i Laere vots on display a pair of Bushnell binoculars
et ting for 039,95, He brought these binoculays back to
the cuztoner and explained that they were a Jarancse import
o’ selier guality, 7The dxlividual scemed to indicate that
ooenthey recognized the name oy that he agreed that there
vere sone good Japanese imports, The customexr raigcd the
binoculars Lo his cyes and ip some manner, not now recalled
by v CARPENTER, indicated that these binoculars-weroe
~ecCyeiable, ‘

" f-s -

i, CARDENTER rect)is that the customer asked if
instructions were in the box, and Mr. CARPENTER advised him
that there were instructions in the box, but not much was
nceded to be known to operate the binoculars other than to
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Just place them to the eyes and adjust the eye pleces. Mr., -
. CARPENTER recalls that he wrote on the box in which he
placed the binoculars the price $39.95 and the amount of
tax which was $1.60 and added the two figures for a total
of $41.55., He placed the sales slip and the box with the
binoculars in it in a gray paper bag which bears the name
of York Arms on its side. The binoculars were in a leather
or similar type carrying case, The store does not record
or maintain serial numbers for thuse binoculars and it is
not known what, it any, Serial nusber was on this particular
pair of binoculars.

Mr, CARPENTER stated that the binoculars were
Bushpell brand and were 7 hy 35 size,

Mr. CARPENTER described the customer as follows-

Scars and marks:
Regional accent:
‘ Dress:

H
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Race: Yhite
Sex: Male
~ Ages 26 - 32 years
Height: 5 feet 11 inches
Weight: 160 pounds to 175 pounds
Hair: Black or’'dark brown, neat,-
combed straight back and not
parted., It was neither very
long nor shaggy.
Eyes: Color not recalled; no glasses
vorn
Corplexion: Ruddy
Build: Medium

None recalled

None noticed

Dark suit, not known whether

or not pants matched coat, but
recalls pants did not contrast
vith coat; color of shoes not
known but not in sharp contrast
to other clothing; no hat worn;
white shirt with noticeably wide

space at the.collar, neat looking;

dark tie with light stripe which
covered entire tie, which was

tied in & long slender knot which

did not £fil) the space between
the collars, tie was noticeably

pulled to one side, not in keeping

with generally neat appearance of

customer; no jewelry remembered.
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Facial characteristics: Average fullness; nothing
regarding the eyes, nose,
' ears or other features
pnoticeable, Customer's
hands were neat, though
nothing outstanding was
" noticed about them, -

Mr. CARPINTER recalls that the individual reached
into his right front pants pocket to gat the money with which
to pay for the binoculars. The money was not in a bitllfold
or a money clip. The customer withdrew two $20 bills from
a roll which contained several other bills, at least two of
which Mr., CARPENTER believes were $20 bills, The custonmer
also took a $1.00 bill from this roll and then reached into
his other front pocket with his left hand and secured two
quarters and a nickel, making a total of $41.55 for the

. payment, After purchasing the binocylars, the customer
walked from the store and Mr, CARPENTER told him to '"hurry
back" or some similar parting statement, and the customer’'s
reply is not recalled, if any was madeé, Mr., CARPENTER does
not know which direction the customer took after leaving the
store. .

Mr. CARPENTER does not recall ever having seen
this individual before in the store or elsewhere, but feels
relatively certain that if he sees him again he would be
able to recognize him,

The customer, while in the store, did not ask to
see any other merchandise such as rifles or gums or
amnunition of any kind, and made no inquiry at all concerning
any other merchandise, ,

Mr. CARPENTER stated that when the customer entered
the store CARPENTER was near the front of the store talking
to Mr, VERNON YORK. Further back in the store he believes
CHARLES GIBSON was near the cash register, and Mr, HUGH

BADDLEY, a clcrk, wag nlso somewhere in the store, He believes

also that possibly Mr. CORDRA YORK JR,, may have been in
the store, but he does not know: vhether or not any of these
individuals took notice of the customer.

120

MWV 65994 Docld:32989731 Page 64 ‘ ; o

11




LY . - ' ' ’ L
T s

FD3102 (Rev. 4-)5-64)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION . e a .o

Pate ___4/16/68

SAC ROBERT G, JENSEN and SA RALPH J, LIEWER contacted
RALPH M, CARPENIER, an employoce of York Arms Company, 162 South
Main Street, Memphis. Mr. CARPENTER was informed ot the identity
of SAC JENSEN and he has previously bzen interviewed by SA LIEWER,
BHe was told we had an additional group of photographs we would
like him to view, He was told that no significance should be
attached to the senquence or arrangsment the photographs might
be in when he saw thsm. These photograrhs were laid out, one
after another, on the second floor avway from bystanders and other
employees in the York Arrms Conmpany.

CARPENTER spant at leazst twenty minutes reviewing
carefully each of the photographs. He expressed some hesitation
for a time between & photograph of one RICHARD SMITH and the
photograph of ERIC S, GALT. No naxmes and no identifying data
of sny kind were furnished to CARPENIER in connection with his
study of these photographs. He did state in connection with a
photograph of SMITH that he thought this was a local Memphis boy
whom he might have seen. He turped this photcgraph over and did
reject the photograph &s not bzing identical to the one to whom
ke sold the binoculars.

He studied carefully for approximately five minutes
the photograph of ERIC S, CGALT ard made comments concerning the
appearance of GALT, He stated the hair was generally similar
to the customer but thought 1t might be just a little bit longer
than when the customer had been in the store on April 4, He also
sa2id that he recalled the customer he waited on did not have
heavy, bushy eyebrows but they vera rore like the eyebrows in the
photograph of GALT, He also stated he had no recollection of
seeing GALT's teeth and thought he htid a smile when he waited on
him. CARPENIER also said he had no independent recollection of
GALT's ears appearing a5 they did in the photograph, but he then
said he did not notice them partizularly. He did furnish the
following statement regarding hieg identification of the photograph
of ERIC 8, GALT:

121 . -
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"April 16, 1968

"On April 16, 1968, I, Ralph M Carpenter was shown a group -
of 85 photographs by Special Agent in Charge Robert G Jensen
and Special Agent Ralph J Liewer. After careful study of
each of these pictures I plsced my name on the back of the
picture which I feel most ressmbled the man who bought a
sot of binoculars from m2 on April 4, 1968 at York Arms,
162 So. Main St., Momphis, Tennessee. I was not furnished
any names or gny descriptive datm regarding any of the
photographs shown, I was slso told that no significance
should be attached to any sequence or arrangement that the
photographs were shown to me, I did turn one photograph
over as I thought I recognized this to be & local Memphis
boy. I did not howaver recognize him as the person to whom
I sold the binoculars, ‘

"In choosing the pkotograph I was guided by my best recollec-
tion, I reamember that the mun who bought the binoculars

did not have heavy eyebrows and were about medium like the
ones in the photograph gslectsd by me, I did not sell any
other binoculars on April 4, 1968

"My signature attests that I am in agreement with
the inforxation set forth on psge one and page two of this
statement.

/8/ Ralph M, Carpenter
/8/ Robert G Jensen
SAC, FBI, Memphis ¥
April 16, 1968
/8/ Ralph J. Liewer

Special Agent FEI1
April 16, 1968"

It gkould be motad that the name "ERIC S, GALT"

was not furnished to CARPENTER, nox ¥as he in & position to
read the name when he gigned the bixck of the photograph, His
concluding remarks, which ware made at approximately 11:20 a.m.,
4/16/68, were to the effect that, "I don't own a suit., I '
suppose I will hava to buy & suit zo that I can go to court."”
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’ l v o Date April 25, 1
. oy
Photographs of JAMES EARL RAY taken 1955, 1960, - "

and 1966, and of the bedspread recovered at\Memphis, April 4,
1968, were shown to Mrs. BESSIE RUTH BREWER,.Room No. 2,

422% South Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee. She said she .
bhad looked at the bedspread on April 4, 1968, when it was
displayed to her after being recovered by the Memphis Police.
She said the bedspread did not come L{rom her rooming house
and in fact she had never seen one like it before in her
life. Mrs, BREWER said none of the men in the photographs
shown her were familiar to her. She further advised that
she did not believe she would recognize the man using the
name JOHN WILLARD if he were to "walk up and say hello to

me right now." She said she did not look at the man

called WILLARD '"squarely in the face" and as a result, does
not think she will be able to identify him. ’

- ALL INFORMATTON CONTAINED

HEREIN IS UNCLASSEOTs .
DATEE\XAnxavfc’gf‘_ﬁ‘”sg%lébm,m3;

7 Lo
' "t .
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by _ SA STEPHEN M, DARLINGTON:Jjap | Date dictated _3/25/68 79
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FD-302 (Rev, 4-15-64)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date 4/10/68

Mr . CHARLIE QUITMAN STEPHENS, Room  6~B, second floor,
422} S. Main Street, furnished the following information to
Lieutenant J, D, HAMBY, Homicide Bureau, Memphis Police
Department, and SA FRAWKLIN L. JOHNSON: ) N

Mr. STEPHENS, who stated he is 46 years of age,~-
and his wife occupy 2 rooms in th~ north wing of a rooming
bhouse, the address of which is 4224 S, Main Street. This
rooming house actually covers the second floor of 2
separate buildings, Mr. STEPHENS' room being located in the
north building in the southeast corner of the north building.

Sometime in the late afternoon of April 4, 1968,
he and his wife were in their room. ¥His wife, who has
recently been in the hospital for an extended period of
time, was in bed in their combination of living-bedroom.

He was in the kitchen, which is east of the living-bedroonm.
He was repairing a radio on a table located at the north
wall of the kitchen. Immediately ncrth of him is a common
bathroom which i8 located at the east end of an east-west
hallway in the north building. While he was repairing the
radio, he heard what he i8 certain was a shot, and he is
certain that shot came from the bathroom from a point

within just a few feet of where he wa3 gitting. He has no
way of knowing the time but can only estimate it was sometime
between 5:00 and 6:00 PM, ‘ . .

Upon hearing this shot, he walked out of the kitchen
through his living-bedroom and opened the door leading onto
the hallway and observed a man running west down this hallway
and this man was carrying a large bundle of some kind. He
would estimate that this bundle or package was at least
3 or 4 feet long and 6 to 8 inches thick. Although he saw the
man and the bundle only momentarily, he gainnd the impression
that the bundle was wrapped in gomething, possibly a newspaper.
This man continued running to the end of the hallway turning
left (south) and apparently thereafter ran down the stairways
onto the street, although he could not actually see the man
going down the stairway,

On
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It immsdiately occurred to ¥r. STEPHENS that - B
this was the same man he had szen earlier in the afternoon,
possibly around mid-afternoon. standing at the door to

. room 5~B which is located immediately west of Mr.
STEPHENS 5 living-bedroom. He stated that around mid-
afternoon he had seen a man with Mrs. BREWER standing in the
hallway at the entrance to room 5-B looking into room 5-B.
He saw the man's left side. The man had nothing in his hands
at the time. He assumed this was scme new guest looking
at a room. .- -

Mr. STEPHENS stated that he and his wife remained
in their room the rest of the afternoon. He pointed out that
he, Mr. STEPHENS, is a disabled veteran who has been treated
for tuberculosis, and he gpends most of his time in his rooms
with his wife who is also i1l and who at present is a bed
patient, , ‘ -

L]

Sometime after seeipng thisman with Mrs. BREWER, he
heard someone in room 5-B and assumed the man hehad seen
had rented the room next door. He stated tlmt he recalls
on several different occasions hearing footsteps in this room
and also leaving from this room past.his (Mr. STEPHENS 's)
room and into the common bathroom at the east end of the
hall. He was also very much avare that when the person went
from room 5-B to the bathroom, that person remained in the bath-
room for a considerable period of time. He pointed out that
this is particularly noticeable since this is a common bathroom
which must be used by a number of different tenants. He
also specifically recalled tbat only on one occasion did
| he hear the commode being flushed and he was therefore curious
| as to why this person was spendipg so much time in’'the bathroonm.

He stated that on the last occasion that someone
went from nuaber 5-B to the bathroom prior to the time he
heard the shot, ha would estimate that that person remained
in the bathroom for at least 20 to 30 minutes. During .
this period he heard no noises coming from the bathroom.

He also specifically recalls that during this same period,
Mr. WILLIS ANCHWZRZ (phonetic), who occupies room 4-B, immedi-
ately west of 5-B where the new tenant apparently was located,

T 23
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inquired as to who was gtaying in the bathroom so }ong.

It was at the end of this latter period of time
that Mr. STEPHENS heard the above described shot which he
was certain came from the bathrooa. MHo stated that immediately
after the shot was fired he heard some people located across
the street, east of the building where he lives, screaming.
Due to the excitement of the moment, the fact that people
across the street in the vicinity of the Lorraine Motel
were screaming, and the fact that his hearing is not the
best, he did not hear any additional noises coming from the
bathroom. He pointed out that he would expect to hear a
"scuffle'" coming from the bathroom if the man in the bathroom
had fired the shot that killed MARTIN LUTHER KING, but he
cannot recall hearing such a "scuffle." He stated that he
simply has no way of knowing whether the man came out of the
bathroom, went into room 5-B and then ran out of 5-B down
the hall toward the front of the building, or whether the man
in the bathroom ran directly from the bathroom down the
hallway toward the front of the building. He stated he did
hesitate a few moments after hearing the shot and hearing the
screaming outside before he went to the door and looked down
the hall to see the man running carrying something in his hand.

Mr. STEPHENS advised that the only people in the
north building of this rooming house at the time of this
incident were (1) Mr. STEPHENS, (2) Mr. STEPHENS's wife,
who was in bed and who was never in a position to observe
anything, (3) Mr. WILLIS ANCHUZZ (phonetic), above,in room
4-B, who came out of his room and was seen by Mr, STEPHENS
at the same time Mr. STEPHENS saw the man running down the
hall, (4) Mrs. JESSIE JLFT+TTER, a deaf and dumb lady who re-
g8ides in room 1-B towars tne front (west) of the nporth wing
or north building, and (5) the unknown man who had occupied
room 5-B who was running down the hall as previously stated

Mr. STEPHENS stated that Mr. ANCHULT made some remark
to the unknown man who was running down the hallway and the
‘ unknown man apparently made some kind of reply.

€ Loetoa ‘
B B ‘
.
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had knocked on Mr, STEPHENS's door and aomewhﬁt;ffiangrily
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Mr. STEPHENS advised that whereas he could hear

1 footsteps in 5-B and could bsar footsteps between 5-B and the

| bathroom, he at no time heard any conversation in 5-B,

| and he is certain that there was no conversation in 5-8

| from the time the now tenant checked im until the time

| he heard the shot. He stated he never heard any noise or

| footsteps which would indicate to him there was ever more

| than one person in room 5-B. He pointed out that whereas

} his hearing is not too good, it is very easy to hear mnoises

| in the adjoining rooms of this rooming house and he definitely
can hear normal conversation coming from that room. Mr.

\ STEPHENS stated that when he saw the new tenant with Mrs.

| BREWER standing in front of 5-B, he only saw the left side

| of the new tenant, and when he saw what he believes to be the

| game man running down the hallway carrying something, he only

| saw this person from the rear. He pointed out he never saw

| him directly in front, but based upon his obserVations he

would describe this person as follows:

Name: Unknown

Race: White S ‘

Sex: Male o o

Age: "in bis 30's."

Height: 5' 10-11" . o

Weight: 165 pounds .
Build: ' Average - A
Posture: ¥an stood erectly

Hair: ; .Described as sandy, also

. described as 'dark blond”

o having the appearance of

“unwashed sand.

Further described lwrline

as receding on left side

(and presumably on both sides)

making it appear he would have

"puaks' on either side but

with full thick hair toward

tbe front .center of his head

bstween the peaks. Hair

. combed straight back. Normal

; or average haircut.

P ¥
¥ = Ee \ a
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Dress: Bare headed, wéariﬁé dark

General Appearance:

NW 659594 Docld: 32983731 Page 72 B R !

suit

Clean shaven, neat appearing
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- CHARLES STEPHENS, Apartment 6B, 422)% South Main
Street, Memphis, advised that on the afternoon of April 4,

. 1968, he was with his wife at the above address.. He stated
that at about 3:30 p.m., on the above date, he began working
on a table model radio of his which was in need of repair.

He said he took a radio to the kitchen and placed it on the

‘table which was against the wall that was adjacent to the '
bathroom which was used by all tenants on his floor.” As he_

was working on his radio he could hear the man in the next .
apartment to him, Apartment 5B, leave his room several times

and go into the bathroom. Mr. STEPHENS stated that he knew

it was the man who had just checked in to Apartment 5B that
afternoon because he could hear the door of Apartment 5B

open and then footsteps would go down the hall to the bathroom,

the bathroom door would open and then close. .

Mr. STEPHENS said that dunng these various trips that
the individual in Apartment 5B made to the bathroom he failed
to flush the toilet or to run any water with the exception of
the last time he was in the bathroom. At this time he flushed
the toilet. He stated that this individual seemed to be spending
an undue length of time in this bathroom. At about 6:00 p.m.,
on April 4, 1968, Mr. STEPHENS heard a loud noise which he described
as gounding like a gunshot come from the bathroom. Upon hearing
this noise, Mr. STEPHENS ran from the kitchen where he was repairing
his radio to his door that led to the hallway. He stated this is
only a distance of about 10 to 12 feet. Upon opening the door
he saw a man leave the bathroom carrying a package of about three
feet long and wrapped in what appeared to be newspaper. He saw
the man run down the hall and then turn left as if he were trying
to leave the apartment building. As this was happening WILLIE
ANSCHUTZ, who lived in Apartment 4B, came out of his apartment
and went to the bathroom. ANSCHUTZ then told STEPHENS to look out
of his window. STEPHENS said that he 'then looked out of his
kitchen window which faced the lorraine Hotel and saw a lot of
policemen scurrying about and people running acream:mg in the
vicinity of the hotel.

»
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Mr. STEPHENS stated that the man who was in
Apartment 5B had checked in about 3:00 or 3:30 p.m., on
April 4, 1968, He stated he was sure of this because he had
heard the landlady showing him the spartment at that time, He
stated he glanced out of his door #znd got a fairly good look at
the man who he described as being a white male; 5' 10-11";
weighing 165 pounds; slernder build; ruddy complexion; sandy
hair; had a long, sharp pointed nose; wearing what appeared to
be a dark blue or black suit, white ghirt and dark tie.

Mr., STEPHENS stated that the man who he saw running
out of the bathroom closely resembled the man who had checked
into Apartment 5B, He said he could only see the man who ran
from the bathroom from behind, but his general build, hair
coloring and clothes were the sane as the individual 4in -
Apartment 5B,

Mr. STEPHENS described the 1nd1vidua1 he saw running
out of the bathroom as follows:

i

Race Yhite

Sex Male .

Height 5'10-11"

Weight 165

Build Slender ‘
Complexion Ruddy

Hair Sandy, slightly on dark side
Clothing Wearing dark suit

¥r,. STEPHENS added that he bad never met the man who
checked into Apartment 5B, talked to him, or knew his name,

L]
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

4/7/68
Date
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‘. Mrs. PEGGY BURNS, 4802 Rickard, telephone number
© 397-0033, advised she is employed as a saleslady at the

Oliver Rexall Drugstore in Whitehaven. Mrs, BURNS stated that
she recalls selling a Gillette shaving kit, which was in a ‘
clear plastic container, to a white man a little before noon
on April 3, 1968, She stated that this shaving kit contained
a safety razor, shaving lotion, shaving cream, hair tonic,
and deodorant, which is all manufactured by the Gillette Company,
and was in a clear plastic container,approximately four inches
by six inches.

Mrs. BURNS recalled that a white man came into the
Oliver Rexall Drugstore shortly before noon, April 3, 1968, and
asked her for a razor. She said she pointed out where the
razors were located in her store, and directed him to that area
of the store. She advised the white man walked down to this
area, and picked out the Gillette shaving kit, and brought it
back to the cash register, where she was located. Mrs. BURNS said
she could not recall any other items which the white man
purchased in her store. She could not recall how he paid for
this purchase, and did not recall anything he said while he was
paying for the itenm.

Mrs. BURNS stated that she got the impression from the
white man's activities that he was a stranger in the area, and
she sald she does not belfeve he has ever been in her store before.
She said she is sure that she has never seen him prior to the
time he approached her, and she furnished the following description

for him:
’ Race: White
Age: 45
Height: 57"
Weight: 165 pounds
Hair: Black - could not recall how
he combed it or anything further
about his hair
Eves: Color unknown
. 126
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- Mrs. BESSIE RUTH BREWER, Resident Manager, rooming ’“
house located at 42231 South Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee, -
was interviewed at Central Police Headquarters, Memphis,;
Tennessee, Police Department, at which time she furnished

the following information' n;, . Q_ gj;n,~;4.,_ -'?“J ,i;w_';-‘ .

Between 3 00 P M and 3 30,P M on April 4,°1968,

a white male knocked on the door of the second. floor  of the
rooming house and asked Mrs. BREWER “if she had a room. © She”
replied yes, and this individual then asked if he could see . .
it. Mrs. BREWER showed him Room No. 8, which is located in’ :
the southwest part of the building, and .the individual ‘put his .
head into the doorway and after looking, stated -that this . '
would not be satisfactory as he did not need a stove and
> refrigerator but only wanted a Sleeping' roon. . Mrs.- BREWER

then showed this individual Room 5-B, ‘and he put his head in

the doorway of this room and said it would be fine.” At this.
point the individual asked where the bathroom facilities were
located, and she pointed to the bathroom located in the: =
northeast portion of the hallway which is located in the, same
hallway as Room 5-~B. She and this individual then réturned

to her office.,. The individual stated that his name was ,JOHN |
WILLARD and that he wanted a sleeping room for one week L

.
-

1-“':4"

WILLARD then asked her how much the room rent would
be for one week, and Mrs, BREWER replied $8.50, WILLARD then
put his hand 1nto his right trouser pocket and withdrew a ~ .
twenty dollar bill and two quarters and*handed the money-to., . ,
her, She gave him change 'in denominations of-one ten dollar
bill and two one.dollar bills. ' When WILLARD arrived at~the
rooming house, Mrs, BREWER did not notice any luggage in,his
possession, nor during the brief conversation with WILLARD ”
did he volunteer. any information concerning his home residence,
line of business, or mode of transportation.J ‘WILLARD was not ~
required to sign any type of register, and the only written
record maintained of the transaction was'a receipt for the
| $8,50, which was made out in the handwriting of Mrs. BREWBR °

! - s

| Mrs. BREWER was unable to state :lf WILLARD returned

| ~
-
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‘to Room 5~B or 1f he 1eft ‘the building at any time after
renting Room 5-B, Mrs, BREWER did not again observe ‘'WILLARD
after he rented the room.,hi o 53, ,1 S e et

-, ¥ . TSR vy m i
E"u,

", Mrs. BREWER'S husband returned home from work at
5:25 P,M,; on April 4, 1968, ‘and at’ "that time Mr."and Mrs,
BREWER commenced’ their dinner. After dinner Mr. BREWER "'

. then turned on the television set and was watching . the‘
"Rawhide" television program, and Mrs, BREWER did .the.
dinner dishes. Shortly after’ completing the. dinner dishes,
Mrs, BREWER also sat down to watch the "Rawhide" television'

‘heard what.she thought to be a gun shot coming from the back
of her rooming house. Mrs. BREWER believed that, this nust

" her husband that she thought 1t was a gun shot - ler /husband
took time to put on his slippers and both .of .thenm .then , °
proceeded to the southeast exit of the building. Upon .
arriving at this point, Mr. BREWER attempted to go out the
back door; however, a law enforcement officer was in the back
of the building and instructed both Mr.. and Mrs., BREWER to
close the door and return to their apartment. K 'Mrs, BREWER _
did not hear any noise such as someone running through hexr ~
building aftexr hearing the gun shot, and the only noise she
could recall hearing was a lot of hollering and screaming
near the back of her ‘building toward the Lorraine Mo?el

" ..«
*

' Mrs, BREWER eyamined cash that she had on hand
and determined that she had three $20.00.bills ‘in hexr Uy
possession, " She was unable to specifically pinpoint:which
$20.00 bill was furnished to herxr by WILLARD for payment of .
his room rent. Mrs. BREWER made available’ ‘the following :

described twenty dollar Federal Reserve Note8°‘ )

P

. e ’Serzeq 1963-A, Serial No. r14oozs44A T

‘ ¢
wr’ .’.’n —

[

]

L (2) Serieq 1963-A Serial No. 1:16164663;\

: (3) 'Series 1983 Serial No. r06445143A
' ‘Mrs. BREWER fvrnished the following description
of WILLARD: o . RIERIERS . e
‘Race: " T+ wnitd z;'jaf" ":,:
* Sex: . .+ Male ). e, 7T T
Age: I L Approximately 35 years
* L ye e L AR . ,

have been around 6:00 P,M, on April-'4, 1968, ' She advised .~

"- "
IR S A ,,_») s “"' R el .
T

program, - Within a matter of.a couple of minutes; Mrs., BREWER '

—H-859%4~Boeld:3298073—Rage-Ti-
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' Hedght: ™ . TN SUsviae golett IR L
Weight: . s B H180 pounds - < 7 T 7
Build: ‘.. . . .5 e idedium (carried weight well)

"o
o,

| Appearance:’ "Real neat’ looking, .clean

shaven.'Z.-J. o

B R ’ » =

» -
. -

" Mrs. BREWER etated that wILLARD'appeared to have a

smile or a sneer.on his face during their entire conversation;

'did not appear as though ‘he’, waq the outdours type;. was

wearing a dark sport jacket or short Jacket, as he did not-

have to pull the jacket back when he reached his right hand

into his pocket for his money; did not notice .any rings or

watches; paid no attention to his shons, ‘pants, - shirt, . )

or whether he had on a tie, but was qulte positive that he

did not have.a hat; did not give the appnarance .of needing

a haircut, nor was he wearing a mustache or 'any long sideburns;
f paid no particular attention to his teeth while he was talking
| -and did not particularly notlce about any part of-his’ face,

including nose, mouth earq. chin,’ or eyebrows."w

-
L

.
»
: -

’ -
-

. Mrs., BREWER claimq that she did not partxcularly
look at this individual asz she did not like the smile or
sneer that he had on his face.. .

oF

2 €
T . I
. a T - w s

:
i Ve, 4

(o Mrs. BREWBR did rpcall that when she pointed out
the bathroom facilities to ¥ILLAPD, s%e told him that everyone
in the area of his room 'was %3ua11y quiet but that the guy next
to him usually drinks a little bit.” ' Mrs, BREWER claimed that
WILLARD then stated, "I take a beer once.’in awhile myself."
Mrs, BREWER claimed that sheé, told him: that was all xight as
long as he stayed in his room and kppt qulet

".

h .»: e ,,
191 o fa a »

* '-:ﬂ u

‘7 Mrs. BREWER was’ unable to state whether any of the
other roomers at her .rooming house,had an opportunity to
either observe or have any contact with WILLARD, 'nor was she
able to furnigh any additional information Loncerning
WILLARD's activities during the brief pprlod that he resided
at her rooming house. She claims that she does not believe
that she would recognize this individual againh from a
photograph or if she had an opportunity to see him in person,”
but qualified thisg by stating that she probably would be
able to recognize him from the smile or sneer that he had on
his face if she were able to observe 'that “in’ the future.

-
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She claimed that WILLARD did not volunteer any
information concerning his personal background or volunteer
any information concerning his reason for being in Memphis. -
She claimed that WILLARD's spesech was tjust like the_ rest
of us around here,".and that his vocabulary and accent were
not out of place in her rooming house,. Mrs. JBREWER recalled
that when WILLARD first looked. in Room 8, ‘he remarked that
he only wanted a sleeping room as he would not be 1n the
room in the daytime, just at night. ' ‘

»

-

* k4

*
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Mrs. mamc (BESSIE) BRE’:?ER, “Room 2, 422; South Main
Street, temphls, Tennesssze, who manages the rooming house at
this address znd who has basn interviewed previously by Agents
of the FBI, telephonically: contacted the. FBI Office on April 10,
1968, at which time she requested to be contacted by an ¥Bl Agent

NEIN

>

.

. Mrs. BREHBR was conta.cted by ‘;A FRAN*{LIN L, JOHNSON )
and Lieutenant W, S. SCHULTZ, .Eonicide Bureau, Hemphis Police | .
Department, at which time she advised that she was beginning to
receive nmail from individuals unknown to her:‘ She displayed an
envelope poatmarked April 7; 1968, at Niagara Falls; New York,
bearing the return addrezs, Mrs. ZUC’CO 518" -Ferry Avenue,
Niagara Falls, New Yoxrk, in which was located a onz-page hand-
written letter, which le..ter referred to newspaper publicity
identifying Mrs. BREWER as operating a "flop house,". the writer
of the letter referring to .the fact that Mrs. BREWER should :
buy some paint" and ending by stating,’f’l’ll bet you even have
cockroaches!" ; . : R ST S WAt

[ - ¥
. ] " s - '- Foe - « P K
5 P 0 = . -
= a f’ T * - 4"

A second en'.'elope vase postmarked April 7, 1968 at
Des Moines, Iowa, which coantained 2 printed religious tract
and neitker the envelope nor the tra.ct ident;fied the sender. -

On the occasion o:t this contac.. thh )'rs.,BREHER *

she furnished the Iollowjzzg intorrzation* R ;’_ - e

." 'She stated she wanter.! to point outéthat slie ~ T
has previously forgottea to advire officers of the . 4T A
Police Department.and FBI, Agents that at the time'she' -: . °
rented Room 5-B to a stranger using the ‘name> 6£_ JOBN - i

WILLARD on April 4, 1968, there was a small;: cheap el :.*,'f -
chest of drawers, blond in ‘color, 4n front. of ‘the. ‘east . - -
window on the gouth wall of, Boon 5-B, whereas' after the T
shooting of Dr. KING and when she next :8a%:Roon. 5-B, et
that chest of drawers was sitting against the west wall A g
of that roon and there wag a chvzir sitting in :front of -f~ g

v’i . . ‘i . ;_‘ . oA ::‘: .t Er . - ‘.‘ ‘., * a
On 4/10/68 at Meznph'is,‘, Tenzesses - .. F)le p }.amp";is 44-1987
. - . ’ . :"" ,.‘[*-' . -
A F 204
A \J N . . LIt 2 V4
by SA FRANKLIN L. Joxi\ ON:wp’ - RN Datedxctated ’ 4/12/

This document conlams neither recommendauons nor conclusions of the FBIL, i is the property o!‘ the FBI and is loaned to
MU %maxmg[dtﬁg@gpmm%é g pot to be dutnbuted ouls:dc your sgeacy. " - e . -
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that window.
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She stated she was pointing this out sznce

this would indicate. that the cccupant of th° roem -t

definitely handled tb13 cheot of dra%ers.

-
.

. Mrs, BREﬂFR Btated that since inuerviewed
previously, she had bezen trying to think of anything .
else which might assist .in identifying the guest who , - :
used the name of JOHN WILLARD. She stated as she has
discussed the matter with her. husband and thought more ’
about it, the one thing ¥hich impressed her:most about -
the appearance of this irdividual was the fact that when’
she f{irst cracked open the door to her room after this
man knocked, she observed that he was standing at ‘the
door with an unusual smile 'on his face. She went on to -
state that she would describe ths smile as a “'sneexr' ox
a "smirk." She stated that she cannot be more specif;c
other than to state that she was. impressed by this -
expression on this pan's face, as though he were trying
to snile foxr no roason. "She stated that she did not
interpret the smile as an effort to he- £13 rtatious.“z

x v f-. ,, . * 5

She also stat@d that her 1nitial inpression

of this man was that he did not "fit in' with other.
tenants in this rooming house, 8ke pointed out that’ this
rooming house 3s located in a poorer section of town
vhere most of the tenants are olé@>r pecple or others

. with limited incomo, a nuxber cof vhom are alcohnl_cs, CL
and this nan was clean snd neatly dressed, giving the -
inmpression that he could obtain lodging in nicer ;,%,-

surroundings. oo . o ‘,.'N _g“ ,, L

Lo Mrs. BREWER at this tine attewpté& to'recall )
the words used by this pereon. . As she .recalls, when:she
.went to the door-and cracked open .tha deor, leaving the

chain fastened, the pan's first words were,."Do yeou, have. .

a room for rent?" 'She ansvered in the affirmative’ and
agked him whether he wanted a roen by the week ox by the
nonth,.” He replied, ‘as nearly as sghe can recall, by :
stating simply, "By the week.'" , At this point she
unfastened the chain which zocured the partially opened
deoer and walked directly to Rocnm 8 lecated 3in the south
wing of this rooming house, ' She stated that the man
folioved her to the rcom and leocked insids the room but
rever actually entered the room, at which time his words,

] ] :
» - »” € ¥
' LR . 2 " 3 wr L am LAY
!4 ® v £ Lo . . .
" ’ L] . oy [ » .
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as nearly as she can recall vere, yell," X don't need the
. stove and refrigerator. since I'won't be doing any cooking.

I was thinking more of a sleeping room." .Zi

i
s

,'. . Y .
P} PEE R «
B
RT

At this point Mrs BPE#PR explained that the .
only vacant '"sleeping rooa". (or room with no stove and o
refrigerator) which she had in either wing of ‘the .., - -~
rooming house was Room 5-B in the north wing. She.~. - . %
therefore immediately walked from Roon 8 in. the south =
wing across the enclosed walkway which connects the Co
south wing to the north wing of the rooming house,.fq
and thereafter to Room 5-HB. . Again she’walked in’ front.
of the man. ‘As soon as sbe Operad .the doox: to Room '5~B,"

the man immediately stated that he’would ‘take that room.,' ;_

She then walked to her room in the 'south wing of the . \
building, followed by the unkncwn man, who paid her .

$8.50, as outlined previcusly by her, for the rent of . ’
Room 5-B for one veek 1n advanne.:“;o , e -

Mrs . BREHER stated that most of the rooms in - -

this rooning house can be secured only’ ‘with the use of a
padlock, and after showing this individual Room 5-B,' she
removed the padlock from the doox and took, K the padlock '
with her to her, room. She stated it is necessary that :
tznants put. up a deposit if they secure the padlock, but
this tenant did not irquire as to-how he could lock the,
door and did not request the padleck and a“key.- She also " .
added that she did not explain to him .the method of = =
Jocking the door or that it wes necessary - that he put”’ up

a deposit 1n order to obtain ‘the, padlock ‘-» e o

» ane .) ,! ,-\.- o
7’ b -
“»

.
HE

* F e
» ’ . ' .".' ' - “

She stated at thie point that she had been
somewhat unnerved when she first looked at, this. man, at
which time he had, the unusual saile.on his face,”or,
appeared to be, "sneering" at her, and thereafter she made
a point of having as little to do with him as possible,
always walking in frent of him ard aveiding all .
unnecessary conversation or dealings with him. -»"~

u-

-

-.." x

N ' Mrs. BRFWER vqs asPed whether she now: feels
that she. could identify this man if she sees.him again,
She stated that she thought she might be able to identify
this man if she sees him again. -She stated the man used
no slang or unusual expressions .snd she could not associate
his accent with any particular area, adding he had no
particular accen L e R A el
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- Shn also statﬂ-d tha_t s;ba is ncssitive she has

ever gseen this man before, " She pmintod ocut that- she has
on"y been handling the rental of the rooms &t this |
rooning house since larch 12, 1968, h:rrever, and - ghe .
would have no way of knowing '.vhatm-r hP sta)ed at this . . -

*

rooxing house nric»r ta that time. AT .f,g. AN
. S L R A e ha o

’ “bp statﬁd i,hm. at the time sha becmna the )
1and1ady at this rooming hruee, Roon 5-B was ncvupied :
by an elderly man by thz nane of COXYODCORE, STEWART, -, = n
This man was ill as of March ]2, 1968, and she believed
that it was on March 12, 1968, ‘that he ¥as taken to a .

Memphis hospital. ‘A cox.pln of days later, ' ‘.obably on -
either March 13 or 14,.1968, this man died.’ The.room

had not been rented irm that tim2 until thb time the -
gfranger us:mg the t.éama of J(}Hb YIILL.*XRD rented this room. .

-t
-..= .

» ] > ci 2

; + ‘- A3 .

. She under:*nnds that a. number of diiferent
persons have acted in the cayacitv of rental agent for
this rooming house: in recent noenths, -including Mr.. -. -~
WYATT MADDOX, who is now a clerk at the Tri-State Hotel
located necarby, Mr. MADDOX never having lived in this |
rocming house, howsver, s2nd apparontly having acted as
rental agent for only a short peried of time. Another
individual whe bandled, the rental ol rooms in this. -
rooping house was H. R. THGMPSOY, an old drunk accord1ng
to other tenants, who never lived.in the reozing house,
One cther rental agent st this rooming house prior.to =~ -
the time Mrs.' BREWER azsuxed these duties . was W, V. .o+ .~
SAYMONS, who she: understands isS nov ui the’ Hadison Hotel -
in Memphis. She ‘is suvre that Mr. SANYONS was. the" rental
agent in January "19£8, baszd on copies of’ repeipys in o .
her receipt book.? She rYecalled that Mr. SANUCONS: s*abbed
his wife while he was rentsl agent at this raomiag house
and the matter rece;ved publicitv.fa'-‘:*" S FA e

*
v B Y] O A

.’ i‘-' ¢ ol 24
» . - » 2 e, ¥ N

Mrs. mwm 3dvzrﬁd that; mcfst of the cccupants | ,
cf room3z in this rooming huouze are mure oxr 1loss permanent -
tenants, althovgh slie dove cccasionslly ront a vacantc
room to transients for ouly ene r-r:i{,ht. . - ; .

[T
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Yrs. B‘il:.?zf:a ‘de.l::&'d *Lhat tbez:é- are 10 neparate
spartments or roens in the nouth wipg -of this rn.c-mirg
heuze and siX 'separate sparivenia or . roeoms In the nor th
wing. The six roves in the worth rvjng are yéferred to as
1-B, 2~B, etc,, whercas ke roums in the s Qgth rirg kave
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no letter of the alphabat fo]luwing the room number. .—'f
She furnished the following 5n£oraat1en .cocncerning’ the’

status of these rocms as .of. April 4,-1268, when the mak . -~
using the name JOP% ﬂZLLaRD check»d iuto Rooﬁ 5-B°- A
SOUTH wmc;- T R T DI AE ~

(Rooms are numbe ed in k] counter-clo¢kwise order, el ey
starting with Room No.' 174&n the southwest corn»r of 7 e

this wing of the xoomiug house .) R A A
» )"_ . “. . ... 1: . ,’: 'n . - .t' '_'4'.:';’ L3 ’,r‘,;.'::. ‘
Roem 1 - Vacant 52,.1 "‘r’%.;l”.- ; “;:~ x'}‘huh aoA
Room 2 - OLcupied by Mr. aud Mrs. BRF3?3 and -hgx {j .
¢ , referred to as the “oiiice " ;}f. ﬁ.;};tﬁ -

Roonm 3 -~ occupi@d by Mr. BPRTIE L. RFEVES, an’ .,
oo elderly ran who is retired and vho. appears
) to be rezsonably responsible. “She stated |
o that Mr. RFEVES cawe out of his room about -
o the gnme time ag ¥, snd ¥rs. HREYER after
_ 21l heard what they believed to be a shot
’about 6.00 p m., April 4, 1908 i N

(4 N .w- 4

[ %Y

Room 4 - 0ccupied by “HORARD V E, an.older man, A
' chronic aleoholie,’ who WO*Rﬂ as a handyman .
D at Jim's Crill located pearby,’ but who as >7,

. ' of April 4, 1968, was knowi, by, MrsS BREWER .
.+, to have been drunk for 1wo days.. Mrs,: . R
* ", BREWER stated sh2 knaw that  VANCE was 4n . ..~

: . his room as of 6:00 p.m., April 4, 1968, - .
. . .but she also knew that. he had.been on’ a’ _ﬁ i

" ltEo-day ‘drunk and that he’ aid ot come -

-out ot his room. ,f‘ way ,uh(u; L

¢

Room 5 - Occupied by T. L. MES»FR, " man 7o to 8o 1"

S years of age, who has been ill xccently,
whoge hearing is very defective, anl vho -
was in his roon 835 of the time of the. B
shooting. ‘Mrs. BBEWER added, however, .
that duz to Mr. MESSER's age and his - | o
physical and mental condition, Mr. MESSER
stil)l does not understand what actually

~ . . occurr2d and continuez to ask what all the
excitenent wan about when rolice officers
and FRI Agents quwsLinned oscupﬁnts of .the -

building.'s; e e - .
’ N St LR "
. “» . ‘.u 17 1 '-—:u..' .::- N P .
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Roon 6 - Vscant. Han by the name ‘of’ SAHUEL ﬁILSON,
- wvho she umd@rst%nda had been a tenant for

several months, vacated this room on,
April 3 1968

-

_u - .
v - .'
4 :-.y. * f '

’ Rl
,‘-,.; : .
» .'1 ‘ kd -
.
i STt A

Room 7 - Qccupied by FRANK H. BARLEY, n elderly -
»man who.i8 a chronic alcoholic, who was .
- also drunk’and- in his room-&s of.the time
' , of the shooting. She stated that MARLEY

S . did not come out of his room around the )
-time or the shooting.;.__‘ .

[ R
bl Y s
N *,s » 4 =

Roon 8 ~ Vacant. (This S6 the Foom which Mrs,
' 'BREVWER first showed: to the man using the
name JORN WILLARD.) i i %13 e

. -
.
4 .

Room 9 ~ Occupied by HAROUD CARTER, a man 55 to 60

. years of asge, unbmployed who receives - -
welfare chacks’ ard who kas a:physical .
affliction, (She stated one of his hands
is deformad or "drawa, up,") .She stated,
this man also drinks considerably.- She-

A does not belleve he was home at the tims
' of the ehaoting. l“-, R AP
f i * v 3, :) . ...‘_.','.,-‘ I
Roon 10 e-Occupied'by LEON@RD BATON, sge. 60. to. 65,11_ 7"
. ... -who she understands to be a long-time . . ‘

. resident at this ‘roomirg house, who reportedly
;. ZfXormerly worked on a river: boa{ . She 'stated
it is her impression that:he was in his °
room ‘asleep at the time of the shooting
and that he too had been drinking. .t

,
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(Rooms on north wirg sre nusbzred 1-B threugh 6-B, -~
reading from west to esst. Theze dvors having numbers
have numerals only.on thexn, but all of-the terants . .
understand that the designoation of "B" refers to the

rooms in the north wing.) ‘;,3 B L e =

et W ;' "u -« &
5 :
-.‘»’ --.1

Roon 1-B - (located vwﬁt o£ a north-south hallway
. which connzscts to sn encleosed walkway
" conrecting the two:wings of the rxrooning
house) Oceupied by Mrs. JESSIE L. LEDBETTER,
' 1 widoy wWho she underatands has resided at
, "+ . this address for soxes 8 to 10 years. Mrs.
: 3 C '-LKDBETTFR is &fdeat wute,. .’ o LT
¥ » ) o~ 18 t" ‘:_i. .?_-. . Tat_ m 3
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Room 4"B - Occupied by WILLIS AWCFUTZ, employed at-
. * © Duvall Transfer Company.. Mrs, BREWER
- -, later learned that Mr.. ANCHUTZ - . . .

o reportedly saw the man ‘running down .the
. + . 'hall following the’ shootlng and had some .

x

: X con»ersation with him, /- : 7 .
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Room 5-B ~ Room occupled by the man uszng name*'ﬂ
- JOHN ¥%1LIARD and which raoom had not
. .. been rented sirce former. tenant Tt o,
+ . ..' COMMOCDORE %TEWART, died about March 13 . :
{ or 14, 1968 N T N T o L R
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Room 6—Bk~ Occupled by Mr. and Mrs. CHARLIE STEPHENS .
= ‘Mr. STEPHENS .is an unemployed tuberculosis ‘
;. patient and his wlfe is prcsently confined
. : ‘ to hpr bed ¥ .
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‘i ' August 8, 1978 .

By PR

The Honorable Griffin B. Bell
Attorney General of the
United States

Department of Justice
Washington, D.C. 20530

R

e e T, T
¥ ' .

PR mp——

Attention: Mr. Robert L. Keuch
Deputy Assistant Attorney General
Criminal Division

e Room 2113

o Department of Justice

Dear Mr. Attorney General:

In connection with the investigation of the House
Select Committee on Assassinations into the death of
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., I have enclosed, pursuant to
the agreement we have with the Department of Justice, those
materials which we may refer to and consequently make public
during our public hearings scheduled for the week of August 14 -
August 19, 1978. We would appreciate it if you would inform
us by this Friday if you have any obijection to the release
of any of this information. I assume much of it has been
released under the Freedom of Information Act, but we do

not have a document-by-document list of that information
which has been released.

Thank you for your continuing cooperation.

wﬁi Sincerely,

V,/"\,,\‘j ¢ ARl Blebas

?:)rﬁ\q G. Robert Blakey

Chief Counsel and Director
0)7 %\‘o\ GRB: jwe

Enclosures

"o




BH 44-1740 ‘
, PURCHASE OF 1966 WHITE MUSTANG TWO-DOOR
BY ERIC S. GALT, 2608 HIGHLAND AVENUE,
FROM O¥NER, WILLIAM D. PAISLEY, ON
AUGUST 29 and 30, 1967.
? -
r

ALL INFORMATION _CONTAINED\\; ) 48

HEREIN IS UNCLASSSEIED N
DATE S\A\sts B ‘
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At 8:30 A.M,, the records of the Jefferson County
Department of Revenue were examined to determine the registereod
owner of an automobile bearing 1968 Alabama tag no. 1-38993,
These records indicated that this tag was issued on October 2,
1967, to Mr., ERIC S, 'GALT, 2608 Highland Avenue, Birminghanm,
Alabama, for a 1966 Mustang, two-door, eight cylinder, Vehicle
Ideutification No, 6T07C190647. This record also indicated
that this car bore a previous 1967 Alabama tag no. 1A-88354.

A check of the records concerning this number revealed that
this number was issued for the same automobile to a Mr,
WILLIAM D, PAISLLY, i eiunad il Birmioghan, Alabazma,
who bought this car from Maring Crawford Ford Company, Brrmingham,
on December 15, 1966. This car had originally beea registeresi
“by Maring Crawford Ford Company, on March 11, 1966 as haviug
been sold to MELVIN L. HARVEY, 4EeSimEimsamnionil Birmxnbham
The record shcws the car was tran»ferred from HARVEY'S mame to
,PAISLEY on December 15, 1966, and was then transferred from
PAISLEY to ERIC S, GALT, 2608 Highland Avenue, Birmingham,
Alabama, on August 30, 1967.

-

On 4/9/68 . ., Birmirngham, Alabama File # __ BH 44-1740

Date dictated 4/11.58

This document contains neither récommendations nor conclusions of tb&ﬂ It is the property of the FBI and is loancd tn
your sgency; it and :ts eontenu are not to be distributed outside your agency
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FD-302 (Rqv. 4-15-64)
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION . o .

 pate __April 9. 1968

WILLIAM\D.'P ISLEY,

Birmingham, furnished the following.k

/

On August 29, 1967, a man later identified as ERIC
GALT came to the PAISLEY residence in a taxi cab. This man
apparently was the same man who had called earlier in the
day and talked to PAISLEY's wife about an ad.the PAISLFVs Fad
placed in a local newspaper in an effort to sell their 13566

~ white Mustang. PAISLEY showed the automobile which bha-~ a

red interior to GALT and offered to let him test-drive thu

rcar. GALT refused to drive the car, saying he did not have

an Alabama drivers license, but he did have one in Lenjziavi,
PAISLEY then drove GALT around the area, and during thiw
drive picked up PAISLEY's son DAVID., When they returned Lo
the P©VPAISLEY residence, GALT said "I'1ll take it off your
hands.'" GALT said he did not like the off-white colar «#f the
car, but apparently was otherwise satisfied. GALT then <wup-
.gested that he give PAISLEY some earnest money, and asked §!
PAISLEY would drive GALT to the downtown area of Birminglua.
It was then agreed that they would meet the next day atv

about 10:00 a.m. at the First National Bank to settle thsy
deal. GALT told PAISLEY that he, GALT, had his bank acuou?
at the Birmingham Trust National Bank. GALT asked FATSLLY

.how he wanted payment for the car, and PAISLEY sugyrstied a

cashier's check. GALT said he did not know how to geot a
cashier's check, and PAISLEY sald he would show him how th«
next day. PAISLEY, accompanied by his son DAVID, then tack
GALT to First Avenue and North 20th Street, where GANT gt
out of the'car:

- L+

The next day PAISLEY received a telephcne call (o~

'GALT, who said he would meet him at the First Natiomal Bapk

to settle the deal. At about 10:15 a.m., they met in froos,
of the bank, and GALT took $2,000 cash out of his shirt?
pocket and gave it to PAISLEY. PAISLEY suggestcd they o
inside the bank and count the money, which they did. 2AX3IELY
deposited the money in the bank, and GALT went with PARSLEY'.
son to a parking lot where he took possession of the car.

——rag e
% ’f.‘ )

On

by

4/9/68 at __ Birmingham, Alabama  pjje # _ BH 44-1740

SAs

and M”m Su— s0- 4/9/68
- te dictated

Thu document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBL. 1t is the property of t.he FBIl and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are pot to be distributed outside your agency.
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BH 44-1740

' PAISLEY recalls GALT mentioned that he worked on
a barge line between New Orleans and St. Louis, and thai hs»
would work 20 days and then be off 10 days. Hc recalled
GALT saying that he was married, and that his wife was, sow
living "over in Rocky Ridge," referring to an area south nf
Homewood, -Alabama.

PAISLEY described GALT as a white male, age abaat
32, five feet, ten and one-half inches tall, 160 to 1653 nhvnd-,
dark brown hair, neat-looking, neat dresser, quiet, accert
was not from the Alabama area,

Mr. PAISLEY said he did not believe he could i1dantifw

GALT if he ever saw him again.

PAISLEY produced a bill of sale for this transaction
which shows the car was sold to ERIC GALT, 2608 Highlard
Avenue, Birmingham, Alabama, telephone 323-9487, for $1,225
on August 30, .1967.

o
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FD-302 (Revy 4-13:64)
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION -

#

1 ) , Date >. 4/12/68

.

\ .
! !’,é. s S0 4 -

 WILLIAM mm\‘mrsmy, JR., Gtk .
Birmingham, on April 9, “1968, furnished the following:
[ '\’ § »
Sometime in late August, 1967, PAISLEY's father

had run an ad in the Sunday newspaper in an effort to sell
their 1966 white two-door hardtop Mustang with red interior
and whitewall tires, They advertised the car as being for
sale for $1,995. A couple of days later, a man later identi.-
fied as ERIC GALT and PAISLEY's father picked up PAISLFY at tro
home of one of his friends. PAISLEY's father was driving tae
car and GALT was riding in the front seat. They drove around

" the area for awhile and then returned to the PAJSLEY resideice,
GALT did not ask any questions, look at the motor or ian the trivk
of the car. He said, "I'1ll be glad to take this car cff yuu
hands." He then agreed to give PAISLEY's father a down pxisi
if Mr. PAISLEY would take GALT back to downtown Birmiugham. .
They then agreed to meet the next morning at the First Natiocal
Bank to settle the deal, because PAISLEY's father has his cffice
in that building and PAISLEY at the time was empleoyed i \‘he
First National Bank. . .

. Mr. PAISLEY suggested that GALT obtain 2 cashies’s
check. PAISLEY and his father then took GALT to First avesnc
North and 20th Street, where he got out of the car. That
evening, August 29, 1968, PAISLEY tried to call GALT at thc tele
phone number GALT had left with PAISLEY's father, PAISLEY
was unable to ‘talk to GALT as he was not at the number called
and PAISLEY learned this number was at a rooming house «<a lisgh-

call from GALT who said he was six blocks away frcm the Firss
National Bank building and would meet the PAISLEYs iu froat .-f .-
the First National Bank at about 10:15 A.M. They met.in £y
of the bank at‘10:15 A.M, and GALT produced $2,000 in casbh,
mostly twenties, with some 100-dollar bills, They steprecd
inside the bank where the money was counted and GALT was

given a bill of sale,

On 4 10/68" atmimingham,.Alahama File # BH_44-1740

‘SAs nd .
by’ Date dictated ——4/9.11/68

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusidis of the g}.. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agedcy,
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BH 44-1740

PAISLEY then took GALT to the parking lot where the
car was parked and showed him how to drive the car, He then
gave GALT the keys and GALT drove off.

DAVID PAISLEY recalled that he obse“ved this sano
‘car for about six weeks after the sale, parked in froat of
the rooming house in the 2600 block of Highland Avenue, but
that he had not seen this automobile since about the fxrst of
October, 1967, He also recalled that on one of these¢ ocvasiens

he observed a front bumper tag with a drawing of a Confcdarate
flag thereon.

PAISLEY recalled GALT saying that h¢ vorked on a
barge on the Mississippi River '"out of St. Louis" to New
Orleans, He would work a month and then be off for two wecks.
and that this was a lonely life. He also said he bhad sawved
all his money from his job and would pay cash for the car,

PAISLEY also recalled that GALT was emphatic about
not test driving the automobile, and said that his louvis:ana
license had expired and he had not obtained an Alabama drive~’<
license yet. He also recalled GALT making a statemcutl thai be
did- his banking at the Birmingham Trust National Bank, aud
"I ‘have my money there."

PAISLEY described GALT as a white male, 5°'8"~8%", agc
tall, 145 pounds, dark brown or black hair with a widow's peak
and cut short., This person was not a smoker, was very ~leant-
cut, very shy and quiet. He claimed he was divorced ar« that
his wife was presently living on Rocky Ridge or 2olly Rilge
Road "over the mountain," referring to an area south of
Homewood, Alabama, PAISLEY recalled this person had an ncceat
which was possibly Western, but was definitely not from itc
Alabama area, PAISLEY also recalled this person saying he vas
unemployed at that time,

PAISLEY said he could definitely identity
this person if he ever saw him again.
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BH 44-1740

b

On April 10, 1968, DAVID PAISLEY observed an
artist's conception of a person who had purchased a r:fle
at Aeromarine Supply, Birmingham, on March 29, 1968. PAIS:,
said this artist's conception did not resomblc LRIC GALT,

PAISLEY said his father had told GALI duricg the
transaction that GALT would have to get insurance for the
as the PAISLEYs ‘would cancel their car ‘insurance by calliwng
State Farm Insurance Company that day (August 30, 1963%,

PAISLEY recalled that GALT did not ask any questions or «ay

anything further about car insurance.

During his contacts with GALT, PAISLLY said he
never detected the odor of alcohol on GALT nor did he cahse
GALT smoke cigarettes. PAISLEY said the ad for the automd

had been run in the "Birmingham News" on Sunday, August %7/,

only.

PAISLEY recalled GALT, after inspecting PAISLLY's
Mustang, saying that this was the .cleanest one¢ tbat GA!T h
He also recalled GALT saying, "I've get my moncy in the¢
Trust,"” and did not refer to the bank as the “BTKB,™ whxeh
commonly done by natives of Birmingham. In counnection <11
GALT's divorced wife whom GALT claimed was living on Rocin
Ridge Road or Dolly Ridge Road, "over the mountatu," PALSE
recalls GALT saying! "Yeah, that's the way it goos."

PAISLEY said the price of $1,995 for thc Mustanp
o was $300 too much, but this price was never questioined hy

LAVERRE
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GALT and this price did not seem to bother GALT iun aty way,

GALT said he had been saving his money and because he vworked -

a barge he had no place to spend it.

PAISLEY said he could not recall how GALT was dreyns

on August 29, 1967, but did believe that on August 30, 1967
GALT was wearing a sport coat, a dress shirt, with so e,
open at the neck.

g Prior to GALT's taking possession of .the car own
~ August 30, 1967, PAISLEY's father asked GALT how GALT was
to get his driver's license. GALT replied that he had a
friend '"over at the rooming house," who would take him to
‘place where he could obtain a driver's license-and chauge
- registration on the car.
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* DAVID EAMISLEY recalled that during the montn to six
woeks after the sale he had observed this car yparked oa nurmorcus -
occazslions in front of the rooming house 1n the 2600 block «f
Highland Avenuve. He had nored that this car scemed to be diyiy
from nou~use, rather than from being driven, aad that orn the Taxt’
accasion of observing this car which would have been abwul tho
first of October, 1967, the car still had the slick ball
tires that had been on it whun it was sold,

PAISLEY furaished the following dotailed dasvription
of thc sutomobile:

1966 white Mustaug, two-door hardtop. eight
cylinder, 289, four individuz}l red plastic .
floor mats, push button radic, beater, remdate
control outside mirror, day-night 1iuside parror,
very clean engiune., milcage 20.000 miles, cquijppesd
with Autolite battery, four whitcwall., baid tives,

. The spare was in good shape but had a widoer white.
wall than the tires on the wheels. The seats
were medium red in color and the carpeting was

maroon or dark red. Tho body condition of the .
» car was excellent and the muffler was painted
¢ shiny sxlver.

PAISLLY said that he had forgotten to advise ok .
April 9, 1968, that on April 5, 1968, sometince betlweewn 1:00 2 ¢

- and 1:30 P.M,, while driving east on Fifth Avcenme North, iw

front of the U, S. Post @ffice, PAISLLY observed a 1966 wlca.,
white Mustang hardtop, wbich he thought could possibly b fne
saue car hce had sold to GALT, He also. at tLd& sawme Ulirnn,
observed the back of « man getting into this car whowe buil-d
rescmbled that of GILY, PAISLEY said he could not be defip-..
that this was the suame car and that the individeal was GALY,
as he only had a fieceting glimpse. .
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R SHLITE LRLTON GARZIZR, 107 - 14th Stxoot, N B, ,‘liz”.ﬁ,’az. FA
Atlanta, Georgia, was coatacted at 10:37 PJM,, April 14,
AO0€3, at vhica tiud ko furnishod the following information:

LN '
] -

R B T ek e i Al g Y -
.
i ®
i -
. -
»
- -
.

GARITN nmade avaidlablo a record book maintainod .
by bim concorniny porsons who rent roons at both’ 107 and 113 -

E Ca 14th Streot, H 3,, rooniny houscs oposratod by him on a loase /

| basis, A roviow of this rocord book failed to disclose any . -~
b rogistration in the nara GALT, It sbhould bs notcd this koodk ', *

E » ., contains only a rocord of rcozers for tho pericd beginning e
, January 1,1838, ‘ . coor g T

i
i

Upon tkoing questionad concoxrning individuals ronting '

at theso addroenses who nlcoht havo choclisd out prior to tno

k conplotion of tio poriod for whkik thoy bnd paid, ox ‘'othirs who

] for any roason might not ko yecorded in this rosord book,

. GA2IT noned, anong othiors, an iandividual namad (Fixst Inme o
Unuancoany CIVY, On Lring auestionsd conzoxnirg GALY, ho said

j . this dnulvidual wos L2rs5t ccon Ly hinm o tho a2tcernoon of .
, Aoxil B, 12083, botwesn tho hours of 5:00 ond 6:C00 2,4, o

cxnlainsl? that anotior z=cowor, SN0 €, <CIT3, who ccecunics
roon #1 4% 1138 ~ 14th CLrool, lidhe, had btoon silfting in fxont !
o? +thia huildins aad wos sxfxcachad by GANT, wio injuired
conc2aninz tho availobility ol o room, GANLDR joinsd tho
. pair and CGALY indicated to GAIILIR k2 wos dntoxrdsted in oortalning
t a sinzlo, auiot roon, Eaving no such reon availablo, GAUIIR ‘
to0id GAYY ho would put hin in Roon 3, at 107 -~ 14Ta Strect, .
. which roon vwas & double yoom and tiat ko would bo moved to a
. sinzle 1oon a5 Sooa as ond hazdms avallablo, GARER said he
notad GALDY was Orivinz a bizck caw, prohkably & Ford, Loaring
an cut~-02~3%ate licomzo pinte (stato of xogistration not v,
rocalled), and that tko car vas possibly & 1932 or 1933 rodol,
: 3

‘ GALT cceoptod this arrarzenent and pald GUIDE vhilo

ossido the ¢rellinz and ko kolioves hoe recodived a $10 k1l ‘
. and o $)X bill in paysont, Tho cost of tho woon wan $10,60-

pox woohk and a §,50 vy dopozit, During tho counvexsatioa,

‘ GAIR indicated b2 was ¢ waldor ond originally camo fron “Iho

I Carolinas,® I c:plaincd that ho bkad a tog for a dilzerent .

" - %  gtato oa tho Foxd bocouso ba bad Lson woilkiing in anothox siate,

- .
v »
LY f * 1

e U i emad T
" on 4/14,15/58,, Atlania, Goorgia Filod Atlanta 44-2386 i

~ s R ¥
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< v 3 E

: Dote dictoted 4/16/G3 .. ,
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AT 44-2386 .
2

h +
At this point GAMNER indicated that possibly the tag on the k
Ford was a Tennessco taz, but he was not at all certain of

b tIXiS Y '

GARNER described GALTSas being a white male, 32 - 35

years of aze, 5' 11", 120 pounds, daxrk brown or black hair
worn in a brush cut, 'blue cyes, n2diua "outdoor" ccunlexion
and having a southern accent, e noted no distinzuishing -
features or choraocteristics and nad no recollecticon of ony
ring ox other jowelry. liic dress was casual, spocifically
desceibod o5 a shirt and slitciis,

GALT noved into Nooa #5 at 107 ~ 14th Sircet, ¥N.2,,
whexre he rcaained untild Cunday, fpril 7, 1053, COn this day
CALT was noved to Iloon 70 &t 213 - 14th Hireot, iH,2d, Cn this
occazion, GAUUIR obscrved (LA nove his nessexsiciis and noted
that he had no lusacwe ond a1l ox-his neszessions were cither
poved in & poaper bz ox Lo,

v Cha Bnx3l 7, 1063, HARSLD G, AUDRLEDNH, oh cemploycee
of the Alboxrt Pick llotel, 14th and Spring Slredto, Na.,
Atlanta, was brouszat to the yconing house by YL'n C, JULLE,
. who is 2lso ciployed by this hotel., GARNIDR assigped ATDIRNDN
Rooa #2 at 113 -~ l4éth Siveet, il.A,, and noted that the
individual he BLelioved To b2 GALT and AIXIRTHI beenno Lricndly.

Cn April 9, 1965, «t approxinately 9:00 P.ii,, CALT
. and ANDIRSON cone to GAMER's room at 107 ~ l4th Strect, LB,
at which %ime GALT advised GLITNR that both he and ADLASON
viecxe checking out, ile said kaoth uen appenred to have lLocen
drinizing, Durins the convexsation, CILT adviged ne hnd

. recelzd a tolephone ¢all Rreoa a fardiend in lchigan and had learned”

that weldexs wore receivinzg' & higher howxly wagd there, Por this

rcason, he nad Gocided to go o (lichigan to nedk worl, MIBIRTAN,

who uas o notel canloyce, indicated he'was ol to liichigan

with CGALR ond hoped to obinin ciploymont as a wolder's helpor,

GARNI™R recatled he roiunded approninntely M7 Lo LURDGH, vho
ad paid two weeks in advianc2- on regpistering on fpril v, G

did not ack for a refund, nlihouza ho was paid throuzh April 11,

K3

ut did rocoive the roturn of his §,50 deposit for the hey, Arng e,

a
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AT 44-2386 , : —
3 * ¥
. .o 3
Thereaiter, GARIUER accomnanicd GALT and AIDIERSON *to AIDIRSClH's
roon wiere he secured tho rcom keys fron both CALT and AIDIRSON,
At this tine he'noted sevexal beer bottles in the roox and —
presuncd GALT and ANDIRSON had been drinking tozethar, GARNER, fé}
*did not actunlly obscerve the depariure of GALT and AIDERSON, ST
but noted both were gone on the norning of £y»ril 10, 1568, as -
wvas the previously-~tescriled bleck TFord auto.
- : ‘ o
. . LCUER nade avellable the registeation for ARCLY G,
AIDERGOM, This registration dees not refloct an address Zoxr
ATIERS0d, but indicotes that his father is 3
- RPNy tclophono nunhor MMNNEEM CADIZR oxplaincd’
that he alunys attenpts to odiain The none and address for a e
. next of kin for his yoonors, : . :
v ~
GARMER provided the following physieal description R
of nmzow,%;:agnsox: AR
‘ Race ‘ Vhite - .
T Sex : ' Hale .
Aze . 20 . ‘ ‘
lleight ’ 5t ov . . X
Veight . : 155 ~ 160 pounds T
Hair . , Licnt brown, poarted on side —_—
Cozplexion ilediun
, Lyes Unknown
: . Distinguishing ) '
‘ Characteristics - Jlore noted ' ;
Dress Casual, shixrt and slacks

%

' GATRNI3R idontificd other tenants who yosided at
113 -~ l4th Street, N.B,, during the sang pesiced that GALY
wvas a roconer there,

K
*

. GANNER said he wos uneble to »ocall GALT!s fixst
pane, but adviscd he had obscxved nail on the hall toble of
the roonina house at 113 ~ 14th Street, W.E., voich nall was

'

\
N PR

(.

[
PLER® 2

.
=z

oy

o , C{‘CI ‘ |

i
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AT 44-2386
i

-
(I

addressed to 'GALT, At this point, GARIER accompanied the
intervieving Agents to 113 - )4th Stroet, N.E,, Where it was
-observed that there wexe tvo letters and a packaze on the hall
table addressed to ERIC S, or L. GALT, The poclinge was
postiarked 4/1/83, and tiae letters were postnarked 4/9 and
4/15/383, ADNIER advised bhis sister, ROSBIE_LSBCARHERﬁii‘
N ANANE -~A’7.'~ \'f'x‘.Q'reSides in Py inaatidineion -

IRGURCRIREES OIS, , Atlanta, had visitcd hinm on ot
eitiicr Triday or Satwday nicht, Apxxril 12 or 13, 1963, At
this tine his sister had thunksd through the mail on the
table ot Lhe 113 ~ 14th Streot address and won noticing the
nail addrosszed to BRIC GALY, siv commented to CGARLER that -

e

- ohoa

this wns the snne nane as the individual wio, accoxdinz to

newrshunor vublicity, was o suspect in the nurdse of Dr, NARTIN
LU IUG, J3, CGATUOR siated that he did not fool theore wins:

. any lilelinood that the GMU2 who bad siayed at 118 « 14th Stxeet,
deb,, ses ddentical with this susnocet, stating nany poople
hove the somo ‘nane, ) - ‘

GALNZR stated that ho had neithox coen nor heoxyd of
GALY prioxr To fMoril &, 1053, and that durin; ClUV s oy ot

his rocaing houso o say nothing to indicate thnt CALY had

anr coanectiion with any otahacy Ttenant at this oddvoss prior to
'his osrcivael thore, . GINUER wos asied wvhether ke hoad ony '
explonation for the fast that GALY had nail postunyiied 4/1/68

‘ addressed to hin at 113 -~ Lith Steeet, iYN,, and according

1 to CANGIR, GALY did not arxive at this leeation until ipril &,

t 1968, GALT soid he was wnable to explain this, and had no
idea how this could occur, : .

: H

G/NUER was also questioned concerning the porzsidvility
that GALT ox any othexr xooners had left naterial with hin in
storaze or Tor safehkcening. Ie assuraed that this was not
so, He ¢id xeport that Neeongs #4 and #5 at 113 - l4th Streot,
H.E., both of which 4t was noted viore fasteonod with houps
and padlcciis, Wisd sSToOrafge xXoous, lle gtated thoy contulned
only linens and possibly a Lo itens of no valuz left keaind
by roocasrs. ‘ ’

(- %

% N Y
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AT 44-2386 )

He,|

With rezard to Roon #5 at 107 -~ l4th
N,E., GARIER said that this room had not bomee
anyone since CALT was transferred {rem this roo
19563, Ie noted, however, tnat tho maid, PERNI

JhEe 2y 4

- -
’ - )
Strecet,

cupied by
1 on April 7, '
LE3 ZACIRY

or, her helper, identity unimown, would have chanzed the sheets
]

in Room #5 altexr CALT woas noved,

, Jiith xrexard to Noen #5 at 113 - 14th

this roon reuairped vacant until A»ril 138, 1003,

1znted to BRAVID OWRCIGTLL, i dyo

Yorl:, 1o <osceribad OIZDOIELL a5 3 vory younsg

» ¢nployed at and who was ©

. xrooning nounze by Faihd €, JTI0N, Mo sald he dce

this xcen was nade un'prioxr to itz bkoalng rented

but advizsed he had given GHIOLILLL clean sheots
could cimanze the linens hiwnsels, ©

AN

GAIIER said he Aid not knhow of
batvueen G and other xocnors ot eithcy
houscs cecent the
previously Gescrived,

=

o2 tue

Tor the failure of the

Ay

In cxnlanation
. to appoar on the rooninzy
can oaly cxnlain this by
rooa while aviay frxon the place where he naintal
and had inadvertently failed to record the none

to his roon,

The interview of GARIGR concluded ot
April) 15, 16GS. ‘ -

‘e
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any assogintion

Styeet, i.L,.,
waon it wos
ssett, ilewr .
an wao is also
rougziat to the
5 not bLolieve
to OIDCLITLL,

so tiat he

TCoAinz

associntion vi th IIAROLD G, AIMIZZOH, os ‘

name

welctvwr

"GALTM

house records, GALLLTIR said that he
saying ne xeceived paynient for the

ns his yocoxrds
wiasn he returned
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.'1. . o ' " i Dote 4/16/63

B

' Lurinzs tho inwz‘v--.s of JIE*‘!L; L LLTON GARS he
 asked the question, "lov are you cozsing on tho King nurdcr?"
hs was thon asked by intoxviowinsz Av*ont 32 s kad h ard oxr .
'rond much concorning this and ho 'L".oOd ro had reoad quite
a bit in tho no.:apapors and seon a lot on tolevision, ~
GM#ZL’JR thon :md.lcatcd uh‘\t ho knew this was why ye woro
.aekin about GALT

-

§~%

On___4/14,15/68__Atdanta, Georpia Fileg Atlanta “4"? (4

s 4/15/C8
by 04 i Dote dictoted /307

b4
»

This document contolns aeither recommendotions aor conclusions of the FBL I Is the property of the £31 0ad 15 102a9d 20 your ogersy;
#ond ls contonls ore not 1o b e distributed outside your ogercy.
’ =
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1f”‘ i At 2:30 a.n, JIdﬁIE DBB?CJ C&nNBR tclewhonic@lly‘“*
lcontacted the Atlanta Office of the Foderal Durecau of

Iavestigation at which time he provided thne folloping ' -7 '

?n;ornatxon: N - ~ N DT

;- R S TR oo, v F L,
{1
GALT during a poxrsonal intes view by ageants, he has rech°ckod
his records and.now believes-that the individual yphoa he
kaown 838 GALT actunlly was(registe
under 4thne pame of HWITLIAN) 23, Castonla,,L&r~h
Ca“olipﬂ. CITITIR 5aid hib recd¥ds ¢ not reflect the roon »
nunher o which LT2 wag assigned but noted that the records
¢o "Ko" 133 aryived Apxil 5, 1933, and raid througa Awnril 12,
19 ‘an rnntirﬂ the yoem, Lo03 uuwnlxcd the naa~

. A Xnﬁren iliclilgan, as the
in ivi«qu £o Lie notificd in cace of c*nxvency. GLONNR said -
all infoxnation provided curipz the prioy inteorview was
accurate except *hat ho nou feels cor tain that HZLLIAJ Lozt
rozistration pertains to ““I“ Ca»-. ) o
: « GARGID nas qucotiow d as
nants noae o ko QAL when the regziotration was in the
OJ. L--on), C”s!‘.ﬁ:& HAD

L 4n ~ “~
CHOCDY ooy that

+

T gen

L

nome

usable to v&Cl“"CvOrilj cxplain this
e feo2ls €hat he concludad Lhnt 153 was -

cALR vnen ClliRis 'cictor a‘lo& his attonticn to the 2ol

at the rcoming house which was directed to IRIC CAL . ol

e ow e w w

- v .

AN

Since providing the information concersfing ERIC <~

A

~m
u

“E

-

to how he Qoternined thHis -

N «CJ ‘,
rod at the rcouing house““‘*-

Fls
h

. T x 7 . o ./, - e
i ' e :
i ] s e F’ ,‘ o n ! ! 'fr LU < e i (‘ t
- v e« N - ! d e ) I - '
B | FEDERALBUREAU CFINVESTIGATIC * ' 1, -
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: 1 Dote Boril 16, 1958 -

Rd o it
2T

_ In response to & telephonic request received
, at 9:31 a.a. fron JUGIIE DELTON GARNER, he was inter-
iivicwed in front of his restaurant located at 1032 -

' Northside Drive, Northuest, Atlanta, Gecorgia.

.
i

o GARMER opened the conversation by stating
Lee is not CGalt." He then made available the rezistration
rccords for his rooaing house. It was apalin noted these '
. records <o not reflect a resistration in the name of GALT.
At the saaze time, GARINR produced an envelops bearing
. the prihta2d paze "Sric S. Calt." QGARNIR said this nane
was printed thereon by GALAL wnen GIRINER requssted his
full nano.  Other handurdtien notations thereon uere, .
accordinz to GARIER, prepared by himself. ' :

i N

T

. GARIIZR stated that subscouent to a prior y
intervien, h2 had vzen scarcalnsg his rocords and nis b P
nzmory and had now deterained that .on ilarch 28, 1638, T o
late in ¢he eveninz, an Apdividadl knoclisd on his - "
anartnont door, intreoducsd hlaseldf as v, GALY, anad - LR
requestod a sinzle roon, . -
? ’ .

E2 uas placed in Roo: luaber 2, 113 lhth Strees,

llortheast, Atlanta, Gsorzla, on notinz that the rooa uas ’ )

small, was offcored an adjoining storaze roca in vnich Kz

to place his surplus belonzinzs. At this point, CGLLY —

reoaried he would be able to utllize a dzssic in the storage

rooa for his television set. ” -

‘GARNER Gid not ‘see GAL® unload his autonobile
or brinz his pesscesions into the rocu. He next say
: CALD on ilarch 3), 1953, at which tize the rent uas due &nd |
GALD nmadz b statexapt, " may as uedl pay you for anothner
week.” Pnhis was betueen X:00 and 2:30 p.n. ,

Oa Anril 5, 1645, CARNTR cntersd the roon at ,
avproxiriately 11:00 a.m. Lo change the lincns. At this
finn, 2 Tound & nobe on the bod wpdtten on a plece of - g
cardborrd, balisved by nint Bo B3 @ LoUTry Siletoaciing;

. which stated Lu effect “Itve hzd to go Lo Tirainshaz. ‘ R
I've dcft oy %V set hare and will try to retura for 4% in i

Ol N5/68 o1 Atlodta, Geovelda Fllez Atlanta 4H-2326 . =
e ¥ 2 ,/‘ . » PT———
54 3/36/55 .

L

Oote dictated
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AT L}-21585
" RIX:bJec .
1 2

printed or

' Side.

1 aboub & Jecx.

de does

not rccall whe

ther the note wad

written and destroyed it by threoving it in

i, the trdch idd :qiotely.

with possibly a part’on the

P -
b L 4

GARLYR deseribed GALT es & white o2le, 23 to 35
years oi age, approxiamntely six feet t&ll, slender build,
olack hair, worn very shors

XL
"‘"

GARNER had previously noted GALY to vé utilizing

a 1l“ht coloraed, pousivly “hitu, autesncbile and on the
mo'ning of Ap"il 15, 1853, telephonleally coniacted iiv,

. HAROQLD J:”E&J, Roost flunbor 1, 107 Lhth utvecb, fiorche2st,
&s this autonovllce wis parziied near WATINS, &t wnich tine

e dgked VATERS genera 11, if no rocalled the nmake of car

and WATZHS advised hia 1€ was o late moadel huzteng,

. poseioly 1250 or 1637. '

GAILIER e3timnted his tolal con““ct uith GALY?
on both occuslions Jdid nod enceeld ona-hslf ncur. o stoved
on woih ocecanicns GALT wryn neatly degdsdd An a dork suly,
whlse snlre, aud tl 3o chne wrackerized hin us oxing
- 1iX2 a preacher, -

The inconel: Lﬂrﬂi-“ in the inforantion previocualy
furnished by GHNLER 0nd th” forcsolny uere thoroughly
dlscuesed with hia and ho could quP'bdt" ¢ only to
"belng confuscd”, in that n“ had crroncously ussociated
the name SMLT with tho roouer, HWILLIAN ILE, about vhon
hz had fvrnisl:d the inforaation. ‘

Lt this tise, GAINE de avallable & three past
menorandunl in his handuriting dhiCh chronolollcally scts
forth his assoziation with JALY., -The cenvelops previously

referred to, Iuy ni :nsd by GANGER, on u icq u%LT urote hls,
nase, alco containzd uh’ notation “Could do saveral

different inds of Vo This note waos prcoar;i oy GARILR,

«
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AT 4h-2386 . ; i
RLK:bJe .
3/

= 2
~

P bl

GARNER stated he made this notation during his initial’
contact wlth GALT, at which time he asked his usual

questions of new roomers about thelr line of work. He
sald he inadvertently failed to rccord the inforiation
on 'the cnvelope in his poraanent records. GARNER added

that at the time of renting the room, he received a

$1.00 key deposit from GALT and the key was left with
the note on the bed by GALT.
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.
| ' JIITIIE DILTON GARIER was intervicued in the
3 office of the Pederal Burcaun of Investigation, 275 Peach-

tree Streeb, Horthecast, Atlanta, Gaorsia, alfter voluntarily
accompanyinz SAs Mand : I fron his

place of business, 1052 jorthside Drive, lorthuests, - o

Atlanta, Ceorgia. At this time, GARIIER stated that he was
aware of thz discrepancies in the information furnished Yy
“him but insisted it was duez solely to the confusion which
existed in his mind in erroneouoly relating the nane
GALT with his roouzr, VILLIAN LEE ' .
He stated he had no reason for tellinz the )
| * Bgents that he had no itens in nis pessession "hich be-~ .
longed to CGALY, unen, in fact, he was holding a tolevision
set, othcr than the confusicn previously reforred to.
T
f In debvermining the 1n41vluuals in cach of the
rconinz houscs cszrated by nia (LCT 1Lth Strest, Northunsk,
Atlantd, Csorzia) wno may have becn in a pcsidicn to
observe GALT, he adviscd that af the tine of. rantinz %o
GAL?, thnere wias no other occupant in this bvlldinz.

2 statzd he had clese d'113 1hth Strest on .
Febrvary 11, 1633} aftcr he n"11boorhood hippiaes attorniea
to talke it over. .

( He adaitted that he had tuo double rocas

. vacant at the time GALT anplicd for a rcon and that he
had previously rented thesc for tho oprice of a sinzle .
roon, but GALR insisted cn 2 sin"lc rcoa, &0 he decided .
to oxen the other roculnz house. "Io adaitted Lt cost
hin nore to do %his than he would raceive initially in .
rent, but that he had dbeen planning to open it, as the

" other housc was £illing up.

' . .o " Dote___forid 16, 1968 .

. 9-7 . !

“on_ B/25/68 . Atlanta, Georgia Atlanta L4-2305

, — File#
g3 S i ' ' "
a ; 2 :
byﬁ_ﬁw _‘ Dote dictoted / 575
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“ . 1 3 . ' N
[ 4 ” ' ’ ’ ’ .
AT L4-2386 ) Coon B
RLX:bJc Lo
2 e
) GALT remained the sole occupant of this ’ S
builglns until April 1, 1968, at which time FRED C. g Sadonn
JONES was placed in Room Nuﬂoer ., . L., : } B
: f
iy

GARIIER specifically denied that he ho d pre-
- viously knoun GALY, that QALY had been raferred to hia so—
by anyone, that he had accepted an extra asmount of
‘money fron GALT for any raason,-or that he hid any ‘
kno:ledze concerning his .present wherecatouts.

T GARHER stabed that he uas born and rafsed in
s isglwpi, uas a neﬂbwr of the ~aoti*t Church, and -
was “pot .a Connunict."” Hz denied havln any kanculedse .

of the John 3Birch or. othzr risht wing orscnizations, , ﬁﬁk
statinz h2 had Joined only onc organization vwhich nane . i
he could no% now racall, but dcocribbd by hia as a- : p—e
civic organization. S -
. ' £,.
He reiterated that it had always been his e
intention to coopcrate uith the F3XI and that he had, o

in fact, that sorning given the address und telephone
nuabzr of his restaurant o a roomer, Hr, BURGESS, where
‘he could be reached should GALT rcturn for the tele-
viston sct. Ha stated he”did this so he could
tauesiately notify the F2Y of GALT's rcburn,

Bon et e K

L » e
.
e d - * . :‘) J"'
. Pt . L »e,
/ . —
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Date _April 6, 1968

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION ' ' - w-oui* )

Mr. RALPH MEREDITH CARPENLER, <SUENGONmBumnNm., .
Mcophis, Tennessce, telephone lllﬂlilik advised that heis a
salesman at tho York Arms Company locatcd at 162 South liain,

Strecot, Memphis, i ) L .,‘

R s ¢
lg PRE Y »

, Mr. CARPENTER recalls that yesterday, April 4, 1068, ,

he was in the above mentioncd store talking to one of*thc

other salesmen in the store when an individual-entered. and

uun*:equontly bought from him & pair of Bushnell binocular8.4

This individual entered the store at about 4,00 in-the.™ ';*'
- aficrnoon. My. CARPENTAR costimates this to be the correct ™ :

tinc and, in part, bascs his cstimate on the'fact that':.

there woro pickets parading in front of the store at that

time, Mr. CARPENTER recalls”that’as this.individual proceeded

further into the store he turned to this 'individual and asked

" if he could be of assistance. -The:.individual stated that.he
wished to purchase some binoculars, and Mr. CARPENTER:told: Wik
Bin that he was about out of binoculars and-believed*the': -ﬁ'f:i

only ones he had ip stock were a pair scellingi for $200 ‘and "
another paix selling for ninety-some dollars. The individual
stated that he belicved these were too-high priced for him,

_ o+ ana taen Kr, CARDPENTER recalled that, there might be a cheaper
raiv ol binoculars in the window and “advised the individual
{hat e would find out.  Mr, CARPENTER thereupon ‘went to
the alsplay window in the front of tho store and determined.
it theve was on display a pair of Bushnell binoculars
seiling for $39.85. lle brought these binoculars back to
the customeyx and cxplained that they were a Japanese import
osf pettey guality, The individual scemed to indicate that =~ -

Che either recognized the name or that he agreed that there |
veye sone good Japanesc imports, The customer raised the ’w”’
binoculars to his cyces and in some manner, not now recalled
by Hr. CARPENTER, indicated that these, binoculars yere_;
acceptable. - . . O #%«f; ,1

]
.i_)

g

p Mr. CARPENTER reccills that, the customer“askea if'iw
instructions were in the box, and MrY CARPENTER advised him

that there were instructions in the box, but not qmuch was -, oo
. needed to be known to operate the binoculgrs other than'to
’ ‘ : — — T Ty .-i.o.ucu:u.u.v (;.4“1 -LNhD‘ .
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Just place them to the eyes and adjust the eye pieces. Mr.
k& CARPENTER recalls that he wrote on the box in which he
f placed the binoculars the price $39.95 and the amount of
i tax which was $1.60 and added the two figures for a total - ‘
¢ of $41.55. He placed the sales slip and the box with the =~
% binoculars in it in a gray paper bag which bears the name .
E of York Arms on its side. The binoculars were in a leather
3 or similar type carrying case, The store does not record
% or maintain serial numbers for these binoculars and it is
' not known what, it any, serial nuumber was on this particular
¥ pair of binoculars. sl
g Mr. CARPENTER stated that the binoculars were
i Bushnell brand and were 7 by 35 size, )
% Mr. C)RPENTER described the customer as follows:
{ Race: White
Sex: Male
- Age: .26 - 32 years
Height: 5 feet 11 inches
Weight: 160 pounds to 175 pounds
P Hair: Black or'dark brown, neat,
f . . combed straight back and not
: parted., It was neither very
: long nor shaggy.
] Eyes: Color not recalled; no glassea
i Y ) worn
! Complexion: ’ Ruddy
i Build: Medium
g Scars and marks: None recalled
i Regional accent: . None noticed
i Dress: , Dark suit, not known whether
N ' or not pants matched coat, but
: . recalls pants did not contrast
\ . with coat; color of shoes not
known but not in sharp contrast
3 to other clothing; no hat worn;
white shirt with noticeably wide
. space at the.collar, neat looking;
. dark tie with light stripe which
L . covered entire tie, which was .
-7 ' -+ tied in a long slender knot which
o . ' v did not £ill the space between
T .o the collars; tie was noticeably
. , : pulled to one side, not in keeping
. o with generally neat appearance of
" . customer; no jewelry remembered,
. . ; 119
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Facial characteristics: Average fullness; nothing
e + regarding the eyes, nose,

* ears or other features
noticeable, Customer's
hands were neat, though

. nothing outstanding was -

BRI , . noticed about then,.

Mr. CARPENTER recalls that the individual reached
into his right front pants pocket to get the money with which
to pay for the binoculars. The money was not in a billfold
or a money clip., The customer withdrew two $20 bills from
a roll which contained several other bills, at least two of
which Mr. CARPENTER believes ware $20 bills. The customer
also took a $1.00 bill from this roll and then reached into
his other frong pocket with his left hand and secured two
quarters and a’nickel, making a total of $41.55 for the
payment, After purchasing the binocylars, the customer

'walked from the store and Mr, CARPENTER told him to "hurry

back'" or some similar parting statement, and the customer's
reply is not recalled, if any was madeé, Mr. CARPENTER does
not know which direction the customer took after leaving the
store, . A o’ o
4 ' - b
* .. Mr, CARPENTER does not recall ever having seen
this individual before in the store or elsewhere, but feels
relatively certain that if he sees him again he would be
able to recognize him,

. The custoner, while in the store, did not ask to
see any other merchandise such as rifles or guns or '
ammunition of any kind, and made no inquiry at all concerning
any other merchandise, e .

Mr. CARPENTER stated that when the customer entered
the store CARPENTER was near the front of the store talking

. to Mr. VERNON YORK. Further back in the storé*he believes . “

CHARLES GIBSON was near the cash register, and Mr, HUGH -
BADDLEY, a clerk, was also somewhere in the store. He believes
also that possibly Mr., CORDRA YORK, JR,, may have been in
the store, but he does not know whether or not any of these
individuals took notice of the customer,

120
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Date ___4/16/68

RALPH M, CARPENIER, an employee of York Arms Company, 162 South
¥ain Street, Menphis., Mr. CARPENTER was informed of the identity
of SAC JENSEN and he has previously besen interviewed by SA.
e He was told we had an additional group of photographs we would - . .
like him to view., He was told that no significance should be =i -
] attached to the sequence or arrangemsnt the photographs might . % '
. be in when he saw thsm. These photograghs were laid out, one .
after another, on the second floor away from bystanders and other"‘.
employees in the York Arms Company. el { .
NI e e e
' CARPENTER spent at least twenty minutes reviewing g
carefully each of the photographs. He expressed some hesitation ' .
for a time between a photograph of oneM and the -
photograph of F3IC S, GALT, No n2mes and no identifying data ’ E
of any kind were furnished to CARPENTER in conmection with his .-.- .
study of these photographs. He did state in connection with a 4$j v
photograph, oﬁaﬂiﬂ‘lgthat he thought this was & "Yocal Memphis boy
whom he might have seen. He turned this photograph over and did
reject the photograph &s not baing’ identical to the one to whom %
he sold the binoculars. .t

¥ L
§ SAC ROBERT G, JENSEN and SA mitilimeeywliSiilr contacted

o~
gl e Ey e

‘ He studied carefully for approximately five minutes S
the photograph of ERIC S, GALT and made comments concerning the .
appearance of GALT, He stated the hair was generally similar S
to the customer but thought it might be just a little bit longer -.

S than when the customer had been in the store on April 4, He also
said that he recalled the custonmer he waited on did not have P
heavy, bushy eyebrows but they were more like the eyebrows in the - .°
photograph of GALT, He also stated he had no recollection of . .;.f.
seeing GALT's teeth and thought he had a smile when he waited on ™'
him., CARPENTER also said he had no independent recollection of -

GALT's ears appearing &s they did in the photograph, but he then .-

| . said he did not notice them particularly. He did furnish the et
g following statement regarding his identification of the photograph
4 ‘of ERIC S, GALT: . .
: .. ; - \ .
- Co .oom B AR
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L apray 16, 1968 o .
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"On April 16, 1968, I, ‘Ralph M Carpenter was shown a group

of § photographs by Special Agent in Charge Robert G Jensem
and Special Agent SMEDDMEINNNGEY, After careful study of J;Jw-

each of these pictures I plsced my name on the back of the

picture which I feel most resembled the man who bought a : *~ Ve

set of binoculars from me on April 4, 1968 at York Arms,

162 So. Main St., Memphis, Tennessee.’ I was not furnished’ e

any names or any descriptive data regarding any of the
_photographs shown. I was also told that no significance
should be attached to any sequence or arrangement that the
photographs were shown to me, I did turn one photograph ‘-%. -

(|
LN

E

over as I thought'l recognized this to be a local Memphis . ‘' °-

boy. I did -hot however recognize him as the person to whom .
I sold the binoculars. “ o

“w

"In choosing the photograph I was guided by my best recol}ec-;flw
tion. I remember that the-man who bought the binoculars . 97,

did not have heavy éyebrows and were about medium like the - "
ones in the photograph selected by me, I did not sell any .
other binocculars on April 4; 19€8 e T

"My signature attests that I an in agreement with. ,~w

the information set forth on page one and page two of this

statement. _
‘ /8/ Ralph M., Carpenter l;*x*$7%i%;
/8/ Robert G Jensen S - 5 7;,?;;;f,:§‘w“
SAC, FBI, Memphis P Coa Tt L T e
April 16, 1968 4 i e
Special Agent FBI ~ . T LT o

April 16, 1968"

= ¥ ~ - Y
* x

. . S ;
i
s +

It should be noted that the name “ERIC S, GALT™ ..ir: &

was not furnished to CARPENTER, norx.was he in a position to . - : -
read the name when he signed the back of the photograph, His
concluding remarks, which were made at approximately 11:20 a. u.,
4/16/68, were to the effect that, "I don't own a suit., 1 .

, suppose I will have to buy & suit so that I can go to court.”

H
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVES™,GATION

1

8
Date April 2?, 196

Photographs of JAMES EARL RAY taken 1955, 1960,
and 1966, and of the bedspread recovered at Memphis, April 4,
1968, were shown to Mrs. BESSIE RUTH BREWER, Room No. 2,
422% South Main Street, Memphis, Tenncssee, She said she
bad looked at the bedspread on April 4, 1968, when it was
displayed to her after being recovered by the Memphis Police.
She said the bedspread did not come from her rooming house
and in fact she had never seen one like it before in her
life. Mrs. BREWER said none of the men in the photographs
shown her were familiar to her., She further advised that
she did not believe she would r.cognize the man using the
name JOHN WILLARD if he were.to "walk up and say hello to
me right now." She said she did not look at the man
called WILLARD 'squarely in the face" and as a result, does
not think she will be able to identify him.

‘Hr'u—\ N -
!"f (’f" _I f*fg.o
ih

-#}J 1“I wsge “d;r,‘ "

m\ N

<
. T

on __April 24, 1968 Momphis, Tennessee

g% .

4/25/68

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. "It is the property of the FBI1 and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be dmnb\ted outside. your agency.
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Date . 4710/68

1 ) .
</"'(‘/<1' / ’ l:. L. ‘;' ’, ,," »"’j

'f
Mr . CHARLIE QUITMAE/QEPHENS Room 6-B, second floor,
422_ S Main Street furnigh the following information to .
Homicide
Department, and SA ISR e TR

reau, Memphis Police
o . / / '\,JM £ e w

ameratesa—

Mr. STEPHENS, who stated he is 46 years of age,
and his wife occupy 2 rooms in the north wing of a rooming
house, the address of which is 4223 S. Main Street. This '
rooming house actually covers the second floor of 2 - L
separate buildings, Mr. STEPHENS' room being located in the ' "~
north building in the southeast corner of the north building.

bR et s i s Bl g e T e S T
. .

Sometime in the late afternoon of April 4, 1968,.

+ he and his wifd)were in their room. His wife, who has

recently been in the hospital for an extended period of
time, was in bed in their combination of living-bedroom.
He was in the kitchen, which is east of the living-bedroom.
He was repairing a radio on a_.table located at the north o
wall of the kitchen. Immediately nozth - of him is a common LI
bathroom which is located at the east end of an east-west ‘

_ hallway in the north building. . While he was repairing the .
radio, he heard what he is certain was a shot, and he is R L
certain that shot came from the bathroom from a point o
within just a few feet of where he was sitting. He has no
way of knowing the time but can only estimate it was sometime

9 between 5:00 and 6:00 PM,

Sn g e < N

W

TR

Yoo

Upon hearing this shot, he walked out of the kitchén '
through his living-bedroom and opened the door leading onto
the hallway and observed a man running west down this hallway
and this man was carrying a large bundle of some kind. He ’
would estimate that this bundle or package was at least

. 3 or 4 feet long and 6 to 8 inches thick. Although he saw the
man and the bundle only momentarily, he gained the impression
that the bundle was wrapped in something, possibly a newspaper.
This man continued running to the end of the hallway turning
left (south) and apparently thereafter ran down the stairways

e onto the street, although he- could not actually see the man

" going down the stairway.

s - 22 e ate .
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" On 4/5/68 .-, Memphis, Tennessee " pile # _ME 44-1987

VT by sA qyeniiliiiiiins eomEn Date dictated 3/27/68

This document oontamo neither reconmendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of !.he FBI and is loaned to
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It immediately occurred to Mr. STEPHENS that
this was the same man he had seen earlier in the afternoon,
possibly around mid-afternoon, standing at the door to
room 5~B which is located 1mmed1ately wast of Mr., :
STEPHENS § living-bedroom. He stated that around mid- ‘
afternoon he had seen a man with Mrs. BREWER standing in the
hallway at the entrance to room 5-B lot2ing into room 5-B,
He saw the man's left side. The man had nothing in his hands
at the time. He assumed this was some new guest looking
at a room,

]

Mr . STEPHENS stated that he and his wife remained
in their room the rest of the afternoon. He pointed out that
he, Mr. STEPHEXNS, is a disabled veteran who has been treated
for tuberculosis, and he spends most of his time in his rooms
with his wife who is also 111 and who at present is a bed
patient. wm .

Sometime after seeing thisman with Mrs. BREWER, he.
heard someone in room 5-B and assumed the man hehad seen

had rented the room next door. He stated that he recalls

on several different occasions hearing footsteps in this room
and also leaving from this room past his (Mr. STEPHENS's)

room and into the common bathroom at the east end of the

hall., He was also very much aware that when the person went
from room 5-B to the bathroom, that psrson remained in the bath-
room for a considerable period of time. He pointed out that
this is particularly noticeable since this is a common bathroom
which must be used by a number of different tenants. He

also specifically recalled that only on one occasion did

he hear the commode being flushed and he was therefore curious
as to why this person was spending so much time in the bathroom., -

Ry

He stated that on the last occasion that someone '
went from number 5-B to the bathroom prior to the time he )
heard the shot, he would estimate that that.person remained .
in the bathroom for at least 20 to 30 minutes, During .°
this period he heard no noises coming from the bathroom.
He also specifically recalls that during this same period, -
Mr. WILLIS ANCEHWIZ (phonetic), who occupies room 4-B, immedi-~
ately west of 5-B where the nsw tenant apparently was located,

l,vq.

o ¥

23

§
e
: N

Sy o
L3N -3

W65994 Docld:32989731 Page 115

.




P ME 44-1987
3

had knocked on Mr. STEPHENS's door and somewhat i anérily e
. inquired as to who was staying in the bathroom so long. s

wbat e b g s S T e

It was at the end of this latter period of time .~ . -
that Mr. STEPHENS heard the above described shot which he =
was certain came from the bathroom. He stated that immediately
after the shot was fired he heard some people located across ' - .
the street, east of the building where he lives, screaming. ”
Due to the excitement of the moment, the fact that people
across the street in the vicinity of the Lorraine Motel

o were screaning, and the fact that his hearing is not the

. best, he did r)t hear any additional noises coming from the
bathroom. He pointed out. that he would expect to hear a
“scuffle" coming from the bathroom if the man in the bathroom
had fired the shot that killed MARTIN LUTHER KING, but he
cannot recall hearing such a-"scuffle." He stated that he
simply has no way of knowing whether the man came out of the
bathroom, went into room 5-B and then ran out of 5-B down
the hall toward the front of the building, or whether the man

* in the bathroom ran directly from the bathroom down the

hallway toward the front of the building. He stated he did
hesitate a few moments after hearing the shot and hearing the

; screaming outside before he went to the door and looked down

E D] the hall to see the man fgnning carrying something in his hand,

]

t

;g
g & 2

Mr. STEPHENS advised that the only people in the
north building of this rooming house at the time of this -
incident were (1) Mr. STEPHERS, (2) Mr. STEPHENS's wife,

¢ who was in bed and who was never in a position to observe

; anything, (3) Mr. WILLIS ANCHUZZ (phonetic), above,in room

. 4-B, who came out of his room and was seen by Mr. STEPHENS

: at the same time Mr. STEPHENS saw the man running down the

L ' hall, (4) Mrs. JESSIE LENTTER, a deaf and dumb lady who re-

sides in room 1-B toward the front (west) of the north wing

or north building, and (S5) the unknown man who had occupied
room 5-B who was running down the hall as previously statel

R e Tl el [ S

Mr. STEPHENS stated that Mr. ANCHULY made some remark
o to the unknown man who was running down the hallway and the .

unknown man apparently made some kind of reply. , .
. 04 - : R

-
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Mr. STEPHENS advised that whereas he could hear .
footsteps in 5-B and could hear footstepn)between 5-B and the
bathroom, he at no time hsard any conversation in 5-B,
and he is certain that there was no conversation in 5-B
from the time the new tenant checked in until the time
he heard the shot. He stated he never heard any noise or
footsteps which would indicate to him there was ever more
than one person in room 5~-B. He pointed out that whereas
his hearing is not too good, it is very easy to hear noises
in the adjoining rooms of this rooming house and he definitely
can hear normal conversation coming from that room. Mr,
STEPHENS stated that when he saw the new tenant with Mrs.
BREWER standing in front of 5-B, he only saw the left side
of the new tenant, and when he saw what he believes to be the
same man running down the hallway carrying something, he only
saw this person from the rear. He pointed out he never saw
him directly in front, but based upon his observations he
. would describe this person as follows:

Name: Unknown . . -
 F Race: White
Sex: Male
Age: "in his 30's."
Height: 5' 10-11", -
Weight: 165 pounds .
Build: Average
Posture: Man stood erectly
Hair: Described as sandy, also

25
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- deseribed as 'dark blond"
o having the appearance of
unwashed sand.

Further described hldrline
as receding on left side

(and presumably on both sides)
making it appear he would have

"peaks' on either side but
with full thick hair toward
the front center of his head
between the peaks. Hair
combed straight back. Norma
or average haircut.

1
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Dress:

General Appearance:

TN e el W e lar i Y

T
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Bare headed, wearing dark
. suit’
Clean shaven, neat appearing

individual,
9>




TS

RAEE AT+ i

et

Ry T SRS G

v

-

T s A R

PRCRRNE: 4 SR i LS

£
-

b Y . X 2 . ! v *
o FD-302 (Roev, 4-15-6¢) . B ' .

) ¥
b

W B TR s kR

. . .
& 4 , - . -
. . PR SV

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION .-

1 SR o Date ___4/7/68 ¢

CHARLES STEPHENS, Apartment 6B, 422% South Main y
Street, Memphis, advised that on the afternoon of April 4, C,
1968, he was with his wife at the above address. He stated
that at about 3:30 p.m., on the above date,, b began wotkzng
on a table model radio of his which was in need of repair.
He said he took a radio to the kitchen and placed it on the
table which was against the wall that was adjacent to the
bathroom which was used by all tenants on his floor. As he
was working on his radio he could hear the man in the next ‘.
apartment to him, Apartment 5B, leave his room several times
and go into the bathroom. Mr. STEPHENS stated that he knew .
it was the man who had just checked in to Apartment SB that

afternoon because he could hear the door of Apartment 5B .
open and then footsteps would go down the hall to the bathroonm,
the bathroom door would open and then close. .

: Mr. STEPHENS said that durxng these various trips that
the individual in Apartment 5B made to the bathroom he failed
to flush the’ toilet or to run any water with the exception of
the last time he was in the bathroom. At this time he flushed
the toilet. He stated that this individual seemed to be spending
an undue length of time in this bathroom. At about 6:00 p.m.,:

. on April 4, 1968, Mr. STEPHENS heard a loud noise which he described
as sounding like a gunshot come from the bathroom.: Upon hearing
this noise, Mr. STEPHENS ran from the kitchen where he was repairing
his radio to his door that led to the hallway. He stated this is
only a distance of about 10 to 12 feet. Upon opening the door ‘
he saw a man leave the bathroom carrying a package of aboiit three
feet long and wrapped in what appeared to be newspaper. He saw
the man run down the hall and then turn left as if he were trying
to leave the apartment building. As this was happening WILLIE,
ANSCHUTZ, who lived in Apartment 4B, came out of his apartment
and went to the bathroom. ANSCHUTZ then told STEPHENS to look out
of his window. STEPHENS said that he then looked out of his
kitchen window which faced the lorraine Hotel and saw a lot of
polzcemen scurrying about and people running screaming in the
vicinity of the hotel. o -
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Mr, STEPHENS stated that the man who was in

Apartment 5B had checked in about 3:00 or 3:30 p.m. on coA
April 4, 1968, He stated he was sure of this because he’ had
heard the landlady showing him the apartment at, that' timo, He
stated he glanced out of his door and got & fairly godd look at
‘'the man who ho describsd as boing & white male; &' 10-11"; ' :.°

~ Weighing 165 pounds; slender builld; ruddy complexion, sandy
hair; had a long, sharp pointed nose; wearing what appeared to"
be a dark blue or black suit, white shirt %pd dark tie.

: ' Mr, STEPHENS stated that the men who he saw running
| out ot the bathroom closely resembled tho nan who had checked
into Apartmwent 5B. FHe sald he could only sege the man who ran
frcem the bathroom from behind, but his general build, hair -
coloring ‘and clothes were thé gawme as the individual 1n
Apartment SB. -

¥r, STEPHENS describedathe individual he saw. running

out of the bathroom as Iol}ows, L . o
' 4 ..Racg’’ y .. .Vhite B AR JRED
. Sex. <t . :Male S e
¥ .. . ‘Beight ' i ot 5'10-11" y . . "
Weight - = . 165 K ey e m®
. Build : Lt ‘v . Slenderxr e ¢: '
) Complexion, o Ruddy T tea
T . ' Hailr ) L . Sandy, slightly-on dark side
. , CIOthing . Wearing dark suit P

R STEPBENS added that he had never net the »an who
chacked 4nto Apartnent 5B, talked to hin, or knev his name, ‘
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< """ Mrg, PEGGY BURNS, eaisiiilstiefteene telephone number

i S advised she is employed as a saleslady at the:

'ver Rexall Drugstore in Whitehaven. MrP) BURNS stated that'
she recalls selling a Gillette shaving kit,” which was in'a ‘
clear plastic container, to a white man a little before noon
on April 3, 1968, She stated that this shaving kit contained °
a safety razor, shaving lotion, shaving cream, hair tonic,
and deodorant, which is8 all manufactured by the Gillette Company,
and was in a clear plastic container,approximately four inches -

by six inches. .

>

Bl o s

R e ] q;vc,l

.

Mrs. BURNS recalled that a white man came into the
Oliver Rexall Drugstore shortly before noon, April 3, 1968, and
asked her for a razor. She said she pointed out where the
razors were located in her store, and directed him to that area
of the store. She advised the white man walked down to this
area, and picked out the Gillette shaving kit, and brought' it’
back to the cash register, where she was located. Mrs. BURNS said
she could not recall any other items which the -white man™
purchased in her store. She could not recall how he paid for
this purchase, and did not recall anything he said while he was
paying for the item. .

‘Mrs. BURNS stated that she got the impression from' the
white man's activities that he was a stranger in the area, and
she said she does not believe he has ever been in her store before.
She said she is sure that she has never seen him prior to the
time he approached her, and she furnished the following description

I IR € e R 0 T g vt

WA R T B MR LT I e Y Ay W e

; for him:

g ’ Race:. . White

: Age: ' . 45 ’

3 Height:~ . s'n

) Weight: * - . 165 pounds .

: Hair: Black - could not recall how
1 o he combed it or anything further
: . ) about his hair

£, Eyes:’ . Color unknown

3
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Mrs, BESSIE RUTH BREWER, Resident Manager, rooming
house located at 4221 South Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee, .
was interviewed at Central Police Headquariers, Memphis,, )
Tennessee, Police Department, at which time she furnished .
the following information: T .

Between 3:00 P,M, and 3:30 P,M, on April 4, 1968,
a white male knocked on the door of the second floor of the
rooming house and asked Mrs, BREWER if she had a room. She

it.- Mrs., BREWER showed him Room No. 8, which is located in
the southwest part of the building, and the individual put his
head into the doorway and after looking, stated that this.
would not be satisfactory as he did not need a stove and
refrigerator but only wanted a sleeping room. Mrs, BREWER
then showed this individual Room §-B, and he put his head in
the doorway of this room and said it would be fine. At this
point the individual asked where the bathroom facilities were
. located, and she pointed to the bathroom located in the
northeast portion of the hallway which is located in the same '
hallway as Room §5-B, She and this individual then returned
to her office. The individual stated that his name was JOHN
WILLARD and that he wanted a sleeping room for oneé week,

P ey
R U e L R SRR R e S P LSRRG e i A R ELS T A RREE G T N

WILLARD then asked her how much the room rent would’
be for one week, and Mrs., BREWER replied $8.50. WILLARD.then
put his hand into his right trouser pocket and withdrew a
twenty dollar bill and two quarters and handed the money to
her, She gave him change in denominations of one ten dollar
bill and two one dollar bills. When WILLARD arrived at the
rooming house, Mrs. BREWER did not notice any luggage in his
possession, nor during the brief conversation with WILLARD
did he volunteer any information concerning his home residence,
1ine of business, or mode of transportation., WILLARD was not
required to sign any type of register, and the only written
record maintained of the transaction was a receipt for the
$8,50, which was made out'in the handwriting of Mrs. BREWER.

Ty ¢ S i O T S

* -

Mrs. BREWER was unable to state if WILLARD r

TIETw Wh X e m B AT

S

1 S Date ___April 8,1968
// 7 /:{/ a3t i ) '}’1-&;:/ :)/5‘ "l“/ﬁ’"?“"f"}'

[

replied yes, and this individual then asked if he could see *

—y

,‘ 9 T AL TuRChATION CONTAINED

L “ : IERETN IS UNCLASSIQIED >
b - - DATE 3 &@‘S\, o _ *;meam&
; 4/5/68 Memphis, Tennessee File # emphis 44~198

LT, S e ————— Dato dictated —4/8/68

’Thi; liocument contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI end is loaned to
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to Room 5-B or if he left the building at any time after
renting Room 5-B, Mrs, BREWER did not again observe WILLARD
after he rented the room.

Mrs. BREWER's husband returned home from work at

5:25 P,M, on April 4, 1968, and at that timbk Mr. and Mrs.
BREWER commenced their dinner. After dinner Mr., BREWER
then turned on the television set and was watching the
"Rawhide" television program, and Mrs. BREWER did the
dinner dishes. Shortly after completing the dinner dishes,
Mrs. BREWER also sat down to watch the "Rawhide" television
program, Within a matter of a couple of minutes, Mrs. BREWER
heard what she thought to be a gun shot coming from the back
of her rooming house., Mrs. BREWER believed that this must
have been around 6:00 P,M, on April 4, 1968, She advised
her husband that she thought it was a gun shot. Her husband
took time to put on his slippers and both of them then
proceeded to the southeast exit of the building., Upon

‘ arriving at this point, Mr. BREWER attempted to go out the
back door; however, a law enforcement officer was in the back
of the building and instructed both Mr. and Mrs. BREWER to
close the door and return to their apartment., Mrs, BREWER
did not hear any noise such as someone running_through her
building after hearing the gun shot, and the only noise she
could recall hearing was a lot of hollering and screaming
near the back of her building toward the Lorraine Motel.

- Mrs. BREWER examined cash that she had on hand
and determined that she had three $20.00 bills in her -
possession, She was unable to specifically pinpoint which
$20.00 bill was furnished to her by WILLARD for payment of
his room rent., Mrs. BREWER made available the following
described twenty dollar Federal Reserve Notes:

(1) Series 1963-A, Serial No. F14002844A
(2) Series 1963-A, Serial No. H16164663A

(3) Series 1963, Serial No, F06445143A
Mrs. BREWER furnished the following description

T A NG e R

of WILLARD: . S
: ] Race: - White
: ‘Sex: ) Male
. Age: Approximately 35 years
- .10
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Height:
Welight:
Build:

y Appearance:

=

5t11" to 6!

180 pounds

Medium (carried weight well)
Real neat looking, clean - '
shaven.

Mrs. BREVWER stated that WILLARD appeared to have a

smile or a sneer on his face during their entire conversation,,

did not appsar as though\he was the outdoors type; was

wearing a dark sport jackeét or short Jacket, as he did not

»

have to pull the jacket back when he reached his right hand
into his pocket for his money; did not notice any rings or
watches; paid no attention:to his shoes, pants, shirt,
or whether he had on a tie, but was quite positive that he'
did not have a hat; did not give the appearance of needing

a haircut, nor r38 he wearing a mustache or any long sideburns°

paid no particular attention to his teeth while he was talking
and did not particularly notice about any part of his face,
-including nose, mouth, ears, chin, or eyebrows.

»

Mrs. BREWER claims that she did not particularly :
look at this individual as she did not like the smile or :

sneer that he had on his face.

-

Mrs, BREWER did recall that when she pointed out
+the bathroom facilities to WILLARD, she told him that everyone

" in the area of his room was usually quiet but that the guy next
to him usually drinks a little bit. Mrs, BREWER claimed that -

WILLARD then stated, "I take a beer once.in awhile myself."
Mrs, BREWER claimed that she told him that was all right as
long as he stayed in his room and kept quiet.

Mrs, BREWER was unable to state whether any of the
other roocners at her rooming house had an opportunity to
either observe or have any contact with WILLARD, nor was she
able to furnish any additicnal information concerning
WILLARD's activities during the brief period that he resided
She clains that she does not believe

at her rooming house.

that she would recognize ‘this individual again froma = '+7°

photograph or if she had an opportunity to see him in person,
but qualified this by stating that she probably would be 0
able to recognize him from the smile or sneer that he had on
his face if she were able to observe that in the future., |

11
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She claimed that WILLARD did not volunteer any
information concerning his personal background or volunteer
any information concerning his reason for being in Memphis,
She claimed that WILLARD's speech was "just like the rest
of us around here," and that his vocabulary and accent were
not out of place in her rooning. house, Mrs, BREWER recalled
that when WILLARD first looked in Room 8,'he remarked that
he only wanted a sleeping room as he woul,} not be in the
room in the daytime, just at night, '

%
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Mrs, FRANK (BESSIE) BREWER, Room 2, 42231 South Main .
Street, »emphis, Tennessee, who manages the rooming house at
this address and who has been interviewed previously by Agents
of the FBI, telephonically contacted the FBI Office on April 10,

1968, at which time she requested to be contacted by an FBI Agent.

\(Mrs .BREWER was contacted by SA Nl ~,,ﬂ,«
SRR LY Eomicide Bureau, Memphis i
Department, at which time she advised that she was beginning to
receive mail from individuals unknown to her. She displayed an -

ewvelope postmarked April 7, 1968, 4t Niagara Falls, New York, =~ .

bearing the return address, Mrs ,/ZUCCO, 518 Ferry Avenue,
Niagara Falls, New York, in whith was located a one-page hand-
written letter, which letter referred to newspaper publicity
identifying Mrs..-PREWER as operating a "flop house,'" the writer
of the letter referring to the fact that Mrs. BREWER should
"buy some paint" and ending by stating, "1I'1ll1l bet you even have
cockroaches!" -

A second envelope was postmarked April ‘7, 1968, at
Des Moines, Iowa, which contained 2 printed religious tract
and'neither the envelope nor the tract identified the sender,
¥

On the occasion:of this contact with Mrs. BREWER,
she furnished the following information:

She stated she wianted to point out that she
has previously forgotten to advise officers of the L
Police Department and FBI Agents that at the time she :
ranted Room 5-B to & stranger using the name of JOHN ‘
WILLARD on April 4, 1968, there was a small, cheap
chest of drawers, blond in color, in front of the east
window on the south wall of Room 5-B, whereas after the
shooting of Dr. KING and when she next saw Room 5-B,
that chest of drawers was sitting against the west wall
of that room and there was a chair sitting in front of

On

13 “

.t _ Memphis, Tennessee -pile # _Memphis 44-1987

4/10/68

| py _SA SRR Date dictated _$/12/68
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that window. She stated she was pointing this out since
this would indicate that the occupant of the room
definitely handled this chest of drawers,

Mrs, BREWER stated that since interviewed
previously, she had been trying to think of anything,
else which might assist in ideéntifyirg the guest who
used the name of JOHN WILLARD, She stated as she has
discussed the matter with her husband a:2d thought more
about it, the one thing which impressed her most about
the appearance of this individual was the fact that when
she first cracked open the door to her room after this
man knocked, she observed that he was standing at the
door with an unusual smile on his face, She went on to
state that she would describe the smile as a '"sneer" or
a "smirk," She statea that she cannot be more specific
other than to state that she was impressed by this
expression on this man's face, as though he were trying
to smile for no reason. She stated that she did not
interpret the smile as an effort to be flirtatious.

She also stated that her initial impression
of this man was that he did not "fit in" with other
tenants in this rooming hocuse, She pointed out that this
rooming house is located in a poorer section of town
where most of the tenants are olde¢r people or others
with limited income, a number of whom are alcoholics,
and this man was clean and neatly dressed, giving the
impression that he could obtain lodging in nicer
surroundings.

Mrs. BREWER at this time attempted to recall
the words used by this person, As she recalls, when she .
went to the door and cracked open the door, leaving the
chain fastened, the man's first words were, "Do you have
a room for rent?" She answered in the affirmative and
asked him whether he wanted a room by the week or by the.
month, He replied, as nearly as she can recall, by '~ -
stating simply, "By the week," At this point she :
unfastened the chain which secured the.partially opened
door and walked directly to Room 8 located in the south

RS wing of this rooming house. She stated that the man

followed her to the room and looked inside the room but
never actually entered the room, at which time his words,

14
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as nearly as she can recall, were, '¥ell, I don't need the
stove and refrigerator since I won't be doing any cooking.
I was thinking more of a sleepling room," )

At this point Mrs. BREWER explained that the
only vacant "sleeping room" (or room with no stove and
refrigerator) which she had in either wing of the
rooming house was Room 5-B in the north wing. She
therefore immediately walked from Room 8 in the south
wing across the enclosed walkway which connects the
south wing to the north wing.of the rocoming house,
and thereafter to Rocm 5-B. Again she walked in front
of the man, As soon as she openad the door to Room 5-B,
the man immediately stated that he would take that room,
She then walkery to her room in the south wing of the
building, followed by the unknown man, who paid her
$8.50, as outlined previously by her, for the rent of
Room 5-B for one week in advance.

Mrs. BREWER stated "that most of the rooms in
this rooming house can be secured only with the use of a
padlock, and after showing this individual Room 5-B, she
removed the padlock from the door and took the padlock
with her to her room. She stated it is necessary that
tenants put up a deposit if they secure the padlock, but
this tenant did not inquire as to how he could lock the
door and did not request the padlock and a key. She also
added that she did not explain to him the method of
locking the door or that it was necessary that he put up
a deposit in order to cbtain the padlock,
' She stated at this point that she had been
somewhat unnerved when she first locked at this man, at
which time he had the unusual smile on his face, or
appeared to be "sneering" at her, and thereafter she made
‘a point of having as little to do with him as possible,
always. walking in front of him and avoiding all
unnecessary ccenversation or dealings with him,

Mrs. BREWER was asked whether she now feels
that she could identify this man if she sees him again,
She stated that skie thought she might be able to identify
this man if she sees him again. She stated the man used
no slang or unusual expressions and she could not associate
his accent with any particular area, adding he had no
particular accent, :

" 15
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She also stated that she is positive she has
neveyr seen this man before., She pointed out that she has
only been’'handling the rental of the rooms at this
rooming house since ¥arch 12, 1968, however, and she
would have no way of knowing whether he stayed at this
rooming house prior to that time.

She stated that at the time she became the
landlady at this rooming house, Room §38 was occupied
by an elderly man by the name of COMNODORE STEWART,

This man was ill as of March 12, 1968, and she believed
that it was on March 12, 1968, that he was taken to a
Memphis hospital, A c¢ouple of days later, probably on
eilther March 13 or 14, 1968, this man died. The room
had not been rented from that time until the tine the
stranger using the name of JOHN WILLARD rented this roon,

She. understands that a number of different
persons have acted in tke capacity of rental agent for
this rooming house in recent months, including Mr, :
WYATT MADDOX, who is now a clerk at the Tri-State Hotel
located nearby, Mr. MADDOX never having lived in this
rooming house, howaver, and apparently having acted as
rental agent for only a short period of time, Another
individual who handled the rental of roems_in this R
rooming house was H, R, THECWPSON, {ifi DR
NSNSty who never lived in the rooming house.,
One other rental agent at this rooming house prior to
the time Mrs. BREWER assumed these duties was W, V.
SAMMONS, who she understands is now at the Madison Hotel
in Memphis. She is sure that Mr, SAMMONS was the rental
agent in January 1968, based on copies of receipts in
her receipt book, She recalled that Mr. SAMMONS stabbed .
his wife while he was rental agent at .this rocoming house
and the matter received puylicity.

Mrs. BREWER advised that most of the occupants
of rooms in this rooming house 'are more or less permanent
tenants, although she does occasionally rent a vacant
room to transients for only one night.-,‘ ‘

Mrs. BREWER advised that there are 10 separate
apartments or rooms in the south wing of this ‘rooming
house and six separate apartments or rooms in the north
wing. The six rooms in the north wing are referred to as
1-B, 2-B, etc., whereas the rooms in the gcuth wing have

16
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no letter of the alphabet following the room number,
She furnished the following information concerning the
status of these rocms as of April 4, 1968, when the man
using the name JOHN WILLARD checked into Room 5-B:

SOUTH WING:

S TmL N P et IR PR L A . e i e g e p e

(Rooms are numbered in a counter-clockwise order, .
starting with Room No., 1 in the southwegt corner of
this wing of the rooming house,) -

gl

Room 1 - Vacant

Room 2 -~ Occupied by Mr. and Mrs. BREWER and

referred to as the "office "
| I V Con
Room 3 - gccupied by Mr. BERTIE REEVES, ai @ 717~

elderly man who is retiﬁed and who appears’
to be reascnably responsible., She stated ,/ 7‘/
that Mr. REEVES came out of his room about _JI "
the same time as Mr. and Mrs. BREWER after’

. all heard what they believed to be a shot

' about 6:00 p.m., April :

‘Room 4 - upied by

‘ 8, was known by Mrs. BREWER
to have been drunk for two days. Mrs.
BREWER stated she knew that VANCE was in
his room as of 6:00 p.m,, April 4, 1968,
but she also knew that he had been on a
two~day drunk and that he did not come
out of his room, 0 Y ?q;;’

,ﬁ o

o ‘F

Room § - Gccupied by T. L)MESSER,' & man 75 to 80 ’_L/_,/

years of age, who has been ill recently, :
' whose hearing is very defective, and who *

was in his room as of the time of the - s -
shooting. Mrs, BREWER added, however, ~ CoT
that due to Mr., MESSER's age and his -
physical and mental condition, Mr. MESSER
still doeg not understand what actually LT
occurred and continues to ask what all the -
excitement was about when police officers ’
and FBI Agents questioned occupants of the
building.’ : -

_ 17
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Room 6 - Vacant. Man by the name of SAMUE ,WILSON,'
who she understands had been a t¢nant for .
several months, vacated this room on e

“April 3, 1968. / D el L L

, Room 7 -~ Cccupied by PRANK ManQRLEY, an elderly
' ’ w RNy who was
B also,-°unk and in his roqp as of the time
; of the shooting. She stated that MARLEY
i did not come out of his room around the

/ time of the shooting.

Ed

Room 8 - Vacant. (This is the room which Mrs.
BREWER first showed ' to the man using the’

name JG,KN WIIMRDO) ./' v L 5.y

ey AR P LW AR LIS & B R e T4

' Room 9 - Occupied by EAROHp'j
years of age, . ’

of the shooting.

Room 10 = Occupied by LEOVARD,EATON, age 60 to 65,
\ . who she understands to be a long-time

- resident at this rooming.house, who reportedly
formerly worked on a river boat. She stated
it -is her impression that he was in his

room asleep at the time of the shooting

and that he toc had been drinking.

. *

NORTH WING:

(Rooms on north wing are numbered 1-B through 6-B, .
reading from west to east. Those doors having numbers '
have numerals only on them, but all of the'tenmants .~ = - -
understand that the designation of "B" refers to the “
rooms in the north wing.) ol

-
~ @

~

Room 1-B - (located west of a north-south hallway 4
which connects to an enclosed walkway w’,
connecting the two wings of the r oming’
-house) COccupied by Mrs, JESSIE L LEDBETTER,
a widow who she understands has fresided at
this address for some 8 to 10 years, Mrs,

§ NV 65994 Docld:32989731 Page 131 merm-:is &'deaf mute.
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Room 2-B «
Room 3-B -~
Room 4-B -

Room 5-B =

Room.G-B -

v

e
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Vacant.

Yacant,

. . / .
Occupied by WILLIS ANCHUTZ, employed at
Duvall Transfer Coampany. Mrs. BREWER
later learned.that Mr, ANCHUTZ
reportedly saw the man running down the
hall following the shooglng and had some
conversation with him,

s
i » EI 4 «t

Room occupied by the man using name
JOHN WILLARD and which room had not
been rented since former tenant,
COMMODORE STEWART, died about March
or 14, 1968, f///l ﬁlf’“
Occupied by Mr. and Mrs. CHARLIE STEPHENS
Mr. STEPHENS is an unemployed” tuberculosis
patient and his wife is presently confined
to her bed. ! .
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1 « FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION -

Date .___4/11/68 * .

. At approximately 10:30 a,m, DONALD F, WCOD

was -contacted at Aeromarine Supply Company, 5701 Airport
Highway, Birmingham, and advised that he is the son of
ROBERT E, WOOD, SR.,, who is the owner of the Aercmarine
Supply Company, WOOD was discreetly:questioned con-

cerning the sale of a Remington caliber 30,06 rifle, . , ?‘“*
serial number 461476, which Aeromarine had purchased -
from Wimberley-Thomas in August, 1966, DONALD F, WC(D , £,
immediately stated that he had heard the accounts of the —

assassination of MARTIN LUTHER KING the previous day «u
the radio and had immediately recalled selling a rifle,

as was described in the newspaper as the murder weapon, to .
an individual about a week before the murder, WOOD

immediately searched for and found a sales invoice in hig p

records and indicated that on Saturday, March 30, 1968, he- o
had sold this gun to an individual using the name HARVEY 53
LOWMEYER, : W e
PE—
| After obtaining both copies of this sales ,

invoice, Mr, WOOD was requested "to accompany the inter.

viewing Agent to the Birmingham Office of the ¥BI, whr.:h

he agreed to do, Mr, WOOD was transported to the Birzing- '

ham Office of the FBI, where he furnished the following ’

signed statement: ( -,
AT
“Birmingham, Alabama %ﬁx‘

April 5, 1968 e

+

. "I, DONALD F, WOOD, hereby make ... ,
this statement to Special Agent;m C o ’
who has identified himself to me as a Special

| Agent of the Federal Bureau of Investigation., I

L reside at , Birmingham, Alabama and

|

subscribe to telephone number I am
employed by my father, ROBERT E, WOOD, SR, at the
Aeromarine Supply Company, 5701 Airport Highway,
Birmingham, Ala,, as a salesman,

ALL TE T J..\DD N
Lol 16 Ui Lad i .
- DATIRGSNEYe BTN oteaneedS
On 4/5/68 __ at Birmingham, Alabama File § __BH 44-1740 s

D .
e

3 . = “w'
byM : ' Date dictated 4/11/68 C

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclus'i.ens of the FB1. It is the property of the FBI] and is loaned to
yow egency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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Bk 44-1740
2 ’ , \
"'On Friday,. March 29, 1968, sometime
in the early afternoon I had just rcturned framn
lunch when I observed ¥Mr, U, L, PAKER, alsrc a
salesman, completing the sale of a rifle to an
individval unknown to me, Mr, BAKER had just
sold this man a' Remington, Model 700, Caliber
«243 Winchester with a 2x.7x Redficld Scope

mounted thereon, Mr, BAKER had made this sale
and had also mounted and bore sighted the scops
on our machine, This individual also bought ore
box of 20 rounds of .243 Norma ammunition, He
paved cash for this sale. When I first obszcrved
this man he was dressed in a dark business suit

"with a white shirt and tie, as wecll as I xemember,
Hle was approximately 5'8" tall, 150 to 160 pounds
and had dark hair., He had a medium complexicn and
appeared to be a meek individual, This indlviduai
had given his name as HARVEY LOWMEYER ond stated
that he resided at 1907 South 11th Street,
Birmingham, Alabama, He also advised that he was
36 years of age, - "

"This information was not given to me

personally by this individual, but I determined 1%
from the bill of sale that was prepared by
Mr, BAKER, . ,

"Following the sale this individual left
the store carrying the gun in a cardboard box
utilized by the Browning Manufacturing Corpany,
This box was used because with the scope mounteg
the rifle would not fit in the normal Remington bex,
He also took the empty Remington manufacturecr's
carton with him when.he left,

"It was, as best I recall, either later
that afternoon or early the following Saturday
morning when this individual called on the tecle.
phone and stated that he had had a conversation
with his brother and decided that the gun he had
purchased was not the gun he wanted and he ronguestied
whether he could exchange it for a Remingion, Hodel
760, 30,06 caliber, I advisced him that ve could
. make this exchange but that it would coet hin a=

addi tional $5,00. ) S

]

6
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"At approximately 9:00 AM on Saturday,
March 30, this same individual returned to the
store with the gun he had previously .purchased,
¥hen he returned the gun he had the gun still ic
the Browning box., I told him that X would change
the scope from the calibor ,243 rifle to the
Model 760, but that it would take me until approvi.
mately 3:00 o'clock in the afternoon and I *
instructed him to return at 3:00 o'clock and to byxirns
the original Remington box for the caliber ,243
weapon with him when he came as I would need a bow ¢
store the gun in, I gave him the Model 760 gun and
"I believe that I left it in the Browning carton, [
did not receive the $5,00 because in exchanging tte
scope I had to use a Weaver base and rings instead
of the Redfield base and rings and this made up the
cost difference, I also exchanged thc box of ,243 Nl
caliber ammunition for a box of 30,06 ammurition >
which I believe was Peters Core Lokt, 150 grain, .
20 rounds per box, He left the store carrying tine Lun o,
in the cardboard box,

g p o o ==
q:?’:. ;

IR |

Tt

-y

g - - ‘

"During the course of our dealings on
Saturday I asked this individual why he didn't want '
the caliber ,243 gun and I told him that it was 2
big enough gun to bring down any decer in Alabamza, He £
stated in an offhand manner that he wanted the 30.06 eSS
caliber gun because he was going to use it to huvxt in e
Wisconsin. . . aha

"At the present time this is all that ¥ can
remember concerning the transaction with this indivi- D
dual,

“4/5/68

"I have read this signed statement ani
accept where I have initiated one correction. X b
‘ find 1t to consist of this and two other 'pages and
it is true and correct.

"/s/ DONALD F, WOOD

"

¥

s/ Wi Special Agent, T
FBI, 4/5/680 LA -

—
-

e

/s/ SlENNnalNl, Spccial Agent,
N FBI, Birmingbam, 4/5/68,"

- L4 %
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: - | aicenr-aviatiovve AEROMARINE SUPPLY CO.
) : - — 5701 BIRMINGHAM AIRPORT HIGHWAY -, - INVOICE
ST . § ) MAR";,";ER,SSPS ‘;"',?Guf? ODs. v BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA 35212 nowe 2251 A
N i { 10 7/ ‘_kgt ,( DATE o~ 196§
( "~ . . 7~
T . ADDRESS ,4%7_.,53 JLr_m SZ/: #.,49«_. 4
=L : . e |l et one O wee© . eneO . ek urg( SALESMA
i : ; T3 ﬁ-f?l:-- L SHIP VIA: TeRMs:  OCAsH DcHeck /_f ;
o W ) I l[ovanuv [ part numeer T DESCRIPTION ~ o Ais TNEL " 101AL
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. " § - v : N {
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- . il ~[ { G-/VUV { —
. i /!
o® - ': ¥:,’ - === s
i‘ . . "'u“::‘.‘ :."“.".: “'.,‘::‘ ::‘::l :‘,"'::' :::"?.."..v‘o::l. "'::::. [1YIN Y “"..4 WITH SELLER BETIL CHECK DaS TAX ‘fgéﬂ
. : RECEIVED BY TOTAL 145G ¢
. : A MERCHARDISE CANNOT 8E RTIVRINED FOR CREDIT, REFUND OR EXCHANGE AFTER 10 DAYS FROJA SALE DATE - 2—4 s 4 E
3 i e d PURCHASEINVOILCE MUST ACCOMPANY ALt RETURNS. ;- - . :
P - ) . _.,,:"-.' ) - .
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

j=

Date __April 8, 1968

]

DONALD F. WOOD, residence il nsapteiSiitisp 5irminghan,
the son of the owner of Aeromarine Supply Company, Airport
Highway, was asked if he could identify a ‘customer who purchased
a gun case for a Varmint model rifle on March 29, 1968, ¥OOD,
| after checking his invoices, noted that there was ‘such a sale
| made on March 29, 1968, but the .invoice was made out to "Cash.”

\ WOOD recalled, however, that this customer is a” regular customer
| who is a white nale, about 25 years old, five feet, tes inche?s,

- 170 pounds, long, black hair, whose first name is JOHN. wWOND

i further recalled that he had sold a Browning pistol to this man

: - about -two and one-half years ago. WOOD then checked his records
|, and identified this man as JOHN WEBSTER DeSHAZO,

i Mountain Brook, Alabama, who purchased a Browning Stardard

eight Pistol on Decembar 11, 1965.

Later on April 7, 1968, DON WOOD.made available the
following weapons which had been identified by JOHN WEBSTER
DeSHAZO as having been handled by the person who purchazed a

rifle and scope sight at the Aeromarine Supply Company on
March 29, 1968:

. One érowning Safari grade, caliber .243,
bolt-action rifle, Serial No. 3700Z5,
Stock No. 946A.

One Remington Model 700, heavy barrel,.
Varmint .243 Winchester, Serial No. 266009,
‘ Stock No. 753A.

| One Remington Model 788, caliber .30-30, bolt-
| action rifle, Serial No. 020726, Stock No. 756A.

| . :
\ Mr. WOOD was furnished a receipt for the above

‘ weapons.

i 2

| . )

On 4/7/68 at __ Birmingham, Alabama File # __BH_44-174C ’
4/8/68

by and “ Date dictated -

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusxons of the FBl. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside yoix‘?ency
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FQ-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) o ,

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

i~ .

. g
, Date ._April 14, 1968 3_1;)
Immediately following the receipt of a package at
approximately 12:30 a.m., April 8, 1968, containing three
weapons from Special Agent Special Agent )
Whand—carried them aboard a Delta Airlines -
flight, changing to an Eastern Airlines flight in Atlanta, : e
Georgia, and ultimately accompanied them to Mr. GEORGE BOVEBRAﬁE ?
of the FBI Identification Division at. approximately 8:00 a.n, X
on April 8, 1968. ,
) . These items, from the time they were delivered to SA
? Aid not leave his possession until delivered to Mr. '
BONEBRAKE, . ‘
. i
.
“ ')
» H
Hew.
5
b
B Birmingham, Alabama - . : ;),
On __4/8/68 at ¥ashington, D. C. File # __ BH 44-1740 L
:;byM ‘ Date dictated ——3/21/68
This docunent contains neither recommendations nor ¢f clua:oen e FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is losnnd o

NVBASEES DRSSO g0T T DEEIp bo cintribueed outaige Oictecs.
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D-302,(Rav. 4xu3061, ) ‘

1 FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

’ Date __4/11/68

A

At approximately 1:00 p.m, on April 5, 1968,

Mr, ROBERT E, WOOD, SR,, and DONALD F, WOOD acc@mpanied
the interviewing Agents to the Aeromarine Supply Company,
$701 Airport Highway, Birmingham, where DONALD F, WOOD
made available a Remington Model 700, caliber ,243, rifle,
which was believed by them to have been handled by the
| unknown individual who had purchased the Remington Model

760 rifle on March 30, 1968, DONALD F, WOOD also furnished
nine boxes of caliber ,243 ammunition from their inventory
stating that one box of this ammunition was believed to
have been handled by the individual who purchased the gux,
DONALD F, WOOD also furnished a set of Redfield bases and
rings which had been the original bases and rings furni shed
by the manufacturer of the Redfield scope, -

Mr, WOOD was%: furnished a signed receipt for
the above 1itens, '

Immediately following the receipt of these 1items,
SA hand carried them aboard a United Air.
lines flxght, changing to a Delta flight in Atlanta, CGeox¢ia,
and ultimately accompanied them to Mr. GEORGE BONFBRHFE 931

the FBI Identification Division at approximately 8:00 p.m,
same date

These items, from the time they were delivexed
to SA* did not leave his possession until delivered
to Mr, BONEBRAKE, .

Birmingham, Alabama

on_ 4/5/68 - File # BH 44-1740
Je | -
— Date dictateq 3711768

This document contains neither recommendat;ons DOY €O, jons of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
our agency: it and its contents are not to be distribute xde ygfency
E ]
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. mm advzsed he is an
employee of” the Aeromarine Supply Company, Airport Highway., .
Birmingham, In connection with the sale of a gun case for a
Varmint model rifle, BAKER said he recalled making such a
sale, but could not recall the date nor the name of the ‘
customer. He said he could not state that this gun case was
sold on the same date that he had sold a rifle and sceope sight,
which was March 29, 1968, He said the man who bought the gun
"case was a frequent customer, and described him as a white male
27 - 28 years old, 5'9", 180 1lbs., heavyset, with blond,
thinuning hair. BAKER 1dent1fied the other salesman, who woutd
have been behind the counter on March 29, 1968, as the mAnLge
of the store, J. HOYT STEPHENS, '

In connection with the accent or speech of the 'person
who purchased the rifle and scope sight, BAKER said he believed
it was from "this" (Alabama) general area. BAKER said that
the man who purchased the rifle had left the store on March 29,
1968, and came back later in the afternoon and picked up the
rifle. He was asked if it was possible that the man stayed ir.
the store during this time, and BAKER said he was not sure,

-

’
¢

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION . . A

Date 4/8/68 o

T akry -

- { b
» - -? " <k
P " N ] i
Jg- . *
i . N ' .o‘ '
v ’ g
: Y P RS
rk*’:‘g‘
- ;' i -
: . "‘ ‘.
| e LT
i. - l\. R SN
‘> ~ het
On 4/7/68 ot _ Birminghain, Alabang ( File # _BH 44-1740 W
: K4
it —Date dictated 4/8/68
} £
This document conzamo neither rocommendahom por conclusiofis of the t is the property of the FBI and is loaned to

your agency; it and its contents ere not to be distributed outside your uency
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f Mo REVOLVER FOUND IN POSSESSION OF
"JAMES FARL RAY WHEN ARRESTED
“,JUNE 8, 1968, IN LONDON, ENGLAND
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. Company, a Japanese concern,,
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When JAMES EARL RAY was apprehended by members
of New’ Scotland Yard on June 8, 1968, in London, England
he had in his possession a ,38 caliber “Liberty Chief",
revolver manufactured by Miroku Firearms’ Manufacturing,
This revolver has serial

*1
I

e
* T #

The National Police Agency of Japan was requested
.. to determine to whom this revolver was shipped by the
manufacturer, and the !ollowing letter was torthcoming :

" -

*
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. Used Guns, 118 Edwards Drive, Mableton, Georgia, on
October 3, 1966 under Invoice No. 13909,.
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", On June 11, 1968 Mr. ROBERT
Street, Mableton, Georgia,’ advised SA :
that “the Liberty Chief revolver ‘having serial num )
had been sold by him on. 3, 1966, for $50,00 to ' -
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" NATIONAL POLICE AGENCY:

K]

INTERPOL

"," *Y . NATIONAL CENTRAL: BUREAU
4 2:Chome, I\'asu‘mig:xscki ,,-_;‘g‘ 7 '.‘\ ' . o
(-hlyodajku. ‘Tokyo TR Telegrapfic Address:
B apan faoe | LR 14
P e Vet “INTERPOLJAPAN TOKYO”
n3-No/ < 7,5/681 et et

Attac ‘

b!
loaerican Embassy
Tokyo
Re: Information about a pistol
"Liberty-Chicf" No, 715
Dear Sir; .

In reply to your tcleplione request made this morning

1. Destination of this wcaponl!s shipment:
This pistol in question was shipped from the manufacturing

_company given below on August 3, 1966, and was clcared by our .

Custens? inspection oa August 19, 1966 and was loaded oa the

TOKYO, June 10, 1908,

concerning the captioned matter, we wish to inform you as follows:

PHAVANA-MARU® at USUMA-PQOUTH in llyozo Prefecturce for shipmeat to:

Nane of a company : LISERTY MVMS CORPORATION,

l\ddress: P.o. Bo)zo 306, MONTRCC.)'E, CALIFORNIA, UCSOA. .

Itass for your reference:

The nane of this weayonl!s manufacturing company is "RABUSHIRI
© KAISHA, MIROXU SEISARUSHO" (translated in English @ MIRCKU
MANUFACTURING CONPANY LTD.). .

Address: 180, INARI-CHO, KUCHI-CITY, KCCHI IRESECTURY, 'JAPAN,
Name of the Presideat: IPO Chiyoki. =

2,

Trusting the above information is of some assictance
to you. . ;

Yours sincerely, ,

tfor libAb, NCi3, JAPAN: ‘ ) . .

0

e » Criminal Resciten'V ovatistics Sectien
Crininal Investigation Burcau
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FD-302 (Kev. 4:15:64) '

) ' FEDERAL BUREAU CF INVESTIGATION

i
e

& 'Q : Date ___June. 20, 1968

-

1 . WALTER E, SPAIN,E

3
F% [
t 1
. 3 .

’Ig;j N * . * !
%‘T ) ] 4 “{ ’ '

e * - K .

A *
.

, e i i 2% North, '
Birmingham, Alabama, furnished the following:
R .
117 . ‘ Sonetine in December, 1966, SPAIN went to Atlanta,
“ "h " Georgia, with his father, WALTER LEON SPAIN, so his father
i}i ‘r " rcould attempt to obtain employment. While in Atlanta,
N e WALTER E, SPAIN saw an advertisement in a newspaper for a
IR BN +38 caliber Liberty snub-nose revolver, which was being
q { .+, sold by a gun dealer in a small town outside Atlanta,
i S believed to be Mapleton, Georgia. SPAIN, accompanied by
his father, went to this gun dealer and bought the gun and
4 SPAIN returned it to his residence in Birmingham, Alabama.
e ;
43 In the Spring of 1967, SPAIN gave the gun to his
} ", father in partial payment of a debt he owed to his father,
SPAIN was later told by his father that he had sold the
XS gun after placing a want ad for it in a Birmingham newspaper.
h " SPAIN was not present when his father sold the gun and
;"™ .  therefore did not see the purchaser, , ,
o 'y‘ . *
f ,}ﬁ
% DR | :
lf h ,':;’.‘: § [
i vty R - ‘
| R ‘e - LI
R/ .
3y ;
}Q .
R *  BH 44-1740
" on 6/11/68 ,,_ Birmingham, Alabama File#_ ME 44-1987
--r;--: » SA a B 1"':
?"\ S,A :.")
"y by. ). Dote dictated 6/14/68

™ " IMs document containg neither recommaendetions nor conclusions of the FBL It Is the property=of the F81 ond 15 loaned 1o your ogency;
M ond its conten)s ere notso be distributed outside your vgency.
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June 20, 1968

Date

Birmingham,

S

WALTER LEON SPAX e
Alabanma, furnished the following.

In the Spring of 1967, SPAIN's son, WALTER E, SPAIN,
gave Mr. SPAIN a .38 caliber beeryy snub-nose revolver,
which his son had purchased in late 1966 or early 1967 from
a gun dealer near Atlanta, Georgia. His son owed Mr, SPAIN
sone money and the gun was a partial payment of this debt,

In the Fall of 1967, after having been hospitalized
in August, 1967, at Huntsville, Alabama, for an illness and

. being in need of money to pay bills, Mr, SPAIN sold many

personal items by means of placing want ads for these itenms
in the "Birmingham News." Among the items sold was the .38
caliber Liberty snub-nose revolver. Mr, SPAIN reczlled he
placed an ad for this gun in a Sunday paper, and that same .
Sunday he received a call from a.man who asked about the gun,
the price, and the directions to get to SPAIN's residence.
The caller said he was in the western section of Birmingham,
About an hour after this call, and while SPAIN's wife and
daughter were at church, & man came to the front door and
said he had called about the gun. He looked at the gun,
stated he had been looking for a gun of the same type, and
when told again that the price was $65.00, he gave SPAIN

two twenty dollar bills, two ten dollar bills, and a five
dollar bill, after saying he would take it. SPAIN did not
give the man a receipt for the money, nor did he record his
name or see any identification of the man, and he did not
obtain any information as to his rame. The man left carrying
the gun in his hand, SPAIN furnished neither amaunition nor
any papers for the gun.

When the man first arrived, SPAIN observed he had
parked his' car, described by SPAIN only as a late model,
white or light-colored, on the street in front of SPAIN's

house, a distance of about 150 feet.

SPAIN did not pay

any further attention to the car.

SPAIN did recall the

-’

buyer saying he lived in the western section of Birminghan,

- e -

G a— K.

BH 44-1740

-
»

Rond its contents ore notlo be dmnbmd oviside your ogency.

w§§§${7Qotht32989?31 Page 151__

"  on__6/11/68 ., Birmingham, Alabama Filo#_ ME 44-1987
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The btuyer said he wanted the 'gun to keep around his house.
Mr, 3PAIN described the buyer as a whito male, ahout forty
to forty-five years,of age, 5'8" or 5'9" tall, 170 to 175
pounds, dark hzir slightly graying at the temples, with a
local (Alabama) accent. The man was wearing a sport shirt
and s8lacks, colors unrecalled, and he did not have glasses.

Mr. SPAIN wvas shown five different photographs
of JAMES EARL RAY, and he chose one which had been taken in
California during January or February, 1968, as 'resembling
the man' who bought the revolver; however, Mr., SPAIN would
not nmake a definite identification of the photograph of RAY
as the buyer,

Mr. SPAIN recalled he was contacted by FBI Agents
on April 7, 1968, and shown an artist's conception of an
individual the FBI was attempting to locate. At that time,
he advised Agents the drawing reminded him of someone he may
have Seen previously, bhut was unable to furnish any other
identifying information., After viewing the photographs of
JAMY.LS EARL RAY and being questioned about the sale of the
revolver, SPAIN said he was now able to connect the sale

of the revolver with the drawing in that the person depicted -

in the drawing reminded SPAIN of the person to whom he had
sold the revolver.

(99 |
N
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All Sunday issues of "The Birmingham News!''for
the months of Septenmber and October, 1967, were reviewed
at "The Birmingham News," Promd:%ié/;eview, it was
determined ‘that only one want a or a ,38 caliber revolver

was placed by WALTER LEON SPAIN, that being in the October 1“
1968, issue, . ..

BH 44-1740
on__6/11/68 . Birmingham, Alabama Filet_ ME 44-1987
SA and nE _ '
by SA - Date dictoted 6/14/68
This documaent contoins neither recommendotions nor conclusions of the FBL It is the ptopoﬂy “ol the FBl and 1 looned 1o your ogenty;
. Moond its conlents ore notto be dmnbvud oviside your agency. A\
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The

Iollo'tng 1s subject’'s

1868, under FBI # 405 942 G:

CONTIOTLMTON OF NAUE AND  ARRESIER
VINGERPRINTS  NUMBEE OR

S NS GnA

e 3 Y

e

WRECETNE:

CHARGE

b

s ldentification record
as furnished by the FR] ldentatlcation Uivision on April 23

é

DISPOSITION

MW 659594 Docld:32985731 Page 155

CArmy James Easl 2738045
Ray
LY #16 163 129
Yhertiff's James Earl 10/11,4% suspicion
3rfice los Ray #B-119908 . of burglary
Angeles, .
Calif. .
P e tos James Earl 10711742 suspicion 8 months County
Ange les Ray #139648 . 458 pPennl Jail) suspended;
Calay (burglary) 2 years proba-
: tion served:
first 90 days
. County Jail:
- 146 12/30/49
(s124438
, S ledar Jawes U. Rav 471873  vagranty
Fapids, lowa #5937
I Alton, Jamen Earl YN ST no oyera- released to pay
ilt. Ray #7514 toy's lic- latex
ense - no
City License L
P Chicago James Ray 5/6/52 robbery  Grand Jury
1 #D20696 (Gun) £3000
. Ceok County  James Ray 5/9/52 robbery 6/13/52 sen-
Jail Cuicago #£131165 tenced to peni-
-131 ‘ tentiary 1 to 2
years
Suxte Peni~ James E. Ray £13/57 robbary 1 to 2 years
N tentiary, #32419
. Joliet, J11.
91 )
‘_’:’:‘:"ﬁ: . ety ,"“a ':“T':’:‘v‘ e ‘5&.‘.%' : ‘,"-." . :_;’_:.;:,;:J *;@-g—,qg‘,&;.‘._
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CONTRIIMMOR OF NAME AND ARRECSTED CHARGE DISPOSITfON
FINGERUR INTS NYBER | OR S e
RECEJVED .
State Peni-  James E.'Ray 7/7/5% robbery 1 to 2 years‘
tentiary ®19121 1952 in o 3/12/54
Pontiac, I11. transfer discharged
from Jolaet . ’
€0 ¥Fdwards- James Earl  8/30/54 burglary
- vilte, X1, Ray #2640 & lqrceny he
W ltannibal  Jawes E. Ray 3/23/55 investigation
Hissourd #40714 ' of breaking & L
entering Post
) Office
Frate Righ-  James Farl 3/23/55 ‘cashing released to
oy Batsrol Ray #B-3576 stolen pos~ Poustal Inspec-
Wacon, Mo. tal money tor Kansas City:
orders Mo., 3/24/55
USY Kansas James Earl 3/28/55 forgery sentenced to 15
City, Mo. Fay #12018 U.S. Postal mwmonths custody
Money Order Attorney General
£ Kansas James Earl 3:28/55 forgery - 3/7/55, 3 years
sty Mo. Ray #29637 Government and 9 months
V. S, Peni- James Earl 7/7/55 Post Office 3 years and 9
tontiary Ray #72498-1, ILavs Forge months-5/20/58,
leavenvorth, Money conditional re-
Kan Orders lease 3/31/59,

' . raximum 4/5/58,
conditional re-
lease on charge
of Post Office
forgery Post

‘ Office Money
Orders
ph St. James ' Farl 10/10/59 suspicion
' saufs, Mo. Ray #81071 of robbery
. 92 e 2.
T A e Lo e
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it . CONTRIJSITOR OF NAME AND
ﬂ?s, "7 FINGEKSRINTS NUMBER

i i . .

po PD St, louis James Earl

2 o, Ray #81071

10/16/59

suspiéion g
of robbery

stealing & .. [

fugitive © - -,
Othﬁr a . @ . ‘: sh,u “
authorities‘ .

M - . . . '
P State Peni-  Jamus Garl /17/60  “Cv 20 years (20,
L tentiary Ray #00416 . operating 7, 5, con~ -
e - Jetferson coo C metor vehi- current) -~
:~§g: City, Mo. cle without
s ’ pernission
A& ! . of o¥ner *
. . S robbery first
IR , "b/m DDW" ,
! ‘ (2 charges)
- :
¥ * . ' .
L 1
- R ¥ R . , \ 1" ) b
§ 3 '
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~ NE 449-1887
_; | ) . ~.i“
PR The Tollowing i= a description of the subject, ,
obtiained from sources sict out clsewhere in this report: .
Nane: JAMES EARL RAY, aka L
) Sex: Male i
ol Race: " White
. Date of Birth: March 10, 1928
Fa- Place of Birth: Alton, Illinois
’ _ © Helght: 5'10" : :
i*w‘ - Weight: 163 - 174 pounds »
Hair: Brown ’ .
Eyes: Blue ; .
. - Social Securitiy Ne,: 334-22-6876
.. o " Army Serial Nunber: 16 163 129
FBI Number: 405 942 G '
]
]
t-
i .o .
T Tl DRI smmmemaiea o . R
MMD@:M 32939731 Page153"" —RE Lo - AT e——. "
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S The fo! lowing FEI record NUMB:R

[

AL TRSAY, OF l\.\"'S"’Cme‘q

405:642' G

WiTH AGENCY CONTRISUTING THO.: FINGERPRINTS.

1 ,,_,,,,,3 u.vv ‘v““;."‘"""\"(.‘ “y

N\,

o I8 furnished FOR O‘rXCIAL USE ONLY.
Informction shown on this Idenlificalion Record tcpres-\n!s date furnished.FBI by fingerprint conlribulors. WHIZZ
o~ FINAL DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOWI{ OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE IS DESIRED, COMMUN!CATE

)

4

\7=26-68 | sscéur
. 100070

\ : —
‘ pNEve e NAME AND jpypger PRETED OR CHARGE - DisPOSImON
Arry ‘ James Eary Ray : [Februaxry |. .

- #16 163 1u9 19 1946 z

Sheriff's Office: [James Ear) Rai" October | suspicion of - | .
Los Angeles, ’ #8-119908 .. 111, 1949 | burglary
Califoraia - ' ‘ S
. - " ) J 3 , ’
Police Depariment [James Eara Ray October ¥ suspicion - 8'ﬁonths Cour
10s apgeles, 7139648 11, 1949 | 459 Penal Code '| Jail suspends
Califorania _ o (burglary) 2 years.

. r ﬁ ) .. probation

- i : g - e served; ‘Lirs]

‘ 80 days Coun]
) S . . | Jail; 146 .
. ' . AL Deéember:zc,
P N 1949 Cs12943
ahnrz*f's Oifice” Janes E, hay‘ April 18,) vagrancy -. s
Suwdar Rapids, Iowa #5937 -+ 9so :
«:lice’ Depgrtment James Ear} Ray July 23, | no ogerator's released to j
.aton, Illinois v7514 1951 license - no later
' ; State License -
» no City License
>2iice Department [James Ray ' May 6, robbery (Gun) Grand Jury
'hica,o, Illinois 7D90696 1952 N §3000 .e

ok County Jail |James Ray May 9,\// robbery June 13, 195

‘bzcavo, Illinois [#131165 1952 : sentenced to

, . . . ' penitentiary

~% , e 2 :t0:2 years

:t%te Penitentiary {James E, Kay June 13,. | robbery i to"2 yeari
- 1iet, Illinois n32419 - ‘1952 , v C o

“utuﬁPeniteniiary James E, R y July 7, - robbef} . . Lith'z years

. ntiac, Illinois #19121 1952 Coe T March 12, ‘19

. - . in ‘ . discharged

et . transfer -

, from . ‘ :

y : Joliet AT, e e %
. R SN 1o ballaSsIgdsl —
DAI“SQx;sﬁiuf* —B oY

Notations indicated by * are NOT b°$°v~! on ﬂngerprmts in FBI ﬁles but cre listed only os invesligative leads os

sing possioly zdenhccl with subect of tivis record.

NV 65994 Docld: 32983?31 Page 159
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+ + John Edgor Hoover

Director
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The fol lowing FBI record, NUMBER 400 042 G N » is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE OMLY.

e Informction shown on this Identification Record ropresents dato furnished F2) by fingerprin} contributors. WHERS
) FINAL DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOVW/N 'OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE 15 DESIRED, COMMUN:CAT‘
i WiTH AGE\CY CONTRIBUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS.

; cgmg;ggg,g” o+ 1 * NAME AND NUM3ER “f{é{:&:f’“ . l' cuasGe . 'msros‘mo; 5
| Sheriff's Office | James Earl Ray August’ | “burglary and .t 3
Euwnrdqv111e, - w2640 o, 30, 1954 | larceny S
18inois = | Lo C S
Police Department Janes E.:ﬁay"“ 'dqrch 2o, investigation
Hapnibal, - = ' [#40714 - " - |1855 .| of.breaking and
Hxssourx . e g entering Post R
R RN ) - N .+ | Office. .. : .
State Highway James “Earl Ray March 23, cashing stolen feleasced to
Patrol 1 © |#B-3376 ' 1905 . | postal money ostal Inspec:
Hacon, Missouri ~jorders - Kansas City,
. : : 1 p{issouri
’ , . ; lfarch 24, 195:
United States Janes Earl Ray * [March 28,| forgexy United sentenced tod
Marshal < |#12018 1955 States Postal. 15 months
»aﬁsaa City, . _ . . -Money Order . pustody of
| xssoarx ’ : Attorney Gene:

Sneriff's Office' Janes Earl Ray '“arch 28“Forgcry - July 7, 1955
Kansas City, #29637 1955 Government 3 years ana <
issouri ' ' ponths

United States - [James Earl Ray |July 7, |Post Office 3 years and 9
Penitentiary . #72498-L 1955 Laws . ' months May 20,
eavenworth, = . | et . Forge-; Money [958 cond;t;o-

ansas ' U ; <o T "+ . | Orders, kelease Xarch
- T B ! S s o . 959 maxinun
B _ Co e . . Bpril 5, 1958
ot e CoL ] S . . pgonditional
R a E - . coo ' crelease on cha
et Pl . : - ’ T * bf Post Office
. . i . . PR B . . orgery Post
L S K Co x ) T .+ . pftice Money
o Lot . T . F 0 e -~ Prders .
Police Department [James Earl Ray Cctober |suspicion of
5aint Louis, #8107 | 10, 1959 | robbery - -
lisscuri . : . N L
,‘}_ -/ .o ." . N ’ -

Notations indicoted by * are NOT besed on ﬂngerpnn!s in FBI files but are listed only as mveshgohve !eods os
bemg possibly identical with subject of this record. . .
‘ . Lo, John Edgor Hoover

- ‘ i, . Co '5‘-,- e . Director ... T .,
NV 65994 Docuﬁ32989731 Pﬁ§e16~'*”"‘“"" ] ‘ 1
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. Police Department [James Earl. Ray Octobéf suspicioh of'

T TR vewm s emeSt AW RY em
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VAN _ TAVASHINGION, D.C. 28337 7-26-68 56
' <y -“31 ! ) ; . . :

The following FBl record, NUMBER 405 042 G ", Is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE OXNLY.

-y

+ Information shown on this Identificotion Record represents data furnished FBI by fingerprint contributors. VWHERE
FINAL DISPOSITION IS- NOT SHOWIM OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE IS DESIRED, COMMUNCATI

WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS.

CONTRIZUTOR OF . . ARRISTED OR —y
FINGERPRINTS NAJE AND NUMSER . RECEIVED . CHARGE . DISPOSITION

. Saint Louis, #81071 ' . . 116, 1959 |robbery -
Missouri . : . . [stealing and
B " : fugitive other
. ‘ _ authorlties *
tate Penitentiar& Janes Earl Ray #Hlareh 17, "1CY 20 &ears (2¢
Jefferson City, #00416 . 1960 v~ |operating motor {7, 5,
stsourx ' 3 Y vchicle without concurrent)
o . . _ ‘ - |pernission’ of April 23, 19
Pt ~ : o . jowner lescaped
’ , ’ robbery first : "
- o . . |"b/n DDW" - ce
K ‘ , (2 charges) :
State Hospital" James Earl Ray Secpteémber;Patient .
Nunber 1 . | #37045 C-5 . 8,,1865 " | : _
Fulton, M;ssourm ' ' ‘ -
SO Memphis Tenn\/’ Janes Eafl Ray |[7-19-68 |murder lst deg
: ) $#39728 . :
" "\ . '

LS
o. @ -
-

t
L4 -

Notahons indicated by * ore NOT baused on fingerprints in FBI ﬂ!es but ore llsted only as investigative Ieads o
being possibly ldenhcol with subject of fhls record, ’
John Edgor Hoover

) 3 h K h Director
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The following FBl record, NUMBER 405 942 G » is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE O
Information shown on this Identificction Record represents data furnished F3l by fingerprint contributors. Y3

FINAL DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE IS DESIRED, COMMUMI

: . WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS.
" OGRS NAMZ AMD NUMBER Aested OR cHARGE  ° . DISPOSTION
; , hY
) A )
P o WANTED: James ﬁ:arl' Ray for escape 4-23-67
o . (oper }/V w/o pgrm of owner; xobb lst deg 4%
. ~ ; b/m of a D & DI} (will excradite) Notify e
: . Warden SPen Jefrerson City Mo inf rec
i 5-10-67 . - ' . . T '
! , NO LONGER WANTEID per inf'|rec -7-19-68 ' ./
i : # . s : .
.,' LM »
a‘ ;:; 1,:', o :; ' ‘ . - »
A o= o
..f f i a x-:' v . -~ ‘.' . LY ‘ .- it
A T R
:3‘ ! * o t s ~ 3 ® )
lgi » - ':. 1 . o *
=] - . ft " KA
o4 . . ' Tt '
kSRR N . "
: 7= Notations incicated by * are NOT based on fingerprints in FBI files but are listed only os investigative leads ¢
{ . being possibly identical with subject of this record. . " L
: , L ' L <. .. + John Edgor Hoover
- = . Director
' - T . Py . . i) e P

MV 655994 Docld:32985731 Page 162




i« . The foliowing FB! record, NUMEER . ¢ Is furnishad FOR OFFICIAL USE O

f K Information shown on this ldentification Record represents dato furnished FBI by fingerprint contributors, Vi

¢t FINAL DiSPOSITION 1S NOT SHOVWN OR FURTRHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE 1S DESIRZD, COMMUNI(
i WITH AGENCY CONT RIBUTING THGSE FINGERPRINTS. - .
i pvon ’

: CONTRIUTCR OF ARRESTED.OR - | - .
b FINGERPRINTS © NAME AND NUMBR Receveo | " CHARGE . - DISPOSMON
] N : = . .‘ . \‘

© ., CC: Varden " . ' B X '
Col SPen . ’ - '
Py ) Jéfferson City Mo ' - kN N
5 . - .. . . . . .
’: ,? R ' ",':. " H . .7 o n’ . .: ' * ) . ) *
0 S T : s, ‘ . . .
1 " T ' ’ ) * ' s - ’ *
i ’ . i
1 . . -
. ] P Il - R ,‘g_‘: -t . . - ™ :'
' ' .' '.; - i )
" * ‘5:.": . “y :. ", : ;". ) - ’ 51 . » - oo - " o ) i oy
‘e ‘. e e ; " s s 7 P g s *
¥ - & e SRR . -+ hl ! i N + t * tr A ' .
P It .o .t ., . c .
3 & -?:‘,.'.'A - -,. P T:. .-, : B 3] ) I3 ' v“( ' s * 'f‘
H - » . .. . l. ) K » » :- " iy . 3 . ) . - N ., 5
4 J:\“:-_: e "c . ‘. :.:. ot "4 . g . ) - . l. - ' .
B ;‘;" ‘,." L . Y . . . , . % N ) . SR :
i L] ,.,.‘ . ‘ o , X * !‘ * . * . . .
! \ . * - ' H
2, . . ) ' .
{ ‘ B . . .
R . ] : .
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3-14-69

]
. . _ _ ]
Dear Senator Eastland, ] . ]

* fnvestagating the Dr, King case. I would like to inform you and the
committeé that I would cooperate fn any such hearing. However, at
the time I am going to attempt to get the guilty plea set aside, I know
that the odds against having this done are greatly against me, Butl
think due to the unusual circumstances in the guilty plea it mite be
possible. I personaly did not shoot Dr. King but I believe I am partly
responsible for his death. I will briefly attempt to explain why I ;
entered the guilty plea. At the time Mr. Pery Foreman aggred to
take over the defense from Mr, Arthur Hanes we had a verbal
agreement that their would be no guilty plea, as I wanted to try the
case in court. Ihad every reason to believe during the first two
months Mr., Foreman was on the case their would be a trial, during
that period Mr. Foreman had me sign 2 new contract with him and -
Mr. Huie giving Mr, Foreman all the money from any of Mr. Hule's
money making ventures. (I had sign another contract with Mr. Huie
and Mr. Hanes) Shortly after this Mr. Foreman came to visit me
and he had a picture for me to look at. This picture was about

.8 x 10 in, Mr, Foreman said Mr. Huie had given him the picture

and that Mr. Huie had got the picture from someone in the federal*  *
government, The picture contain 2 or 3 men followed by two or 8
policemen. Mr. Foreman described on of the men in the picture -
as an 'anfi cornmunist' cuban refugee who was arrested at the time
= president Kenné . ¢ arrest took place in as I was
told™ 1 was asked if 1 would identify the man if he was brought to ,
_ Memphis. T said no, althoe he did look similar to the personIwas .."--
- Involved with, Afier I wouldn't identify this man, about all T was told
was that I would go to the electric chair if I went to trial. I was even
‘told my family wanted me to plead guilty, but I found out this was not
so. But I did not plead guilty for the above reasons. I did so because
I did not want to go to trial with a lawyer who thought he was going to
Jose. I believe if you think you will lose you proably will, On the day - .
before I plead guilty I signed another contract with Mr. Foreman. In
this one I agreed to give him $165, 000, he agreed to give my brother
.$500.00 in the event I wanted to hire another lawyer to reopen the
case. Mr, Foreman wrote into the contract that if I embarres him

(disagreed) in the court room he could withdraw, the old confract
'would go into effect and I would be without funds to hire another
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attorney. Getting back to Mr, Huie for a minute, while Mr. Hanes
was my attorney Mr. Huie asked me through him about public figures
and various organizations. I got the impression that he thought their
was a conspiracy but he wanted to name the conspirators, AndI
sometime’ felt"that my atforneys were working for him instead of

- for me. In closing I would like to say if I can't get the case reopen,
their should be an invegestion, as X have signed over $200, 000 to
attorneys and not 1/20 of the witnesses have been interview. No one
went to Los Angeles or New Orleans where I think much of the
evidence lies. Mr, Foreman.said in open court that he didn't

trust investigators, and the one Mr. Hanes hired never left Memphis.
I would also like to say that despite what the papers and book writer's
quote me as saying, I have no intention of discussing this case with
anyone 'verbaly' until it is closed. If I have anything to say I will

say it in courf or to lawyers, or in letter form like this letter.

-

Sincerely, James E. Ray.
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: Sincerely, James E. Ray. " - ) e
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“- FBI File No.  44-38861 o ooy
Latent Case No. 91075 . o ' /,/ ' z
5 | i T
T - . ‘; ‘g
RE: JAMES EARL RAY, FBI #405942G [ T 1
) Latent fingerprint previously reported on the ° )
Remmgton model 760 rifle, serial #461476, Q2; the latent finger- . [
print on the telescopic sight, serial #A17350 on the rifle, Q2; :,
latent fingerprint on the binoculars, Q14; the latent fingerprint e
on the newspaper, Q19; the latent fingerprint on the after shave . ] .
lotion bottle, part of Q24; and the latent fingerprint on the Schlitz i
. beer can, Q53, have all been identified with the fingerprints of I .
.~ James Earl Ray. C o .
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